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Date of Entry: December 20, 1972
National Day:  July 21 
Type of Government: Federal parliamentary democracy under a constitutional monarchy
Head of State: King Albert II (August 9, 1993)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Elio di Rupo (December 6, 2011)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Jan Matthysen (May 20, 2009)
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and European Affairs: Didier Reynders (December 6, 2011)
Minister for Development Cooperation: Paul Magnette (December 6, 2011)
Areas of Cooperation: Strengthening Multidimensional Security
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012 (est.)

	Population (in millions)
	10.667
	10.757
	10.84
	10.918
	10.997
	11.076

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	459.253
	506.716
	472.103
	467.779
	529.046
	549.681

	GDP per capita (US$)
	43,053.66
	47,105.67
	43,551.90
	42,844.77
	48,110.10
	49,629.50

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	378.575
	389.922
	383.057
	396.035
	414.321
	425.165

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2.793
	.795
	-2.653
	2.106
	2.420
	1.544



  Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2010:
	Year
	Belgium
	All POs
	%

	2009
	$           116,625
	$     19,618,820
	.5%

	2010
	$           123,892
	$     15,791,980
	.7%

	Total US$
	$           116,625
	$     35,410,800
	.6%


BELGIUM CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2009
	Action against Antipersonnel Landmines - Humanitarian Demining - Ecuador & Peru
	$             58,312.50

	
	Action against Antipersonnel Landmines - Humanitarian Demining - Ecuador & Peru
	$             58,312.50

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$           116,625.00

	2010
	Department of Public Security (DPS) – Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) - Demining Assistance Program - Ecuador/Peru
	$             61,946.00

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS) – Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) - Demining Assistance Program - Ecuador/Peru
	$             61,946.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$           123,892.00

	TOTAL
	
	$           240,517.00


Belgian Development Cooperation:
· Belgian development cooperation was .64% of GNI in 2010. Its goal is to reach .7%. Official Development Assistance (ODA) was $3,222,210,446.
· Belgium supports 18 partner countries. In Latin America, partner countries are Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru. Belgium also provides emergency and humanitarian aid to non-partner countries in case of need.
· Development aid in the framework of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is focused on five areas: healthcare; education and training; agriculture and food security; basic infrastructure; and society building.

· The execution of the cooperation programs is entrusted to the Directorate-General for Development Cooperation (DGDC), which forms part of the federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation. Cooperation between governments is prepared and financed by the DGDC, but it is implemented by the Belgian Technical Cooperation (BTC) organization.  
· Multilaterally, Belgium works with around 20 international organizations including UNICEF, World Health Organization (WHO), International Red Cross, and UNAIDS, and the European Union (EU) through the European Development Fund. Belgium also co-finances programs with NGOs principally for humanitarian aid – disaster prevention, emergency aid, as well as short-term assistance for reconstruction.
Involvement with the western hemisphere:
· Argentina:

· Both countries have signed cooperation agreements on science and technology and culture.

· Bolivia: 
· For the period 2008-2011, Belgium plans to contribute $57.14 million in the areas of healthcare in rural areas, environment, gender and multiculturalism.

· Activities in the healthcare sector are focused in the province of Chayanta.
· Brazil:

· Both countries cooperate on science and technology.
· Canada :
· In 2009, Canadian exports to Belgium were valued at $1.94 billion and Belgian exports to Canada at $1.48 billion.
· Both countries cooperate on human security and to put an end to the use of antipersonnel mines, cluster   
       munitions and child soldiers.
· Ecuador:
· For the period 2007 to 2010, Belgium contributed $45.73 million to the areas of rural development, social cohesion and justice in rural areas, and healthcare.

· Haiti: 
· As of February 1, 2010, Belgium has contributed more than $2.2 million to relief and reconstruction efforts in Haiti, channeled through the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Belgian Red Cross, and the government of Haiti. Additionally, the Belgian government has made an in-kind contribution to the Haitian government consisting of a 33-person urban search and rescue team and a 20-person field hospital.
· Peru: 
· For the period 2010-2013, Belgium plans to contribute $57.11 million in the areas of healthcare, sustainable development, gender, children’s rights, and the environment. The healthcare sector is to receive $28.45 million and sustainable development $18.49 million. $9.96 million will be awarded to Defensoría del Pueblo of the Peruvian Government to protect human rights.
· United States:
· Bilateral trade was worth $41 billion in 2010. Belgian exports to the United States include chemical products, machines and equipment, precious stones and metals, transport equipment, and mineral products; the United States exports services.
· Belgium contributes to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.
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