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Date of Entry: March 8, 1995
National Day:  October 28
Type of Government: Parliamentary democracy
Head of State: President Vaclav Klaus (March 7, 2003)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Petr Necas
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Petr Gandalovic 
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Karel Schwarzenberg (July 2010)
First Deputy Minister (Economic Diplomacy and Bilateral Relations with non-European Countries): Helena Bambasová
Department Head for the Americas: Kateřina Fialková
Department Head for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid: Hana Ševčíková
Head of the Czech Development Agency: Michal Pastvinský
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A 
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	10.287
	10.381
	10.468
	10.507

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	174.215
	216.089
	190.204
	192.152

	GDP per capita (US$)
	16,935.14
	20,815.54
	18,170.87
	18,288.28

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	249.764
	261.51
	252.957
	261.294

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.131
	2.464
	-4.124
	2.048




 Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Czech Republic Development Cooperation:
The principal goals of Czech development cooperation are defined in the Principles of the International Development Cooperation after the Accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union, which were approved by the Government in 2004. These goals include: 

· Poverty reduction;

· Economic and industrial development;

· Rural development;

· Good governance;

· Reinforcement of human rights;

· Sustainable development; and

· Post-conflict reconstruction.
Czech Republic Multilateral Cooperation:
The Czech Republic promotes multilateral international cooperation within the UN system, international financial institutions, and the European Council. The Czech Republic implements international multilateral development cooperation in the form of compulsory and voluntary contributions to the budget of an international organization; purpose-tied contributions to an international organization, with consideration for the priorities of the Czech Republic’s international development cooperation (e.g. trust funds, specific projects, and the posting of experts); and participation in the decision-making processes of international organizations.
Principles of the Development Cooperation Program:
Czech Development Cooperation is based on the following principles, which provide an orientation framework for planning, implementation and evaluation of this program: 

· Partnership. Czech Development Cooperation program is based on the principle of partnership, replacing the paradigm of the donor–recipient relationship. Governments of the aid-receiving countries shoulder the primary responsibility for the development in their countries and the policies of aid providers should simply reflect their needs.

· Efficiency. By stressing systemic approach, the Czech Development Cooperation program provides a basis for more efficient and economical provision of foreign aid. The proposal for delegating the task of implementing this program to a specialist centre and, later, an agency, is aimed to make the whole process of implementation more effective and the processes of project monitoring and evaluation more consistent and objective. 

· Transparency. The aid program is to be made a subject of public discussion which should include NGOs, business and academic communities and other civic interest groups. Wide range of information regarding targets, projects and results of the foreign aid projects is to be continuously provided to the general public to increase the level of public support.
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