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PERMANENT OBSERVER

Organization of % ALGERIA ?





Date of Entry: June 10, 1987
National Day:  November 1 
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Abdelaziz Bouteflika (April 28, 1999 and re-elected in 2004 and 2009).

Head of government: Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia (June 23, 2008)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Abdallah Baali (May 26, 2005)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Mourad Medelci (June 4, 2007)
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A, but potential future interest in security and development initiatives.
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Population (in thousands)
	33,351
	33,858
	34,373
	34,895

	GDP (in billions)
	117.169
	135.804
	170.989
	140.577

	GDP per capita
	3,513
	4,011
	4,974
	4,029

	GDP, PPP (in billions)
	248.299
	264.512
	276.782
	285.182

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2
	3
	2.4
	2.1


United Nations:
Algeria has been a member of the United Nations since 1962, where it supports the right of the people to self-determination.  It held a non-permanent rotating seat on the United Nations Security Council from January 2004 until December 2005.
	Contributions to the UN (in US$)
	2009
	2011

	Gross contributions
	2,311,583
	3,390,130

	Credit from staff assessment
	240,714
	383,806

	Net Contributions
	2,070,869
	3,006,324


Foreign Policy:

Algeria is a member of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), an economic integration mechanism created in 1989, and of the Arab League (since 1962), an organization that aims to strengthen ties among member states, coordinate their policies and direct them towards the common good.  In Africa, its diplomatic initiatives include hosting peace talks between Ethiopia and Eritrea in 2000, and cooperating with Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (an African Union development initiative).  
Algeria is an Observer Government of the World Trade Organization, and has been in accession negotiations since 1998. 

Algeria signed an association agreement with the European Union in September 2005. 
Summit OF South American-Arab Countries:

Algeria participated in the First South American-Arab Countries Summit held in Brazil in 2005, and in the follow-up Meetings of Ministers.  The Second Summit took place in Doha, Qatar, in March 2009, where the participants stressed the need to accelerate political and development cooperation between the two regions, as well as to reform international structures including the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Involvement with the Western Hemisphere:
· Argentina: 
· In 2008, Argentina and Algeria signed four Cooperation Agreements on nuclear energy for civil use, public health, information exchange and cultural promotions.

· In the last five years the volume of trade between Argentina and Algeria has increased by 585%, making Argentina its fifth largest import partner.
· Brazil: 
· In 2005, Brazil and Algeria signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Political Consultations, a Cooperation Agreement on visas exemption on diplomatic and service passports and a Cooperation Agreement in the field of plant protection and veterinary medicine.
· In July 2010, leaders from both countries held the fourth session of the Brazilian-Algerian Joint Committee, which saw strengthened mechanisms for legal dialogue and collaboration on agricultural issues.
· Canada:

· Canada has a large Algerian community (approximately 50,000 individuals), primarily in Montreal. This is strengthened by the use of French in both places.
· Canada is Algeria’s eleventh largest major trade partner overall, and has high investment in Algeria’s energy sector.
· Peru:

· Algeria and Peru have recently increased investment cooperation, specifically in the hydrocarbon sector. Algeria is in Peru’s top fifty international trade partners.
· United States: 
· Algeria is the largest trading partner of the United States in North Africa and ranks second in the Arab world and Africa as host to US investments. 
· Algeria works closely with the United States in the realm of international law enforcement and counterterrorism. In April 2010, the two countries signed a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty. They have also conducted bilateral military exercises.
OTHER INFORMATION:
· As a Mediterranean country Algeria enjoys close ties with the European Union through the European Neighborhood Policy and the Union for the Mediterranean (Formerly the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership).  The EU has concentrated most of its efforts in Algeria to strengthening and improving the political system in Algeria and protecting the Mediterranean environment.
· Algeria has sought to strengthen cooperation within Africa and within the Maghreb region through organizations including the African Union and the Arab Maghreb Union.
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