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Date of Entry: December 6, 1972
National Day:  October 3, the Day of German Unity
Type of Government: Federal Republic
Head of State: President Joachim Gauck (since 18 March 2012)
Head of Government: Chancellor Angela Merkel (since 22 November 2005)

Permanent Observer: Dr. Peter Ammon (since 9 September 2011)
Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs: Guido Westerwelle (since 28 October 2009)
Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ): Dirk Niebel
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Promoting Democracy; Defending Human Rights; Fostering Integral Development and Prosperity; Ensuring a Multidimensional Approach to Security
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	82.177
	82.013
	81.767
	81.603
	81.47

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	3,333.93
	3,651.62
	3,338.68
	3,315.64
	3,577.03

	GDP per capita (US$)
	40,570.06
	44,524.95
	40,831.66
	40,631.24
	37,900

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	2,842.49
	2,925.03
	2,814.01
	2,940.43
	3,789.7

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2.663
	0.988
	-4.72
	3.332
	3.0



         Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:
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	Year
	Germany
	All P.O.s
	%

	1999
	159,645
	8,055,934
	2.0%

	2000
	
	9,515,678
	0.0%

	2001
	
	6,923,000
	0.0%

	2002
	92,440
	8,460,084
	1.1%

	2003
	34,869
	12,125,944
	0.3%

	2004
	110,034
	11,908,651
	0.9%

	2005
	9,500
	11,650,039
	0.1%

	2006
	31,880
	19,080,470
	0.2%

	2007
	15,300
	20,298,894
	0.1%

	2008
	2,422,158
	23,865,002
	10%

	2009
	1,185,893
	19,618,820
	5.8%

	2010
	708,977
	15,791,980
	4.4%

	2011
	406,464
	15,766,615
	2.5%

	Total US$
	5,177,160
	185,021,111
	2.79%


GERMANY CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	1999
	SEDI / Office of Science and Technology (OS&T) – GTZ Project
	US$159,645
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$159,645
	

	2002
	Special OAS Mission in Haiti
	US$92,440
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$92,440
	

	2003
	OS&T – SIM and IAAC
	US$23,720
	

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Political Dialogue – Andean Region
	US$11,149
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$34,869
	

	2004
	Office of the ASG – Special OAS Mission in Haiti
	US$100,000
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP)
	US$10,034
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$110,034
	

	2005
	Office of Education, Science, and Technology
	US$9,500
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$9,500
	

	2006
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) – Disaster Risk Management Project
	US$31,880
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$31,880
	

	2007
	UPD – Workshop “Application of Standard Criteria for Evaluating Electoral Processes”
	US$13,513
	

	
	SER/DIA- Training Seminar for Latin American Diplomats
	
	US$6,732

	
	SEDI – Application of Quality Criteria in the Environmental and Food Sector (1st phase)
	US$101,580
	US$237

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$115,093
	US$6,969

	2008
	SEDI/DSD – Central America Small Valley Flood Alert and Vulnerability Programme
	US$233,997
	

	
	OSG – Training Seminar for Latin American Diplomats
	
	US$6,732

	
	SAP/Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) – Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Management Bodies – Strengthening of Electoral Management Bodies’ Institutional Capacity
	US$33,426
	

	
	SAP /DECO – Third Meeting of the Association of Caribbean Electoral Organizations (ACEO) – Strengthening of Electoral Management Bodies’ Institutional Capacity
	US$113,344
	

	
	SAP/DECO – 2008 Inter-American Conference on Electoral Issues – Strengthening of Electoral Management Bodies’ Institutional Capacity
	US$133,656
	

	
	Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SAJ) – Support of OAS Activities to Promote the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America
	US$126,725
	

	
	SAP/Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) – MAPP – Supporting the Activities of the OAS towards Safeguarding Victims in Colombia
	US$567,023
	

	
	SEDI/DST – Application of Quality Criteria in the Environmental and Food Sector (2nd phase)
	US$194,345
	US$1,018

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,402,516
	US$7,750

	2009
	SEDI/DSD – Central America Small Valleys Flood Alert and Vulnerability Programme
	US$503,444
	

	
	SAJ/Department of International Law (DIL) – Support of OAS Activities to Promote the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America
	US$228,495
	

	
	SAP/Peace Fund- Culture of Peace Project Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone
	US$50,000
	

	
	SAP/DSDSM – MAPP – Supporting the Activities of the OAS towards Safeguarding Victims in Colombia
	US$138,441
	

	
	SAP/DECO – Incorporation of the Gender Perspective into the Electoral Observation Methodology of the OAS
	US$63,900
	

	
	SEDI – Application of Quality Criteria in the Environmental and Food Sector (2nd phase)
	US$201,613
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$1,185,893

	

	2010
	SAJ/DIL – Support of OAS Activities to Promote the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America
	US$224,340
	

	
	SAP/DECO – Incorporation of the Gender Perspective in the Electoral Observation Process
	US$127,795
	

	
	SAP/DSDSM – OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) – Support to Witness Protection in Colombia
	US$356,842.28
	

	
	SAP/DSDM- Training Seminar for Latin American Diplomats
	
	US$6,732

	
	Application of Quality Criteria in the Environmental and Food Sector
	
	US$195,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$708,977,28
	US$201,732

	2011
	SAJ/DIL – Support of OAS Activities to Promote the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America
	US$164,686
	

	
	SAP/DSDM – Supporting the OAS’ Mission’s Activities towards Safeguarding Victims in Colombia (MAPP) – Land Rights
	US$241,778
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$406,464
	

	TOTAL
	
	US$5,177,160
	US$216,451


GERMANY PLEDGED CONTRIBUTIONS:

	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions (Planned)
	In-Kind Contributions (Planned)

	2012
	SAP/DSDM - MAPP Support of OAS Activities to Promote the Rights of Victims in Colombia
	€ 450,000.00
	

	
	SAP/DEPM - Strengthening the Civil Registry in Bolivia, Ecuador, Paraguay and Peru - PUICA
	€ 420,000.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	€ 870,000.00
	

	TOTAL
	
	€ 870,000.00
	


Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ):
German development policy is based on the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals with the guiding principle to protect and promote human rights. Six priority areas for German development are:
· Sustainable poverty reduction, with a particular emphasis on education;

· Reducing structural deficits, supporting models of good governance;

· Strengthening civil society, facilitating greater engagement;

· Promoting business and industry, fostering corporate social responsibility and private sector development partnerships;

· Enhancing effectiveness, gaining maximum results from development funds; and

· Improving visibility, educating and informing the public in order to build support for the aims and issues involved.
Germany works on these issues in partnership with NGOs, churches, political foundations, and implementing organizations such as the UN and the OAS.
FEDERAL Foreign Office – Goals/Areas of Responsibility:
The Federal Foreign Office is responsible for promoting foreign trade, international law, and humanitarian aid in addition to protecting Germans abroad and maintaining the German relationship with the United Nations.  The regional focuses of the Federal Foreign Office include the Middle East, Southeastern Europe, Transatlantic Relations, Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Priority partner countries for development include: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru.
GERMAN STRATEGY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 2010:

The 2010 “Germany, Latin America and the Caribbean: A Strategy Paper by the German Government” seeks to promote the potential for greater global governance focusing on three primary points of cooperation: assuming global responsibility, expanding economic relations, and fostering partnership in science, research, and education. Germany promotes the rule of law, democratic governance, human rights, public security, and poverty reduction. It aspires to use its influence in the European Union in a targeted manner in order to establish a coherent European position on Latin America and the Caribbean based on shared values and interests, with particular priority given to issues of global significance such as environmental and climate degradation.
Relations with the western Hemisphere:
Antigua and Barbuda
· Cooperation and trade agreements exist between the European Union, ACP Group of States, and CARIFORUM.
· Antigua and Barbuda is indirectly linked through agreements between Germany and CARICOM, with cooperation focusing on HIV/AIDS prevention and renewable energy.
Argentina

· Argentina is the third most important trading partner in Latin America; bilateral trade amount to US$5.17 billion from January to November 2010.
· Argentinean exports to Germany are raw materials and agricultural produce. Argentinean imports from Germany are motor vehicles and parts, machinery, and pharmaceutical and chemical products.

· Development projects promote efficient energy use, renewable energy, and climate protection.

· On March 8, 2010, Federal Foreign Minister signed a declaration of intent to establish a German-Argentine University Centre (DAHZ) in Buenos Aires, building upon the German Academic Exchange Service’s (DAAD) existing partnerships and sponsored scholarships with the University of Buenos Aires and other public universities.

· Areas of science and technology research cooperation include environmental technologies research, medicine, biotechnology, marine and polar research, materials research, nanotechnology, information and communications sciences and social sciences.

Belize

· Both countries established diplomatic relations in 1982.  Germany was the first country to recognize Belize’s independence after the United Kingdom.
Brazil

· Brazil is Germany’s most important Latin American trading partner; in 2009, German exports to Brazil amounted to US$6.7 billion and German imports from Brazil were US$9.8 billion.
· Brazil’s main exports to Germany are iron ore, automobiles, coffee and coffee products, soya and soya products, meat and meat products. Brazil’s main imports from Germany are automobile parts, basic chemical materials, motor vehicles and machinery.
· German direct investment – including reinvestment – amounts to over US$27 billion. There are 1,200 German-Brazilian companies providing jobs for approximately 250,000 people.
· The areas of cooperation are human rights, environmental protection, protection of indigenous people, business and energy, labor and social affairs, and science and technology.

· In 2008, Germany and Brazil signed an agreement on joint security cooperation that entered into force on January 29, 2010 and aims to modernize Brazil’s police institutions.
· German companies led by the Federal Economics Minister presented recommendations at the German-Brazilian Business Forum 2009 regarding stadium construction, security, and infrastructure and resulting in the creation of the business initiative “WinWin 2014/2016”.
· Germany and Brazil share similar positions regarding the reform of the United Nations, including a shared desire for an enlarged Security Council.
Canada
· In 2009, Canadian imports from Germany amounted to US$10.7 billion and Canadian exports to Germany were US$3.7 billion.

· Canada and Germany have signed cooperation agreements related to science and technology, economy, double taxation, education, and health.
· A comprehensive business and trade agreement, along with a renewal of the 1979 Framework Agreement, is currently under negotiation.
Chile

· In 2010, gross bilateral trade was worth approximately US$4.57 billion, with Chile’s net exports to Germany worth US$2.15 billion.
· Germany’s principal exports to Chile are plant and mechanical engineering products, high-tech products, chemicals and motor vehicles.
· In 2008, German direct investment reached approximately US$1.7 billion.
· The priority areas of development cooperation are renewable energy and energy efficiency.
· Germany is one of Chile’s principal donors, providing approximately US$650.39 million over the past few years.
Colombia

· In 2009, German imports from Colombia were worth US$15.8 billion and German exports to Colombia US$1.73 billion.
· The main areas of German development cooperation are environment, peace development, and crisis prevention.
· Germany and Colombia have signed agreements related to trade, technical cooperation, financial cooperation, and culture.
· Germany provided a total of US$681.46 million in (bilateral) financial cooperation as of 2010.
Cuba

· In 2008, German exports to Cuba were worth US$284.88 million and Cuban exports to Germany US$57.06 million. 
· Germany’s principal exports go to Cuba’s electricity and water supply industries and transport sector and also include medical equipment.
Dominica

· Dominica’s main exports to Germany are agricultural products.

· Germany and Dominica have signed agreements related to protection and promotion of investments.
· Dominica is indirectly linked through agreements between Germany and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), with cooperation focusing on HIV/AIDS prevention, renewable energy and climate change.
Dominican Republic

· Bilateral trade decreased from US$458.98 million in 2008 to US$350.05 million in 2009.
· Germany has provided more than US$307.33 million in development cooperation focusing on the sustainable use of natural resources.
· The total volume of projects and programs agreed with the Dominican Republic for the period 2008-2013 under the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) amounts to just under US$267.24 million, with Germany contributing approximately 20% of this sum.
Ecuador

· Ecuador exported US$628.68 million worth of goods to Germany and imported US$365.62 million worth.
· Ecuador’s exports to Germany include tropical fruits, fish, cocoa, and cut flowers; imports include sheet metal, machinery, chemical and pharmaceutical products, and motor vehicles and parts.

· German development cooperation focuses on the decentralization and modernization of public administration as well as environmental protection.  Germany’s commitments in these areas for 2008-2013 total US$30.73 million.
El Salvador

· German development cooperation with El Salvador focuses on publicly assisted housing construction, decentralization and local development, prevention of youth violence, and support for fiscal reform.

· Germany and El Salvador have signed agreements on the protection and promotion of investment as well as on culture.

Guatemala

· In 2009, the gross volume of trade between the two countries was US$288.12 million, with German exports to Guatemala worth US$195.92 million.
· Coffee accounts for 50% of German imports from Guatemala, followed by tobacco, vegetables, and fruit.  Guatemala imports machinery, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and motor vehicles from Germany.

· German development cooperation with Guatemala focuses on democratic governance with equal rights, education, decentralization and local development, peacekeeping and conflict prevention, prevention of youth violence, and support for fiscal reforms.  A 2008 agreement sets the volume of cooperation assistance for 2008-2011 at US$80.72 million, US$75.15 million of which represents new commitments.
Guyana

· Germany agreed in 2004 to remit Guyana’s bilateral debts, a total of US$12.92 million.
· German development cooperation with Guyana focuses on resource management and tropical forest preservation projects.

· Guyana is indirectly linked through agreements between Germany and CARICOM, with cooperation focusing on HIV/AIDS prevention and renewable energy.

Jamaica

· Jamaican exports to Germany in 2009 totaled US$37.74, mainly consisting of alumina and bauxite.  German exports to Jamaica totaled US$31.26 million, consisting mainly of motor vehicles, pharmaceuticals, and machinery.
· Jamaica, a former recipient of US$267.24 million in German development cooperation, has been elevated to a middle-income country in terms of per capita earnings and no longer receives development funds.
Mexico

· Mexico’s 2010 trade volume with Germany was US$15 billion, with strong trade in the chemical, pharmaceutical, electronics, and automotive industries.
· German development cooperation with Mexico focuses on sustainable energy, urban-industrial environmental management, and climate change.
· Germany and Mexico have signed cooperation agreements on science and technology, culture, and education exchanges.

Nicaragua

· The trade volume between Nicaragua and Germany totaled US$53.45 million in 2010, with Nicaragua mainly exporting agricultural products and importing manufactured goods.
· German development cooperation with Nicaragua focuses on poverty reduction, environmental protection, water supply and sanitation, and good governance.
· Under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HIPC), Germany cancelled US$669.32 million worth of bilateral debt in 2004.
Panama

· Panama is a priority country for German investment totaling US$476.14 million.
· Since 2004, Panama has not received development funding due to its high level of development.
Paraguay

· In the first half of 2010, German exports to Paraguay were worth US$63.67 million and German imports from Paraguay were worth US$53.87 million.
· German development cooperation with Paraguay focuses on good governance and decentralization, poverty reduction, and sustainable natural resource management.
· Germany and Paraguay have signed cooperation agreements on education, culture, and science and technology.

Peru
· In 2010, bilateral trade amounted to US$2.418 billion. 

· Peru is the largest recipient of German development cooperation, totaling US$2.72 billion to date.  This has been focused on poverty reduction, democratization – including safeguarding human rights, promoting the rule of law, decentralization, and civil society participation – water supply and sanitation, sustainable rural development, and natural resource conservation.
· Cooperation agreements are in effect relating to education, culture, and science.

United States

· The United States is Germany's second-largest trading partner, with US exports to Germany amounting to US$48.2 billion and US imports from Germany amounting to more than US$82.7 billion. Most of the trade between the two countries being intra-industry or even intra-firm.

· Germany and the United States cooperate closely on matters of security through NATO and its missions in the Balkans as well as the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.

Uruguay

· The 2009, Uruguay exported a net total of US$361.01 million and importing a net total of US$203.7 million.
Venezuela

· Venezuela’s 2010 exports to Germany totaled US$947.37 billion, with most of that being mineral oil, natural gas and petroleum products, iron, aluminum, coffee, and tobacco. Germany exported mainly machinery, electrical goods, pharmaceutical and chemical products, and plastic goods worth US$964.07 billion.
· The two countries have signed cooperation agreements on investment promotion and double taxation.
Other Involvement in Latin America and the Caribbean:
· “Group of Latin American and Caribbean States” within the United Nations is a key partner in upholding and further developing human rights standards.
· Germany is the largest bilateral donor to the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC/CEPAL).
SOURCES:
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs

http://www.der.oas.org
Federal Foreign Office of Germany

http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany
 http://www.bmz.de/eng
United Nations

http://www.un.org
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
This page was last updated on April 30, 2012
� The OAS Department of Budgetary and Financial Services records the total German contribution to the OAS in 2009 as US$486,589.  Germany contributes to OAS programs in Member States through the UN System agencies, which are not included in OAS Headquarters accounting. 
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