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Date of Entry: September 23, 2008
National Day:  July 23
Type of Government: Military junta
Head of State: Mohamed Hussein Tantawi (acting since February 11, 2011 as Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Essam Sharaf (March 3, 2011)

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Sameh Shoukry (September 24, 2008)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Nabil Elaraby (March 6, 2011)
Assistant Foreign Minister for American Affairs and the OAS: Al Hussieny Mohamed Al Hussieny
Assistant Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs and International Cooperation: Mohamed Al-Oraby

Areas of Cooperation with the OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	73.6
	75.2
	76.8
	78.336

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	130.346
	162.435
	188.608
	218.466

	GDP per capita (US$)
	1,771.00
	2,160.04
	2,455.83
	2,788.83

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	405.421
	443.928
	468.934
	497.781

	GDP growth (annual %)
	7.088
	7.171
	4.674
	5.259



          Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
FOREIGN MINISTRY – GOALS/RESPONSIBILITIES:

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry aims to attract foreign investments, obtain economic assistance, and facilitate technology transfer.  Traditional relationships, such as those with African and Arab countries, are maintained primarily through regional organizations including the African Union and the Arab League.  The Ministry also works to advance Egypt's other strategic relationships, such as those with the United States and the European countries, which helps Egypt in its sustainable development efforts.

UNITED NATIONS: 

The United Nations began providing development assistance to Egypt in 1953 in its effort to reduce poverty and to promote sustainable development policies. UNDP Egypt supports activities in four practice areas: Poverty reduction, energy and environment, democratic governance, and crisis prevention and recovery.
International Cooperation:
Egypt aims to develop and enhance Egyptian economic interests, as well as direct Egypt's international relations to achieve international development targets and merge them with world economy. The total number of aid agreements concluded with Egypt’s development partners reached 44 in 2007, through which US$7.40 billion was provided to Egypt at a ratio of 28.5% of the total finance volume.  Total technical aid volume reached US$9.239 million at a ratio of 2.3% of the total finance volume.  Egypt’s total loan volume reached US$1.8 billion at a ratio of 69.2% of the total finance volume.

Involvement with the Western Hemisphere:
Egypt has signed a number of cooperation agreements with countries in the Western hemisphere:

· Argentina: In May 2005, Egypt and Argentina signed two cooperation agreements, one on culture and education and one on cooperation between the respective Foreign Ministries.
· Cuba: During the Ambassador’s visit to the country an Agreement on mutual exemption of Diplomatic visas was signed between Egypt and Cuba 

· Costa Rica: Two Agreements were signed between both countries in June 2008, the first on the establishment of a political consultation mechanism between their Foreign Ministries and the second on cooperation between the Diplomatic institutes of both countries

· El Salvador: Egypt restored relations with El Salvador in 1996.  The two countries signed a memorandum of political consultations, and Egypt’s International Center for Agriculture (EICA) offers four grants to El Salvador.
· Ecuador: In June 2008, Egypt contributed  nearly 50,000 Egyptian Pounds (Roughly US$9,000) in emergency aid to relieve the aftermath of Ecuador’s two disasters, Tungurahua volcano and the shores affected by the floods. The Egyptian Red Crescent provided medical assistance to the Ecuadorian victims.  
· Guatemala:  The two sides agreed on the importance of promoting cooperation between both countries, and are working to find opportunities for exchanging visits between members of the Chambers of commerce and industry. The Guatemalan side asked to be acquainted with Egypt's expertise in agriculture and tourism.
· United States: The US Agency for International Development (USAID) has provided over US$28 billion in economic and development assistance to Egypt since 1975, especially through the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI).  US military aid to Egypt has totaled US$1.3 billion annually, and the two countries cooperate on the biennial multilateral military exercise Operation Bright Star.
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