Organization of American States - Department of International Affairs


[image: image2.emf]AUSTRIA CASH CONTRIBUTIONS 2007 - 2010

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

1999

2000

200120022003

2004

2005

200620072008

2009

2010


Date of Entry: April 5, 1978
National Day:  October 26 
Type of Government: Federal Republic
Head of State: President Heinz Fischer (July 8, 2004)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Hans Peter Manz (December 1, 2011)
Minister for European & International Affairs: Dr. Michael Spindelegger (December 2, 2008)
Section Head for Development Cooperation: Ambassador Irene Freudenschuss-Reichl
Managing Director of the Austrian Development Agency: Ambassador Brigitte Öppinger-Walchshofer
Areas of Cooperation with the OAS: Integral Development (DSD) and Protecting Human Rights (IACHR)

	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	8.301
	8.337
	8.363
	8.377

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	372.827
	416.621
	382.073
	376.841

	GDP per capita (US$)
	44,913.74
	49,975.21
	45,685.88
	44,986.58

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	318.487
	332.538
	322.537
	332.005

	GDP growth (annual %)
	3.729
	2.179
	-3.888
	1.603




Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
	Year
	Austria
	All POs
	%

	2007
	61,600
	20,298,894
	0.3%

	2008
	247,702
	25,865,002
	1%

	2009
	0
	19,618,820
	0%

	2010
	0
	15,791,980
	0%

	Total US$
	309,302
	65,782,716
	0.3%


CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 2007-2010:
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AUSTRIA CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2007
	Sustainable Development (Fresh Water Management)
	US$61,600

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$61,600

	2008
	Sustainable Development (Regional Follow-up meetings on Freshwater Management in Latin America and the Amazon Basin)
	US$62,700

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development -  International Airport in St. Vincent and the Grenadines
	US$185,002

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$247,702

	TOTAL
	
	US$309,302


Austrian Development Cooperation:

Austrian development cooperation concentrates on underprivileged groups in the least developed countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America as well as on poor countries in South Eastern Europe.   The principles in all Austrian development programmes and projects are:

· Ownership/Partnership;

· Integration in the socio-cultural context;

· Consideration for the needs of children and people with disabilities;

· Gender equality; and

· Support the economic, social and ecological development of south-eastern Europe.
The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) is the operational unit of the Austrian Development Cooperation and Cooperation with Eastern Europe (ADC), and is responsible for the implementation of all bilateral programs and projects in the ADC partner countries and administrates the corresponding budget.  Its major goals are to reduce global poverty, safeguard peace and human security, and preserve the environment, and as such its priorities are water and sanitation;  education and training, science and research for development;  rural development;  energy;  promotion of investment; employment and promotion of small and medium-sized enterprises; and conflict prevention and resolution, good governance and rule of law, development of democratic structures, decentralization, strengthening human rights and human security.  Since 2007 ADC has engaged in disaster management, renewable energy, and energy security initiatives in the Caribbean region, working in close concert with the German technical cooperation agency GTZ.
Relations with the western hemisphere:

· Central America has been a priority region of the Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) since the early 1990s. In recent years cooperation efforts have focused on Nicaragua as a priority country, as well as Guatemala and El Salvador as partner countries.  Austrian development cooperation focuses on the areas of rural development, the promotion of micro-, small, and medium enterprises, health, education, and the supply of water.  Austria supports the efforts of Central American countries on their way towards integration, and is working to mitigate potential negative impacts of the processes of integration on discriminated and marginalized population groups.  
· Relations between the EU and the United States are institutionalized under the Transatlantic Dialogue, which is based on the Transatlantic Declaration (1990), the New Transatlantic Agenda and the EU-USA Joint Action Plan (both dating from 1995); a number of bodies were established and institutionalized in order to implement this agenda, including a Task Force charged with preparing the quarterly meetings of a Senior Level Group mandated with the preparations for the annual summits between the US President, the heads of state and government of the EU Presidency and the President of the EU Commission. The last summit was held in Washington in November 2009, where the assembled leaders agreed to the formation of a new EU-US Energy Council, the relaunch of the EU-US Dialogue on Development Assistance, and the adoption a Joint Declaration on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament.
OTHER INFORMATION:

· Austria is an advocate for the strengthening and deepening of the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP).
SOURCES:
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http://www.der.oas.org
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Austria

http://www.bmeia.gv.at/en
Austrian Development Agency

http://www.entwicklung.at/en.html
United Nations

http://www.un.org/en
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
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http://www.imf.org
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