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Date of Entry: January 6, 1988

National Day:  December 6
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Sauli Niinistö (March 1, 2012)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Jyrki Katainen (June 22, 2011)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Ritva Koukku-Ronde (September 9, 2011)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Erkki Tuomioja (June 22, 2011)
Minister for Foreign Trade and Development: Alexander Stubb
Minister for International Development: Heidi Hautala
Director General for the Department of the Americas and Asia: Elina Kalkku

Chairperson of the National Development Committee: Nina Suomalainen
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Promoting Democracy (DECO), Protecting Human Rights (IACHR, ICW), Advancing Integral Development (DSD)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	5.3
	5.326
	5.351
	5.377
	5.290

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	246.306
	271.751
	238.437
	239.232
	270.6

	GDP per capita (US$)
	46,468.58
	51,020.39
	44,555.81
	44,488.64
	50,090

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	186.993
	192.841
	178.642
	185.979
	196.7

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5.333
	.922
	-8.018
	2.424
	2.7



        Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:
	Year
	Finland
	All POs
	%

	1999
	 
	$    8,055,934
	0.0%

	2000
	 
	$    9,515,678
	0.0%

	2001
	$                   60,000
	$    6,923,000
	0.9%

	2002
	$                   50,590
	$    8,460,084
	0.6%

	2003
	$                   98,648
	$  12,125,944
	0.8%

	2004
	$                 592,849
	$  11,908,651
	5.0%

	2005
	 
	$  11,650,039
	0.0%

	2006
	$                 332,337
	$  19,080,470
	1.7%

	2007
	$                 320,559
	$  20,298,894
	1.6%

	2008
	 
	$  25,865,002
	0.0%

	2009
	$                 284,740
	$  19,618,820
	1.5%

	2010
	$                 288,099
	$  15,791,980
	1.8%

	2011
	$                 430,470
	$  15,766,615
	2.7%

	Total US$
	$             2,458,292
	$185,021,111
	1.2%
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FINLAND CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2001
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) Nicaragua
	$                      60,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      60,000.00

	2002
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)  – Decentralization of Local Government
	$                        8,046.00

	
	General Secretariat
	$                      42,544.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      50,590.00

	2003
	Summits of the Americas Secretariat – Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	$                      98,648.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      98,648.00

	2004
	General Secretariat – Declaration of Indigenous Peoples
	$                    181,306.00

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Support to Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women
	$                    411,543.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    592,849.00

	2005
	SUBTOTAL
	$                                0.00

	2006
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Support to Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women
	$                    282,337.00

	
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO)   – EOM Venezuela
	$                      50,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    332,337.00

	2007
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)  – Rapporteur for the Rights of Women
	$                    320,559.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    320,559.00

	2009
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)  – Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence
	$                      79,914.00

	
	Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) – Protection and Sustainable Use of Cross-boundary Aquifers in Mesoamerica
	$                      79,914.00

	
	Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) – Democracy and Gender Perspective in Local Public Finances
	$                    124,912.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    284,740.00

	2010
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) - OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Haiti
	$                    288,099.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    288,099.00

	2011
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Promoción de Principios y mejores practicas para la Protección de las Defensoras y Defensores de Derechos Humanos en las Américas
	$                    215,235.00

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Payment for Environmental Services and Climate Change and Variability in the Andean/Amazon Region
	$                    215,235.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    430,470.00

	TOTAL
	
	$                2,458,292.00


Foreign Ministry – Goals/Areas of Responsibility:

The core responsibilities of the Ministry are related to foreign relations, security policy and assistance to other branches of government in the coordination of international affairs.  The Ministry’s goals are the creation of an influential and successful Finland in an equitable international community which generates security, and of an open and service-oriented Ministry. Guiding principles are coherence, complementary implementation and effectiveness. Development assistance appropriations for 2010 are $1.366 billion, or 0.56 percent of Finland’s gross national income (GNI). The Foreign Ministry is responsible for the administration of official development assistance (ODA).
The Foreign Ministry is heading up a campaign by the Government of Finland to win a non-permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council for 2013-2014 from the Western European and Other Groups (WEOG). Elections for this seat will take place in the fall of 2012. It has served in this capacity twice before. The Foreign Ministry of Finland works on issues such as human rights and development, disarmament, and strengthening of international law. Finland contributes troops to UN peacekeeping missions around the world.
International Development Cooperation:
· Poverty eradication is the main aim of Finland’s development policy in accordance with Millennium Development Goals.
· Finland’s priorities are climate and environmental issues, prevention of crises, and support for peace-building processes.

· Finland considers that trade policy is equally as important as development cooperation. Finland believes it is the industrialized countries’ obligation to change production and consumption habits towards more ecologically sustainable practices.
· The Government of Finland has a private-sector development program based on advice and financial support for match-making between companies in Finland and companies in developing countries.

· For Finland, the most important implementer of multilateral cooperation are the UN agencies, followed by development finance institutions such as the World Bank, regional development institutions, and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

· Finland’s eight long-term partner countries are Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Tanzania, Vietnam and Zambia. Partner countries recovering from violent crises are currently Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Sudan and the Palestinian Territories.
· Development Policy:

· Finland provides regional support to the Central American and Andean regions, emphasizing sustainable environmental development and the position and rights of indigenous peoples through bilingual and human rights education. 
· Diplomatic Efforts:

· Finland has recently opened an additional honorary consulate in Dominica in order to strengthen its relations with the Caribbean.

· Finland maintains embassies in Canada, the United States, Mexico, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Peru, Brazil, Chile and Argentina.

Involvement in Latin America:
· Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru:
· After an initial allocation of $2.55 million, Finland maintains a project in the region called BioCAN, which promotes sustainable use of local natural resources and emphasizes the importance of biodiversity.

· A $6.51 million bilingual education project, EIBAMAZ, reaches out to indigenous populations and teachers.

· In order to facilitate the peaceful social development of the border between Peru and Ecuador, Finland has provided $7.08 million.

· Brazil

· Brazil is Finland’s top trading partner after the European Union (EU), Russia, United States, China and India.

· Nicaragua:
· Nicaragua is one of Finland’s long-term cooperative development partners. In 2009, total Finnish aid to Nicaragua was around $12.74 million, focusing on projects in rural development, health care and improving governance.

· A fund established in 2005 by Finland, the Netherlands and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has supported a total of 60 projects in 45 municipalities promoting equality and sexual and reproductive rights. Finland is supporting the fund’s operations in 2009-2013.
SOURCES:
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs

http://www.der.oas.org
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland 

http://formin.finland.fi/
United Nations

http://www.un.org
This page was last updated on April 18, 2012
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

http://www.oecd.org
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
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