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Date of Entry: November 18, 1989
National Day:  May 9
Type of Organization: Intergovernmental and supranational organization
Heads: 
President of the European Commission: José Manuel Barroso (November 23, 2004)


President of the European Council: Herman Van Rompuy (December 1, 2009)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador João Vale de Almeida (August 10, 2010)
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy: Catherine Ashton
Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid, and Crisis Response: Kristalina Georgieva
Commissioner for Development: Andris Piebalgs
Director General EuropeAid Development and Cooperation Directorate General (DEVCO): Fokion Fotiadis
Director General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion: László Andor
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Strengthening Multidimensional Security (CICAD, OHMA); Protecting Human Rights; Promoting Democracy (DECO); Advancing Integral Development (DSD) 
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Population (in thousands)
	322,346
	324,167
	325,947
	491,583
	201,125

	GDP (in billions)
	14,676.4
	16,939.5
	18,387.8
	16,191.0
	24,400

	GDP per capita 
	45,529.8
	52,255.4
	56,413.4
	32,936.4
	32,615

	GDP, PPP (in billions)
	13,959.90
	14,796.44
	15,262.82
	14,851.39
	15,170

	GDP growth (annual %)
	3.443
	3.066
	1.021
	-4.187
	2.0


CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011: 
	Year
	European Union
	All POs
	%

	1999
	200,616
	8,055,934
	2.5%

	2000
	67,193
	9,515,678
	0.7%

	2001
	128,000
	6,923,000
	1.8%

	2002
	202,607
	8,460,084
	2.4%

	2003
	2,534,281
	12,125,944
	20.9%

	2004
	900,863
	11,908,651
	7.6%

	2005
	913,917
	11,650,039
	7.8%

	2006
	1,003,730
	19,080,470
	5.3%

	2007
	1,111,716
	20,298,894
	5.5%

	2008
	1,642,860
	25,865,002
	6.4%

	2009
	888,708
	19,618,820
	4.5%

	2010
	1,363,716
	15,791,980
	8.6%

	2011
	1,115,155
	15,766,615
	8.5%

	Total US$
	10,219,124
	185,021,111
	6.3%
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EUROPEAN UNION CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	1999
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
	US$146,324

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development
	US$54,292

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$200,616

	2000
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD
	US$67,193

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$67,193

	2001
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Chemical Precursors – Control Systems in the Caribbean
	US$73,000

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Inter-American Drug Information System (IADIS)
	US$55,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$128,000

	2002
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – IADIS, Online Management Project
	US$58,444

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Drug Abuse Epidemiological and Surveillance System in the Caribbean
	US$144,163

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$202,607

	2003
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	US$618,275

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA – Demining Project
	US$1,128,600

	
	Office of the ASG – Special Mission to Haiti
	US$641,160

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security – CICAD
	US$146,246

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$2,534,281

	2004
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Strengthening Access to Justice in the Americas
	US$433,346

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) Dominican Republic/Conflict Resolution Project Bolivia
	US$467,517

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$900,863

	2005
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Strengthening Access to Justice in the Americas (Phase II)
	US$512,414

	
	Multidimensional Security (SMS) / AICMA/PADCA NI F04 & SP – EACO
	US$293,232

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Integration of Sustainable Development to RTAs
	US$108,271

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$913,917

	2006
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA - Demining Programs
	US$942,400

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – EOM Dominican Republic
	US$61,330

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,003,730

	2007
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Promotion of Racial and Ethnic Equality
	US$364,256

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD
	US$747,460

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,111,716

	2008
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	US$492,809.40

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Ethnic, Racial Equality and Rights
	US$408,848

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA – Ecuador/Peru – Cordillera Condor
	US$228,729

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector in the Caribbean
	US$512,474

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,642,860

	2009
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights / Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression
	US$387,050.33

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American, and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	US$501,658

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$888,708

	2010
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector Caribbean
	US$624,632

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights - Strengthening the Right to Freedom of Expression in the Americas
	US$400,152

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights - Promoting Ethnic and Racial Equality and Protecting the Rights of Traditionally Excluded Groups in Latin America
	US$338,932

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,363,716

	2011
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector Caribbean
	US$305,498

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Haiti
	US$655,739

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD - Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American, and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	US$153,918

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,115,155

	TOTAL
	
	US$11,334,279


Background:
· The European Union began in 1952 with the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The ECSC started with six founding countries – Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands.  Subsequent treaties include the 1957 Treaty of Rome, which created the European Economic Community (EEC), and the 1991 Treaty of Maastricht, which created the European Union.
· The first enlargement of the EU took place in 1973 with the entrance of Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom, and in 1979 the first elections for the European Parliament were held. Greece joined the Community in 1981, followed by Portugal and Spain in 1986 and Austria, Finland, and Sweden in 1995.  Eight Eastern European countries – the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia – as well as Malta and Cyprus joined the Union in 2004, and Romania and Bulgaria joined in 2007.
· Since 1999 the European Union has had a common currency, the Euro (With some countries excluded from the zone), and the European Central Bank is the agency responsible for currency management. 

The Treaty of Lisbon:
· Ratified by all Member States in 2009, the Treaty of Lisbon amends the EU’s two core treaties: the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty Establishing the European Community.  
· The result is the merging of the European Union and the European Community into a single legal personality.  This enables the EU to conclude international agreements, join international organizations, and resulted in the designation of a new high-level official, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, to strengthen the EU’s international presence and increase coherency in diplomacy, security, trade and humanitarian aid.  
· The Lisbon Treaty also establishes a clear division of labor between the EU and its Member States.  The EU has exclusive jurisdiction over areas such as antitrust rules, monetary policy of the Euro zone, and trade.  The Member States have primary responsibility in fields such as health care delivery, education, and industry.  The EU and the Member States share jurisdiction over the internal market, agriculture, transport, the environment, and energy.  

Member States:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.  All member states of the EU also maintain permanent observer missions to the OAS with the exception of Malta.
Political Bodies:
The European Union has three different decision-making organs that work together:

· The main decision-making organ of the EU is the Council of the European Union (Council of Ministers), which is made up of the relevant ministers from each member state; that is, one meeting may call upon the ministers of finance, another the foreign ministers, and so on.  The presidency rotates among the member states every six months.  The Council shares legislative powers with the Parliament; it also has an executive function through the Ministers that make it up.
· The European Parliament has 785 seats and its members are elected by popular vote every five years.  It shares legislative power with the Council of Ministers.
· The European Commission is the executive organ of the EU.  Its members, one from each member state, are appointed for five-year terms by the Member States to specific portfolios.
International Development Cooperation:
· Development assistance and cooperation, originally concentrated in Africa, was extended to Asia, Latin America and the southern and eastern Mediterranean countries in the mid-1970s. The underlying purpose is always to support sustainable growth and development in the partner countries, so that they have the resources to tackle and eradicate poverty.
· The EC and the EU member countries fund over half of the world’s development aid and together are the biggest aid donor in the world.

· The main thematic and sectoral areas covered (sub-activities) are those on which the development policy focuses: linking trade with development, regional integration and co-operation, support for macro-economic policies and promoting equitable access to social services in coherence with the macro-economic framework, supporting transport, promoting food security and sustainable rural development and support for institutional capacity building.
· The ultimate objective of Union policy is to give disadvantaged people in the third world control over their own development. This means attacking the sources of their vulnerability:

· Poor access to food and clean water;
· Education;
· Health;
· Employment;
· Land;
· Social services;
· Infrastructure; 
· A sound environment; and
· Disease eradication and guarantee access to medicine.

· EU trade or cooperation agreements with outside countries now include a human rights clause as a matter of routine. Failure to comply entails automatic penalties in terms of lost market access or frozen or cancelled aid projects.

· The Directorate General for Development (DG DEV) contributes significantly to policy formulation in policy areas such as environment, trade, and fisheries, which fall under the responsibility of other Commission services. It also does substantive policy coordination, for example, with the European Investment Bank, the Bretton Woods institutions, the African Development Bank, the African Union/Commission, G-8 and others.  It formulates the development policy applicable to all developing countries.
Cooperation strategy for the period 2007-2013:
· The strategy for the period 2007-2013 is provided by the EU Development Policy Statement “The European Consensus on Development” and was adopted by the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers, the Member States and the European Commission in December 2005. 
· This Statement affirms that the primary and overarching objective of EU development cooperation is the eradication of poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
· It also highlights the importance of partnership with the developing countries, as well as the promotion of good governance, human rights and democracy, in order to achieve fair and equitable globalization. 
· The Statement sets out a differentiated approach, according to the relevant context and needs, and proposes a common thematic framework which includes social cohesion and employment, as well as trade and regional integration, among the priorities for Community cooperation.  
· It also contains a specific chapter on mainstreaming cross​cutting issues. Special reference is made to the promotion of human rights, gender equality, democracy, good governance, children’s rights and the rights of indigenous peoples, conflict prevention, environmental sustainability and combating HIV/AIDS. These cross-cutting issues are both objectives in themselves and vital factors in strengthening the impact and sustainability of cooperation in general.

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· The EU’s relations with Latin American countries have developed at the bi-regional level (European Union-Latin America), and a number of specialized dialogues within this broader relationship are ongoing with specific sub-regions (MERCOSUR, Andean Community, and Central America), and between the EU and specific countries (Mexico and Chile), with whom the EU has signed Association Agreements.  
· Every two years, a high level meeting of Heads of States and Governments between the EU-Latin America & Caribbean (LAC) take place. These Summits often constitute milestones in the relationship between both regions. The most recent EU-LAC Summit took place in Lima, Peru (16-17 May 2008).  
Cooperation priorities for Latin America 2007-2013
 

· Reduction of poverty, inequalities, and exclusion; 

· Support the participation of indigenous and afro-descendants; 

· Combat drug trafficking; 

· Human Rights;

· Migration; 

· Regional trade integration and facilitation of foreign direct investment; 

· Sustainable, human, and social development (including health, education, gender, youth and children, employment and decent work); 

· Good governance; and 

· Social cohesion. 

Cooperation priorities for Central America 2007-2013

· Support the process of political, economic and social integration in the context of preparation of the future Association Agreement between the EU and Central America;
· Reinforce the regional economic integration process; and
· Strength regional security.
Cooperation priorities for the Caribbean 2007-2013

· Support regional integration and increase global competitiveness; 

· Fight organized crime, and prevent money laundering and tax fraud; 

· Support to infrastructure – airports, ports, ICT; 

· Focus on renewable energies; 

· Education; 

· Combat HIV/AIDS; and 

· Environment: combat land degradation, deforestation, biodiversity loss, fish stock 
        management.

Bilateral cooperation priorities with OAS Member States

Argentina

· Strengthening of Argentina’s education, training and human resources development;
· Improvement of the country’s economic competitiveness;
Bolivia

· Generate sustainable economic opportunities for decent work in micro-enterprises and small and medium-sized enterprises;
· Reduce poverty;
· Support Bolivia’s fight against illicit drug production and trafficking by means of comprehensive development and the rationalization of coca production through social control mechanisms; and
· Sustainable management of natural resources, in particular through support for the integrated management of international river basins.
· Brazil

· An indicative amount of € 61 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Contribute to enhancing social inclusion and achieving greater equality;
· Promote Europe’s image and culture in Brazil, and academic exchanges; and
· Promote the environmental dimension of sustainable development;
Chile

· An indicative allocation of € 41 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Enhance social cohesion;

· Promote academic exchanges and scholarships; and

· Promote innovation and competitiveness in the Chilean economy, while guaranteeing sustainable growth and an attention to trade facilitation policies and mechanisms.

Colombia

· An indicative allocation € 160 million has been designated for the period 2007 and 2013;
· Promote peace at the national and local level, including alternative development initiatives;
· Provide assistance to the victims of violence;
· Promote human rights, good governance and the fight against impunity;
· Rule of law, justice and human rights; 
· Promote competitiveness and trade in the Colombian economy; and
· Support the government’s efforts to consolidate the presence of the State throughout the territory.
Costa Rica

· An indicative allocation of € 34 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Improve social cohesion by supporting modernization of the state with a view to improving social services;
· Reduce poverty and social and geographical inequalities; and
· Support regional integration in Central America with a view to supporting the country’s efforts to develop convergent policies with the region, making it more competitive and improving its trading position.

Ecuador

· An indicative allocation of € 137 million has been designated for the period 2007-13;
· Contribute to increased government social investment to increase the access of marginalized and disadvantaged communities to social services;
· Promote good governance; and

· Generate sustainable economic opportunities and promoting regional integration by supporting competitive micro-enterprises and small- and medium-sized enterprises.

· El Salvador

· An indicative allocation of € 121 million has been designated for the period 2007​-2013;
· Foster the democratization process and the socio-economic development of the country, focusing on social cohesion (reducing poverty and combating inequalities and exclusion), good governance and human rights; and
· Support integration of El Salvador into the regional and world economy and to increase trade relations with the EU, mainly by means of a more consolidated regional integration process and the introduction of environment-related international standards and norms.
Guatemala

· An indicative allocation of € 135 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Promote a well governed democracy respectful of the indigenous people and their rights;

· Reduce social violence through the integration of youth into society;
· Support the rule of law; and
· Promote citizen security.
Honduras

· Support capacity-building projects in health;
· Enhance disaster prevention;
· Strengthen the Honduran civil society in assisting its inclusion into regional/international forums and institutions;
· Promote sustainable management of natural resources;
· Promote women’s rights and activities in forestry and an equal participation in benefits;

· Promote the recognition of ethnic groups’ rights;
· Improve justice and public security;
· Improve education by widening access to education in poor and rural areas;

Mexico

· Promote democracy, human right and rule of law;
· Security issues: fight against terrorism, organized crime, and drug and human trafficking;
· Environmental issues: climate change, natural disasters, fight against overexploitation of fish stocks; and
· Social-Economic issues: development policy, investment and social responsibility, social policies, migration, poverty, energy security, open markets, maritime policy.
Nicaragua

· The level of cooperation between the European Union and Nicaragua, the highest in Latin America, is linked to Nicaragua’s high levels of poverty and to European countries’ willingness to consolidate democracy and implies a substantial political dialogue. The European Union (Member States and Commission) accounts for more than 50% of total cooperation aid to Nicaragua, and is a key actor in development;

· An indicative allocation of € 214 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Strengthen participation of civil society, particularly local actors, in the design of global, sector and development policies;

Education: raise the quantitative and qualitative level of life with a special emphasis on education and in particular on vocational education; 

· Good governance and democracy: support effective implementation of the rule of law, and an actual separation of powers, also to address legal insecurity with regard to property and land tenure and other governance related issues.

· Promote social cohesion; and

· Reduce poverty.

Panama

· The EU is the top foreign investor in Panama, the leading aid donor to the country and its third trading partner;
· An indicative allocation of €38 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013;
· Improve social cohesion focusing on social policies and services in order to reduce poverty; and
· Support regional integration with the Central American countries to develop policies in line with those of the rest of the region. 
Paraguay

· Improve basic education;

· Support efforts for a better integration of Paraguay’s economy;
· Promote human rights and gender equality;

· Protect indigenous peoples rights; and

· Promote environment protection;

Peru

· Fight against drugs;

· Reduce poverty and social inequality;

· Contribute to a sustainable environment, greater social cohesion and regional integration; and

· Support for modernization of the State, strengthening good governance and social inclusion.
Uruguay

· An indicative allocation of € 31 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013
· Improve social and territorial cohesion; and
· Promote economic development, innovation, and research.
Venezuela

· An indicative allocation of €40 million has been designated for the period 2007-2013

· Support the modernization and decentralization of the State and its institutions;

· Diversify the country’s economy and provide equitable and sustainable economic growth;

· Reduce poverty and foster social cohesion;

· Facilitate and support the  government of Venezuela’s obligations to ensure that indigenous peoples are consulted through appropriate bodies, whenever consideration is given to development activities or legislative and administrative measures, which may affect them directly; and

· Environment: assist the authorities in addressing challenges such as urban and industrial waste and deforestation;

Bilateral Cooperation with the OAS:
· On December 17, 2009, the Memorandum of Understanding between the European Union and the General Secretariat of the OAS was signed at OAS Headquarters.  This agreement provides a framework for increased dialogue and cooperation in areas of common interest within Latin America and the Caribbean, especially on the protection of human rights, the advancement of integral development, the strengthening of democracy and other issues of transnational relevance.  The MoU institutionalizes formal and regular bilateral consultative meetings on policy issues; engagement in ongoing consultations and reciprocal sharing of information regarding especially the EU-LAC Summits and the OAS General Assembly; and exchanges of experiences and best practices.  The agreement also provides an opening for potential contractual relations in the future, as well as for identifying specific opportunities for collaboration between the two sides.  

· This development results from the European Union’s greater focus on bi-regional cooperation, as a complement to bilateral, multilateral and sector-specific forums.  This refocus is evidenced by the EU’s Strategic Partnership with the countries of LAC, as expressed via the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council – COM(2009) 495/5.  Said Communication expresses the political will in the EU for, “strengthening dialogue and coordination with other regional processes such as… the Organization of American States, etc…”

SOURCES:
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Development Cooperation Directorate – Development Assistance Committee http://www.oecd.org/dac
United Nations

http://www.un.org
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
The World Bank
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This page was last updated on February 15, 2012
� For the 2007-2013 period, � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/index_en.htm" \o "EU assistance" �EU assistance� amounts to around € 3 billion, while for the same period the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eib.org/projects/regions/ala/index.htm" \o "European Investment Bank" \t "_blank" �European Investment Bank� is authorized to lend up to €2.8 billion. Furthermore, the EU is the leading investor in the region and the second � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/trade/issues/bilateral/regions/lac/index_en.htm" \o "trading partner" �trading partner� of Latin America. 





� EU as the leading donor of official development aid to Central America and its countries, with € 840 million set aside.
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