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EXPLANATORY NOTE
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The intent is to present to the member states for their consideration a coordinated strategy for fostering civil society participation in OAS activities, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process.”
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States was prepared by the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations of the OAS, in pursuit of resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process.” That resolution requests the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states.

The strategy is based on a review of the entire history of participation by civil society organizations (CSOs) at the OAS, a study of all OAS documents on the subject, and the views and recommendations of member state representatives, OAS staff, and representatives of CSOs, both registered and not registered with the OAS, on the concepts and scope of this strategy.

The objectives of the strategy are: (1) to contribute to strengthening democracy in the Americas by implementing the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which, in Article 6, says that citizen participation is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy; (2) to provide opportunities for substantive, timely, and informed dialogue among representatives of governments and CSOs, according to thematic area, in order to strengthen the decisions of OAS policy-making bodies, in accordance with Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which stipulates that “the OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”; and (3) to foster cooperation by civil society organizations, allowing them to make contributions and share expertise on various matters of public interest within the inter-American system.

The policy basis for CSO participation in OAS activities can be found in various decisions and resolutions, especially Articles 1, 3, and 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, where it is established that citizen participation is a human right and an essential element of representative democracy.

The guiding principles of CSO participation in OAS activities are transparency and access to information, equity (equal opportunity), non-exclusion, recognition of and respect for diversity, receptivity, and voluntary participation.

The strategy focuses on OAS relations with civil society organizations, making them participants.  Consequently, persons who become involved in OAS activities will do so as representatives of their civil society organizations.

The OAS understands a civil society organization to be any institution, organization, or entity, whether national or international, made up of natural or juridical persons who are nongovernmental in nature and whose activities are related to OAS activities and consistent with OAS principles and norms.  The CSO must have legally recognized status and transparent administrative practices.

Finally, there are six elements to the strategy’s implementation.  First, the strategy must address the following challenges to be effective and legitimate:  (i) democratization of access to OAS activities; (ii) delivery of relevant, substantive, and timely information to the CSOs for purposes of their participation; (iii) establishment of clear, transparent procedures, broadly publicized, to facilitate access to and cooperation with OAS bodies; (iv) clarification of member state apprehensions regarding CSO representation; and (v) elimination of any potential for government restriction of participation by CSOs registered with the OAS.

The second element refers to the level and scope of participation.  The strategy allows CSOs to participate on a consultative level; civil society participates in OAS activities by providing its expert opinions and contributions on the topics at hand, with the understanding that decision-making is the responsibility of the member states.  However, three fundamental requirements must be met in order for civil society participation to be satisfactory:  (i) proactive, timely delivery of information to allow for informed participation; (ii) effective consideration of the contributions, critiques, and proposals put forth by the CSOs and adoption of those that represent a positive contribution to the effort in question; and (iii) an accounting of work carried out and decisions taken in connection with contributions received from the CSOs.

As for its scope, the participation strategy will be applied within the various OAS organs and bodies throughout the region.  This includes the role which permanent missions of OAS member states may play in their countries to promote and ensure greater, more effective participation by CSOs in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

The third element pertains to the Organization’s criteria for inviting CSOs to participate in its activities, designed to simplify procedures and ensure the quality of participation.  They are: (i) prior entry into the register; (ii) relevance of the CSO’s background to the areas to be addressed; and (iii) priority first to regional networks, then to subregional networks, then to national networks, and, finally, to individual organizations.

The fourth element is proactive delivery of substantive and timely information by the OAS, in order to bring about relevant participation, on the web page and through information e-mails to the CSOs.

Fifth is a standardized consultation process, to be agreed upon on every occasion, according to the specific circumstances, observing all of the elements and criteria defined above.  It also includes a clear, understood approach that will make substantive dialogue possible and allow contributions to be organized and studied after the meetings, so that a report on those that have been adopted may be prepared and published.

Implementation of this strategy will begin gradually, first with the General Assembly, then with the ministerial meetings and the meetings of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The General Secretariat, in keeping with the work plan of each policy-making body of the OAS, will establish a calendar for consultations with each of the established entities.  It is deemed advisable to continue with the other existing participation mechanisms, especially the informal dialogue between the Secretary General and the CSOs at General Assembly sessions.  Once the strategy has been adopted, the plan is to give it broad dissemination; the CSOs may participate actively in this effort.

2. OBJECTIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This strategy has the following aims:

a. To contribute to strengthening democracy in the Americas by implementing the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which says that citizen participation is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.
b. To provide opportunities for substantive, timely, and informed dialogue among representatives of governments and CSOs, according to thematic area, so as to strengthen policy decisions and foster cooperation by civil society organizations in various areas of public interest within the inter-American system.

3. BACKGROUND


The interest of the OAS in promoting participation by, and developing its ties with, nongovernmental actors has been reflected in its minutes and documents for almost 40 years.  However, the effort to define and regulate this relationship has been pursued systematically over the past 10 years.

The milestones in this process have been:

a. 1971: OAS General Assembly (AG) defines relationship with civil society.

b. 1994: Study begins on the granting of specific status to nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) at the OAS.
c. 1997: Permanent Council adopts resolution CP/RES. 704 (1129/97), “Status of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in the OAS,” in which it instructs the General Secretariat to prepare guidelines that include:

· selection criteria with regard to NGO participation in projects and activities;

· project financing opportunities; and

· document dissemination to the CSOs.
d. 1999: In Guatemala, General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99), “The Organization of American States and Civil Society,” approves:

· The establishment of a Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities within the Permanent Council (CP);

· The preparation of a register of NGOs;

· Resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” which establishes a register of civil society organizations.

e. 2001: In Costa Rica, General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01), “The Organization of American States and Civil Society,” instructs the Permanent Council:

-
To develop strategies to increase civil society participation at the OAS. Mandates contained in the Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas held in Quebec, Canada.

f. 2002: In Barbados, General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” calls for: 

-
Analyzing the feasibility of establishing a specific voluntary fund to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.

g. 2003: General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” calls for: 

-
Including on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly, before the inaugural session, as a regular activity, the informal dialogue that has been taking place thus far between heads of delegation and representatives of civil society organizations.

· The creation of a specific fund for voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.
h. 2008:  The General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” resolves:

· To request the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states. 

i. 2008: CP/CISC-371/08, “Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities:  2008–2009 (Presented by the Chair)” 

· The Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, acting as Technical Secretariat of the CISC, presents a proposed Committee work plan for the 2008-2009 term, which includes actions, the assignment of responsibilities, and timeframes for implementing the mandate set forth in AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), which, in turn, incorporates the history of mandates issued in this area.

j. Preparation of a Strategy for CSO Participation in OAS Activities by the Department of International Affairs of the OAS Secretariat for External Relations, in pursuit of the mandate given in AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08).


This strategy is in response to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which establishes that “the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields.”

4. POLICY BASIS OF CSO PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES, SET FORTH IN VARIOUS MANDATES


The mandates set forth in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in resolutions of the OAS General Assembly, and in the declarations and plans of action of the Summits of the Americas provide the policy basis for citizen participation in a democratic system and, more specifically, for CSO participation in OAS activities.  The major policy elements of the strategy are:

a. Democracy is the cornerstone of the OAS. According to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, democracy is the cornerstone of the OAS, a necessary condition for the countries’ participation, and the basis of all its activities. The Charter states, simply and directly, in Article 1: “The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.” 

b. Citizen participation is essential to democracy. Articles 3 and 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter refer to the “essential elements” of representative democracy, which include respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law; the pluralistic system of political parties; the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government; transparency, probity, and responsible public administration on the part of governments; respect for social rights; and freedom of expression and citizen participation.

c. Citizen participation is a right. Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter provides that “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy.”

d. Civil society participation enhances the benefits of democracy. The Declaration of Mar del Plata, issued at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, in November 2005, states: “Increased participation by citizens, communities, and civil society will contribute to ensuring that the benefits of democracy are shared by society as a whole."

e.  Civil society participation contributes to good public administration.  More specifically regarding CSO participation in OAS activities, the member states decided in 2004 to institutionalize the meetings with representatives of civil society, the private sector, and academic institutions as part of the Summits of the Americas process.  They stated, in the Declaration of Nuevo León: “We recognize the role of civil society and its contribution to sound public administration and we reaffirm the importance of continuing to forge new partnerships that will enable constructive ties to be built between governments, nongovernmental organizations, international organizations, and the diverse sectors of civil society to work in favor of development and democracy.” 

f. The OAS pledges to consider contributions from civil society organizations.  Lastly, Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that, in order to promote a democratic culture in the region, “the OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields.”

5. PRINCIPLES THAT WILL GUIDE CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION AT THE OAS

The guiding principles of this strategy are as follows:

a. Transparency and access to information:  The intent, objective, scope, process, and outcome of citizen participation should be open and of public knowledge.  Transparency is a necessary condition for legitimate authority and for citizen oversight of activities to ensure that they are carried out as agreed.  Transparency promotes trust by making it possible to verify consistency between stated intent and actual activities.  Access to information refers to the duty of state and multilateral institutions to make the information they possess available to citizens.  This duty correlates to the civic right to know all information possessed by government bodies (with the exceptions established by law). 

b. Equity (equal opportunity):  This means ensuring that all those who take part in a process have equal opportunities and receive equal treatment.  The outcome of participation can be seriously affected if any of the groups involved has any privileges or advantages over the others, making the process unclear or illegitimate, weakening the commitment of the parties to the agreements reached, or generating new conflicts.  It is important, therefore, to strive for equitable use of resources, access to information, and influence.  This means it is sometimes necessary to lend special support to a particular sector that may start out with disadvantages in relation to other participants.  An essential aspect of adherence to this principle is recognizing the importance of developing the necessary capacities to make participation meaningful way and have an impact on decision-making.

c. Non-exclusion:  This means all parties who have a significant interest in a matter and could be affected by the measures adopted in the process are able to participate.  The exclusion of any interest group makes it impossible to hear all points of view and anticipate conflict, and thereby reduces the potential for the best solution.  There is also the risk that agreements may not be known by a particular sector and their implementation may be impaired or boycotted by those who feel marginalized.

d. Recognition of and respect for diversity:  Participation involves recognition of the legitimate diversity of perceptions, positions, and interests regarding the topic or situation in question.  This means that its design should provide opportunities for expressing various points of view and ensuring that these views are not disqualified a priori.  It also calls for respectful, tolerant behavior among persons and groups during the activities involved, and for treating differences as an opportunity for mutual enrichment. 

e. Receptivity:  This is the commitment to receive, accept, and incorporate into decisions the outcome of the participatory process, according to the criteria and conditions established in its design and in the invitation.  It means openness to adopting new ideas and putting the results into practice, regardless of whether these match the initial expectations of organizers and participants.  In adhering to the principle of receptivity it is important that the commitments undertaken as a result of citizen participation be consistent with the level of participation established in the design of the process.

f. Voluntary participation:  This means that all those involved in the process do so voluntarily and in their own interest.  Participation through coercion or obligation becomes illegitimate and the resulting decisions and measures may be disregarded or overturned.  Voluntary participation is also necessary to ensure the commitment of the parties to the process, which always requires the allocation of time and of human, material, and financial resources.

6. ACTORS AND REQUIREMENTS INVOLVED IN CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES

a. Actors

This strategy assumes that the OAS will be dealing with civil society organizations; in other words, these are the actors.  Therefore, persons who participate in OAS activities will do so as representatives of their organizations.

Under resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” “civil society organization" is understood to mean any national or international institution, organization, or entity made up of natural or juridical persons of a nongovernmental nature. 

b. Requirements for meaningful CSO participation

The conditions a CSO must meet in order to participate in OAS activities are established not as obstacles to participation but as ways to make its contributions substantive, meaningful, and relevant. 

To this end, the OAS General Secretariat will improve its CSO registry system, the purpose of which is to provide, before each event notice, information on the organizations in the region that are interested in participating in OAS activities, so as to organize their participation.  The data provided includes the type of organization (regional, subregional, or national network, or independent organization), its areas of endeavor, its specific activities (academic, political, promotional), its size, and its track record.

In order to be listed in the register, according to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” a CSO applicant must meet certain requirements to demonstrate that its activities are consistent with OAS principles, that it is legally recognized, and that its management practices are transparent.  These are:

· Be a legally constituted entity and have a legal representative;

· Have an institutional structure that includes a chief administrator and appropriate mechanisms for holding its officers accountable and subject to its members;

· Have established headquarters and conduct its activities in any of the member states of the OAS;

· Present a report on its sources of funding;

· Be fully independent of governments and power groups that are not compatible with the OAS and its aims; and

· Not have headquarters, or conduct its principal activities, in any territory over which there exists a sovereignty dispute between an OAS member state and a state outside the Hemisphere.

7. ELEMENTS OF THE STRATEGY

The strategy contains seven elements:

a.
Challenges to be addressed by the strategy

First to be discussed below are certain key issues which the strategy addresses and resolves in order to strengthen citizen participation in OAS activities in a substantive way.  These are:

i. Democratization of access to OAS activities, broadening the group of CSOs who are familiar with OAS affairs and the means by which they may gain access so as to influence OAS activities through their proposals.

· Delivery of relevant, meaningful, and timely information to the CSOs for purposes of their participation.

· Establishing clear, transparent procedures that will be broadly publicized to facilitate access to OAS bodies.

· Clarifying the apprehensions of member states regarding CSO representation and reconsidering any possibility that governments might restrict the participation of CSOs registered with the OAS:  This refers to the possibility of restricting participation by a civil society organization that is duly constituted and is registered with the OAS.  The possibility of such limitations must be reconsidered, since the exercise of such restrictions would violate the principle of nondiscrimination and detract from the legitimacy of the participation process.

b.
Registry of Civil Society Organizations in the OAS
The second element of the strategy emphasizes the importance of promoting the number of civil society organizations registered in the OAS, as outlined in resolution CP/RES 759 (1217/99) in order to facilitate their participation in the meetings of the Permanent Council, ministerial meetings, the General Assembly and meetings of the political bodies of the OAS. As the principal mechanism for granting civil society access to participate in the meetings and activities of the Organization, the guidelines for civil society participation should include the following criteria to ensure a more representative, specialized and consultative civil society participation that will have a greater reach throughout the region: 

· Experience: Priority will be given to organizations with at least 5 years of experience of demonstrated knowledge and competence in their fields of activity.

· Geographic representation and reach: In reference to the Registry, preference will be given first to organizations that work in multiple countries of the Hemisphere. Greater importance will be given to regional networks, then to subregional networks, then to national networks, and, finally, to individual organizations. This same criterion should be used for inviting CSOs to participate in OAS activities.
c.
Level and scope of participation

Third, the strategy defines the level and scope of participation it will promote.
i. Level of participation


The OAS has established in its resolutions and documents on the matter that its opening of its activities to civil society participation is not to be understood as a concession of negotiating or decision-making functions.  The OAS reserves the right of final decision on the activities it conducts in the performance of its functions. 


The OAS grants the CSOs consultative status.  They participate in OAS activities by giving their expert opinion and making contributions on the subjects addressed by the Organization.


This participation strategy proposes that the OAS strengthen civil society participation in its activities by meeting three essential requirements:

· Be proactive and timely in the delivery of information so that CSOs may participate in an informed manner.

· Effectively consider the contributions, critiques, and proposals put forth by the CSOs and adopt those that represent a positive contribution to the effort in question.

· Deliver periodic reports on the work carried out, the recommendations received, and the decisions taken in relation to civil society contributions. 

ii. Scope of CSO participation


This participation strategy will be applied within the various bodies and organs of the OAS.  This includes the role which OAS missions may play in the countries to promote greater CSO participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.


It is proposed that the strategy’s initial implementation period involve gradual assumption of consultative functions within the bodies that conduct discussions and take major decisions on the matters of greatest interest for dialogue between civil society and the OAS:

· General Assembly 

· Ministerial meetings 

· Permanent Council committees

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 


This strategy complements strategies established and already in place for participation in other bodies and activities, such as the Summits of the Americas process, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the CIDI committees.  It is considered entirely advisable to continue the informal dialogue between the Secretary General and the CSOs at the General Assembly sessions.
This strategy also proposes the revision of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly as it relates to the participation of civil society as “Special Guests”, granting CSOs registered in the OAS the right to participate in or attend, as observers, the OAS General Assemblies without the need for additional approval by the Permanent Council since their registration was previously approved by Member States in the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities (CISC) and the Permanent Council.

d.
Criteria for inviting CSOs to participate in OAS activities
Fourth, the strategy sets forth criteria for the OAS’s invitation to CSOs to participate in its activities.  The intent is to simplify procedures and ensure the quality of participation.  The three criteria are:

· Prior entry in the registry:  The first criterion is prior entry in the OAS registry and up-to-date documentation.  This will be a prerequisite for assessing the transparency of participating CSOs and for applying the other two criteria (stated below).

· Relevance:  The second criterion is that its areas of endeavor must be related to the topics addressed at the meeting in which they are invited to participate, so that its participation may be meaningful in terms of the knowledge and expertise it can provide.
· Breadth or scope:  The third criterion is the breadth of organizations or groups that make up the organization, the intent being that its comments and views should represent a large number of organizations and touch on a broad array of topics.  For example, preference will be given first to organizations with a regional character, defined as those CSOs that work in multiple countries of the region and regional networks, then to subregional networks, then to national networks, and, finally, to individual organizations.
Emphasis is placed on the need to inform and train the CSOs regarding the aims, functions, and structure of the OAS and the inter-American system, so as to achieve more informed participation by a larger number of active organizations.

e.
Proactive delivery of information

The fifth element stresses the importance of information to achieving meaningful participation.

i. General information on the Web


The OAS will maintain an up-to-date website readily accessible from its home page, ensuring the information access that is the basis of substantive participation.  It will provide CSOs with the following information:

· A calendar of all meetings scheduled by each of the bodies to which this proposal pertains. 

· The items on the agenda for each activity, with the program, timetable, participants, and all other pertinent data, as long as the activity remains in progress.

· Clear information on the procedure for expressing interest in participating. 

· Publication on the Web of all documents pertaining to the meeting topics under consideration for the deliberations and decision-making.

ii. Individualized information to the CSOs

· The responsible body will send to all the accredited CSOs an e-mail notice when preparations for any of the aforementioned meetings are to begin.  This notice should include the necessary instructions according to which the CSOs may request and receive the information they need in order to decide whether to participate in the process.  This notice will be issued sufficiently ahead of time to allow interested CSOs to plan to participate and to prepare relevant and meaningful contributions.

· Receipt of requests from CSOs interested in participating.

· Issuance of invitations to participate, in accordance with established criteria.

· Issuance of the meeting agenda, with participation timeframes.

f.
Consultation


Sixth, as detailed above, this strategy provides a standardized general process to ensure meaningful and relevant participation at a consultative level.  This general process should be agreed upon in each case according to the particular circumstances, but in observance of all the components and characteristics of this general process.

Meaningful discussion at the consultative level requires:

i.
A clear, recognized approach that allows for substantive dialogue, involving the following elements:

· Presence of a moderator and a rapporteur

· Meeting objectives and meeting program in writing
· Allocation of sufficient, specific, equal amounts of time for governments and CSOs to present their views

· Question and answer period

· Written presentation of CSO statements 

· Follow-up plan explaining the process that will follow the meeting, ending with a timeframe for distribution of a final report. 

ii.
Study of contributions by participants, decision-making, and preparation of the report


After the meeting, the process includes consideration of the proposals and documents delivered by the CSOs. This involves the following activities:

· The OAS organizes the CSO contributions received at the meeting and selects, for inclusion in its documents, those it believes are relevant and would strengthen efforts on the topic in question.

· The OAS prepares an organized report on all the contributions received, which proposals were entertained, which were not included, and the reasons for those decisions.

iii.
Distribution of reports on the outcome

· The OAS distributes this report by e-mail, individually, to all organizations that participated or registered to participate.

· The OAS publishes the report on its website.

g.
Broad dissemination of the strategy

The seventh element is that, once the strategy has been approved, it is to be broadly distributed and made known to all OAS bodies and staff, all government representatives, and the CSOs.

The CSOs and their networks can play an important role in publicizing the strategy at the national and regional levels.

Annex 1

OAS Documents on Civil Society Participation in Its Activities

Permanent Council resolutions

1. “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99): Guidelines]

2. “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03): Strategy]
3. “Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process” [CP/RES. 864 (1413/04): Fund]

General Assembly resolutions 

4. “The Organization of American States and Civil Society” - AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99)

5. “Strengthening Cooperation between Governments and Civil Society” - AG/RES. 1668 (XXIX-O/99)

6. “The Organization of American States and Civil Society” - AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01)
7. “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities” - AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02)
8. “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”- AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03)
9. “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS
Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process” - AG/RES. 2092 (XXXV-O/05)
10. “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” - AG/RES. 2172 (XXXVI-O/06)
11. “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” - AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Documents of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

12. “Report on the Participation of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in OAS Activities”  (CP/CISC-17/03, 1/21/03) 
13. “Report on Civil Society Participation in International Organizations" (CP/CISC-314/07, 3/9/07)
14. “Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, 2008-2009” (CP/CISC-371/08, 9/11/08)
Document of the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations 

15. Manual on civil society participation at the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas process. (Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, OAS, 2008) (Manual 08)
Document of the General Secretariat 

16.  Executive Order on the Structure of the General Secretariat (OAS Nº 08-01 Rev. 2)

OAS website

17. http://www.oas.org
18. http://www.civil-society.oas.org 

19. http://www.summit-americas.org/quebec-civilsociety/esp/civil-society-span.htm
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� 	The levels of participation are the various degrees of obligation which government and public agencies have to consider the proposals and analyses put forth by civil society organizations involved in a participatory process. 
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