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Date of Entry: October 28, 1997
National Day:  March 3
Type of Government: Parliamentary Democracy
Head of State: President Georgi Parvanov (January 22, 2002)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Boyko Borisov

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Elena Poptodorova (August 10, 2010)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Nikolay Mladenov (January 27, 2010)
Deputy Minister for the Americas: Marin Raykov
Director of the Americas Directorate: Hristo Gudjev
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

(Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	7.64
	7.607
	7.564
	7.531

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	42.115
	51.824
	48.569
	47.702

	GDP per capita (US$)
	5,512.28
	6,813.10
	6,421.32
	6,334.34

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	92.474
	100.344
	95.719
	96.778

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.143
	5.661
	-3.075
	.5



            Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Participation of Bulgaria in the International Development Cooperation:
The main development policy objective of Bulgaria is the eradication of poverty and associated issues to improve the quality of life in developing countries.  Development cooperation is implemented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through the International Development Cooperation Council (IDCC) whose members represent all relevant ministries and government institutions.  Bulgaria builds partnerships for development taking into account the following criteria:

· Existence of a certain level of political, diplomatic, trade, economic and cultural contacts with the respective country;

· Comparative advantages of Bulgaria for offering assistance: better experience compared to other donors in certain spheres, or better knowledge of the local needs and specificities;

· Meeting of the general conditions for cooperation with the donor community: undertaking of real steps by the recipient country to cope with the problems of its own development.

On the basis of these criteria, Bulgaria also identifies two groups of countries for cooperation in the sphere of development.  The first group, Priority States (to which the main resources in the cooperation for development are to be targeted), comprises states from the region of Southeast Europe and the Black Sea basin. In the future, on the basis of the accumulated experience and the existing financial potential, the range of the priority partners may be extended, including with countries from the group of the least developed states, especially in Africa, in the context of the commitment of the EU to target 50% of the assistance for development provided by the EU to that continent.  The second group consists of states with respect to which Bulgaria has undertaken international commitments within international organizations and coalitions (e.g., participation in the operations for the reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan).

The geographic priorities of the Bulgarian assistance for development do not restrict the providing of humanitarian aid or urgent ad hoc actions aimed at preventing or mitigating the consequences of crises, armed conflicts or actions against international terrorism. The Bulgarian policy of development cooperation will be focused in sectors in which the country has comparative advantages in providing assistance, expertise and capacity: education and training of specialists; building and maintaining the infrastructure; conducting reforms in the economic, financial, administrative and social spheres, and in health care; cultural diversity and tolerance; environmental protection and promotion of the sustainable development; security and post-conflict reconstruction.

Bulgaria is undergoing a process of transition from a recipient country of ODA to a donor country. This is a serious challenge from political, financial and even psychological perspective, which cannot be limited to formal undertaking of certain obligations.  Bulgaria has committed to strive to achieve the ODA targets for new EU member-states of 0.17% of GNI to be allocated for ODA by 2010 and 0.33% of GNI by 2015.

Involvement with the Western Hemisphere:
· In May 2005 the United States and the Republic of Bulgaria signed a defense cooperation agreement, which gives the United States military access to and shared use of several Bulgarian military facilities, and in June 2008, Bulgaria and the United States signed a weapons of mass destruction agreement and a Second Line of Defense agreement, both of which facilitate greater cooperation in preventing the proliferation of weapons and trafficking of illicit material. 
· In the last year Bulgaria had positive trade balance with Canada and the United States, and negative trade balance with Brazil and Peru. Bulgaria's global exports consist mainly of ferrous metals and articles made of cast iron, iron and steel, copper and articles made of copper and other non-ferrous metals. Another major group of exports consist of different kinds of machines, devices and mechanisms, electrical appliances, recording devices, chemical products, mineral fuels and lubricants, knitted goods, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals, tobacco and wine products. The main competitive advantages of Bulgaria consist of certain branches of industry with natural resources, cheap labor force and good transport conditions.
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