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I would like to extend a very special welcome to Mr. William Lacy Swing, Director General of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and to Mr. Richard E. Scott, IOM Regional Representative for North America and the Caribbean as well as the other members of the IOM delegation who have come from Geneva and Washington DC to be with us on this important occasion. . I would also like to extend a warm welcome and acknowledge the presence of Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the OAS Permanent Council, of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, as well as that of the many Permanent Representatives of our Member States here this morning. 

Migration has increasingly become an issue of importance on the international agenda and consequently in the work of the OAS.  The agreement that we are about to sign today is a reflection of the commitment of both of our institutions to collaborate in order to better address migration issues in our respective Member States.  While the work of the International Organization for Migration is devoted exclusively to this objective, work on migration within the OAS is a relatively recent phenomenon, reflecting the growing concern by countries in Latin America and the Caribbean about migration and the decision to include the promotion and protection of the rights of migrants within the agenda of our Organization. 
The importance of migration today is undeniable.  Millions of people live in a place other than where they were born and this has deep economic, social, legal and cultural implications that our organizations seek to understand and address. At the international level, the number of migrants has increased from less than 100 million people between the years 1960 and 2000, to more than 200 million in 2008.  This is equivalent to 3% of the global population, and means that in the world today, one of every thirty-five people is a migrant.  In the Americas in particular, migration flows have increased by one-third during this period, increasing from 21 to 30 million people on the move.  Around 15% of global migration originates from our region and one in seven current migrants in the world was born either in Latin America or the Caribbean.

The fruits of migration are extremely important to developing countries and to our Hemisphere.  Remittances to developing countries have increased more than 9-fold over the past 25 years and now surpass $300 billion (US) per annum.  Remittances from migrants make up the largest source of external financial flows to many developing countries, surpassing both foreign direct investment and development assistance.  They provide a major bulwark against poverty and contribute to improved standards of living and better health and education back home.  Mexico is the third largest recipient of remittances in the world in absolute value, just after India and China. However, relative to GDP, the Caribbean region is the world’s largest receiver of remittances.  
Issues surrounding the complex process of migration are numerous and varied.  They range from examination of the human rights of migrants, to analysis of the developmental aspects of migration, the nature of the migration process and its impact on women and children as well as on the societies of the migrant sending and migrant receiving countries.  The integration of migrants into their host societies as they experience new and different cultural environments and labor challenges is a complex process. Our objective in the signing of this MOU is to contribute to the capacity of our member states to better formulate sound public policy in order to insure just, secure and mutually beneficial migration processes. 
In compliance with the Mandates and Activities of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of Migrants Human Rights and the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), the OAS launched in 2008 the Migration and Development Program (MiDE), under the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development/ Department of Social Development and Employment in order to coordinate the initiatives on migration and highlight its importance as a cross-cutting theme for the Organization;
The Agreement we are about to sign expresses the intention of the General Secretariat of the OAS to join efforts with the International Organization for Migration, the leading inter-governmental organization in the field of migration, in order to establish the necessary mechanisms to collaborate in addressing diverse topics affecting migrants including in particular areas of International Migration Law, Labor Migration, Human Trafficking, Human Rights of Migrants, and Democracy Strengthening and Education for Migrant Youth and Children. By signing this Agreement we assure our Member States of our commitment to work with the International Organization for Migration to join our efforts to carry out useful and productive work that assists our member states in dealing with the most pressing topics of the hemispheric agenda related to migration.  
I am pleased to join forces since we share the concern for promoting humane and orderly migration for the benefit of all.  I am confident that by coordinating our efforts, we can make progress on the numerous and complex problems posed by migration, which are so central to the well being of our societies today.  
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