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Date of Entry: October 14, 2008
National Day:  August 1 
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Thomas Boni Yayi (April 6, 2006)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Cyrille Segbe Oguin (March 13, 2001)
Minister of Foreign Affairs, African Integration, Francophonie, and Beninese Abroad: Jean-Marie Ehouzou
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

(Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	8.877
	9.126
	9.381
	9.644

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	5.546
	6.718
	6.659
	6.649

	GDP per capita (US$)
	624.787
	736.158
	709.824
	689.461

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	12.167
	13.058
	13.529
	13.993

	GDP growth (annual %)
	4.647
	5.025
	2.503
	2.83



             Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Foreign Ministry – Goals/Areas of Responsibility:
· Consolidation of democracy and decentralization;

· Enhancement of the performance on cooperation for development;

· Reinforcement of the capacities of local actors;

· Promotion of technology transference;

· Technical and financial support; and

· Improvement and construction of social, economic and sanitary infrastructure.
International Cooperation Priorities of the Government of Benin:

· Strengthening the macro-economic framework; 

· Developing human capital and managing the environment; 

· Strengthening good governance and building institutional capacities; and
· Promoting and building the capacities of the poor to take part in the decision-making and production process.

Cooperation with the Americas:

· Benin has four diplomatic representations in the Americas: Canada, Cuba, and the United States, as well as the Beninese Mission to the UN.
· Canada: The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is cooperating with the Government of Benin on the thematic area of Environment and Urban Sanitation as main vector of the cooperation between both countries for the term 2004-2009. The total amount of Canadian Official Development Assistance to Benin totaled $17.71 million. 
· Cuba: In 2009 Cuba and Benin signed a cooperation agreement on athletics.
· United States: Cooperation between the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and Benin has been focused on fighting against the spread of HIV, combating malaria, improving literacy and reducing violence against women and children. The estimated total of USAID assistance to Benin is US$28.5 million.  In 2006 Benin signed a five-year Millennium Challenge Compact worth US$307 million to increase investment and private sector activity.
International Partners:

· Benin maintains relations of cooperation with several European countries, and anticipates receiving €340.2 million in assistance from them for the term 2008-2013, with a particular emphasis on projects related to infrastructure, energy and water.
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