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Date of Entry: April 5, 2001
National Day:  May 28 
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Ilham Aliyev 
Head of Government: Prime Minister Artur Rasizade
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Elin Suleymanov (January 23, 2012) 
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Elmar Maharram oglu Mammadyarov 
Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development: Mahmud Mammad-Quliyev
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Peace Fund, Inter-American Children’s Institute and Americas Magazine.
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	8.802
	8.897
	8.977
	9.049

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	33.09
	46.378
	43.076
	54.37

	GDP per capita (US$)
	3,759.28
	5,212.83
	4,798.24
	6,008.25

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	68.582
	77.649
	85.648
	90.79

	GDP growth (annual %)
	25.0
	10.8
	9.3
	4.28




    Source: Imf World eConomic outlook database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:
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	Year
	Azerbaijan
	All P.O.s
	%

	1999
	
	$8,055,934
	0%

	2000
	
	$9,515,678
	0%

	2001
	
	$6,923,000
	0%

	2002
	
	$8,460,084
	0%

	2003
	
	$12,125,944
	0%

	2004
	
	$11,908,651
	0%

	2005
	
	$11,650,039
	0%

	2006
	
	$19,080,470
	0%

	2007
	
	$20,298,894
	0%

	2008
	
	    $25,865,002
	0%

	2009
	
	    $19,618,820
	0%

	2010
	$25,000
	    $15,791,980
	0.16%

	2011
	$20,000
	    $15,766,615
	0.13%

	Total US$
	$45,000
	 $185,021,111
	0.02%


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS:
	Year
	Project
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2010
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Secretariat for Political Affairs - The Peace Fund
	 $                          10,000.00 
	 

	
	Inter-American Children’s Institute 
	 $                           10,000.00 
	 

	
	Department of Strategic Communications and Secretariat for External Relations- Image - Americas Magazine
	$                              5,000.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	 $                           25,000.00
	 

	2011
	Inter-American Children’s Institute
	$                            10,000.00
	

	
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Secretariat for Political Affairs - The Peace Fund
	$                              5,000.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
	$                              5,000.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                           20,000.00
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 $                          45,000.00 
	 


COOPERATION with the United Nations:
· Member since 1992; 

· Recognizes the importance of the United Nations in establishing and maintaining international peace and security, as well as in sustainable development and democratization; 

· Supports the idea of the reform within the United Nations;

· Cooperates with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the United Nations Development Program (UNIDO) to improve living standards and structural adjustments of economy;

· Cooperates with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) on the alleviation of the conditions for children and teenagers among the refugees and internal displaced persons; 

· Member of the Executive Board of UNICEF for the terms 1995-1997, 1998-2000;

· Member of ECOSOC for the period of 2003-2005; and
· Member of the Commission of the Status of Women (2000-2002). Azerbaijan is also a sponsor of the Commission’s annual resolution “Release of women and children taken hostage, including those subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts”.
	Contributions to the UN (In US$)
	2011

	Gross contributions
	397,281

	Credit from staff assessment
	44,977

	Net Contributions
	352,304


FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES:

· Promotion of the establishment of pluralistic democracy based on market economy and the rule of law; 

· Development of good-neighborly and mutually advantageous relations with neighboring countries; 

· Promotion of security and stability in the region; 

· Prevention of illegal arms and other transfers in the region; 

· Adherence to existing global non-proliferation regimes and establishment of a nuclear-free zone in the Southern Caucasus; 

· Demilitarization of the Caspian Sea basin; 

· Integration into European and Transatlantic security and cooperation structures, including North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Western European Union, European Union. 

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE

· Argentina:
· In 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding on political consultations was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of the Republic of Argentina;

· In 2006, an Agreement on transit without visa of diplomatic and service passport holders was signed between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Argentina;

· Brazil:
· In 2006, a Protocol of bilateral political consultations was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of External Relations of the Federal Republic of Brazil;

· In 2006, an  Agreement on partial cancellation if visa requirements was signed between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Federal Republic of Brazil;

· Canada:
· In 2003, an Memorandum of Understanding on conditions of implementation of the Training Program for 2002-2005 on reduction of gas waste products causing the greenhouse effect in the Caspian Basin was signed between the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Institute of Public Administration of Canada;

· In 2004 a Protocol to the Convention on abrogation of double taxation in respect to income and property taxes and prevention of tax evasion was signed between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Canada;

· In 2006 a Protocol of bilateral political consultations was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of External Relations of the Federal Republic of Brazil;

· In 2006, an Agreement on partial cancellation if visa requirements was signed between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Federal Republic of Brazil;

· Costa Rica:
· In 2002, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
       the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Costa Rica on 
       political consultations;
· Cuba:

· In 1992, and Agreement on Economic and Commercial Cooperation was signed between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Cuba;
· In 2006, and Agreement on Cooperation was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba;
· In 2006, and Agreement on visa-free transit of diplomatic, official and service passports holders was signed between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic of Cuba;
· Guatemala:

· In 2006 a Protocol on Cooperation was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala;
· Peru:

· In 2006 a Protocol on Cooperation was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Peru;
· United States:

· Azerbaijan was amongst the first countries to offer the United States support in the war against   
      terrorism, providing its airspace and the use of its airports for Operation Enduring Freedom in 
      Afghanistan. Azerbaijani troops are serving under the International Security Assistance Force 
      (ISAF) in Kabul and were praised for their performance by NATO officials. Since 1999 a 
      peacekeeping platoon of Azerbaijan’s Armed Forces has been participating in peacekeeping 
      operations in Kosovo within Kosovo Force (KFOR); 
· Azerbaijan works with the United States both bilaterally and multilaterally, through the GUAM   
      (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova) to prevent illegal trafficking and to secure borders;
· The United States and Azerbaijan jointly participate in the Caspian Guard program targeted at  
      weapons of mass destruction (WMD) proliferation, terrorism, and smuggling as well as 
      protecting the energy development and transportation in the Caspian as part of the larger   
      energy  security agenda. Azerbaijan also is a partner in international and United States led non 
      proliferation efforts;

· United States humanitarian programs in Azerbaijan focus on community development, health and economic opportunities, and support services, including training and business management consultations for vulnerable populations. Under a new humanitarian initiative, the Department of State will complete six Small Reconstruction Projects (SRP) in Azerbaijan. These projects raise the standard of beneficiaries by improving conditions in beneficiary institutions such as schools, clinics, orphanages and homes for the elderly;

· The United States and Azerbaijan have signed a bilateral trade agreement, which entered into force in April 1995 and confers to Azerbaijan the status of most favored nation.
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