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Date of Entry: February 13, 2002
National Day:  February 24
Type of Government: Parliamentary Republic
Head of State: President Toomas Hendrik Ilves (October 9, 2006)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Andrus Ansip (since 12 April 2005)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Marina Kaljurand (September 9, 2011)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Urmas Paet (April 13, 2005)
Undersecretary for Economic and Development Affairs: Marina Kaljurand
Director, External Economic and Development Cooperation Department: Andre Pung
Director, Division for Africa, Near East, Middle East, and Latin America: Jüri Kahn
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	1.342
	1.343
	1.34
	1.333

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	21.694
	23.704
	19.305
	19.779

	GDP per capita (US$)
	16,160.24
	17,651.19
	14,402.46
	14,835.96

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	28.139
	27.297
	23.719
	24.689

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.92
	-5.064
	-13.899
	1.785



  Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Foreign Policy Aims:
· Retain its sovereignty, territorial integrity, constitutional order and public safety; 

· Participate in crisis management and peace support operations led by different international organizations (NATO, UN, OSCE, EU);

· Help with the growth of safety and well-being in the European Union neighborhood and in the entire world;

· Support the promotion of human rights and democracy;

· Prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruction; and
· Fight against terrorism.

Development Cooperation:
Estonia is engaged in bilateral development co-operation projects and international organizations as well as with development co-operation partners. It spends about 0.09% of Gross National Income annually (2006) on development co-operation.  The strategic objectives of Estonian development co-operation are: To contribute to reducing global poverty and human development in developing countries; to support peace and stability, the granting of human rights, the development of democracy as well as the promoting of good governance practices in developing countries; to support economic development and the liberalization of international trade system; and to support environmentally sustainable development.  The priority countries of Estonian development co-operation are Afghanistan, Georgia, Moldavia, and Ukraine.  Estonia will try to increase its contribution to 0.17% of GNI by 2010 to contribute its share to the improvement of global welfare and stability. 

United Nations:
Estonia became a member of the United Nations in 1991. Through voluntary contributions, Estonia regularly supports the operations of several United Nations agencies, such as the UN Development Program (UNDP), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations and the UN Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.  Estonia has ratified all principal UN human rights conventions and presented the reports foreseen in the conventions to the UN treaty bodies monitoring their implementation.
Involvement with the Western Hemisphere:
· Argentina: Argentina and Estonia have signed an Agreement on the Abolishment of Visa Requirements (2004) and a Protocol on Cooperation (2000).
· Brazil: Trade with Brazil accounted for 0.2% of Estonia’s total trade. Exports to Brazil totaled €20.1 million in value. The following agreements have been signed between the two countries:

· Agreement on Co-operation in the Field of Culture, Education and Science; and
· Agreement on Co-operation in the Field of Tourism.
· Canada: Canada was the 27th largest trade partner for Estonia in terms of trade volume. Estonia’s main exports to Canada were mineral products (mineral fuel, mineral oils and products of their distillation), which accounted for €52.5 million. The following agreements have been signed between the two countries:

· Memorandum of Understanding between Estonia and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) concerning the Official Development Assistance in Central Europe Program (ODACE)(2004). Currently, a project directed at the strengthening of the Georgian Parliament as an institution and at the development of a democratic society has received bilateral approval; and
· Agreement on Social Security between Estonia and Canada (2006).
· Chile: The following treaties have been signed between Estonia and Chile: An Agreement on visa free travel (2000) and a Memorandum on Cooperation between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs (2000).
· Haiti: As of January 29, 2010, the government of Estonia had contributed a total of US$356,421 to the Estonian Rescue Board (ERB) and the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) to assist in relief and reconstruction efforts in Haiti.
· United States: The principal framework of co-operation between Estonia and United States is in the field of state defense because of their joint membership in NATO (Estonia became a Member in 2004) and bilateral agreements. The legal basis for bilateral defense co-operation between Estonia and the United States was laid down in the memorandum on co-operation in defense and military relations between the Defense Ministries signed in 1995. In 2000, the intergovernmental agreement for the protection of classified military intelligence was signed. In 2002, the intergovernmental agreement on the prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and on the development of defense and military relations was signed. In 2008, an agreement was signed that regulates the logistics support conditions of joint military exercises and operations (an Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement, or ACSA. Also, the United States has supported the development of Estonia's Defense Forces within the Security Assistance framework with approximately US$7 million annually since 1997. The most extensive assistance programs are the Foreign Military Financing (FMF) and the International Military Education and Training (IMET) programs.
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