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Date of Entry: October 9, 1996
National Day:  March 6
Type of Government: Constitutional democracy
Head of State: President John Evans Atta Mills (January 7, 2009)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Daniel Ohene Agyekum
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD): Alhaji Muhammad Mumuni
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	21.97
	22.532
	23.108
	23.699

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	24.758
	28.528
	25.988
	31.084

	GDP per capita (US$)
	1,126.86
	1,266.11
	1,124.66
	1,311.63

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	49.611
	54.969
	58.057
	61.973

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5.701
	7.23
	4.143
	5



  Source: Imf world economic outlook database
Foreign ministry – Goals/Areas of Responsibility:
The activities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are guided by the six principal foreign policy objectives as stated in the Financial Budget Plan of 2004:
· To promote and protect the interest of Ghana and its citizens abroad, and enhance Ghanaian security and prosperity;

· To provide efficient and effective consular and legal services within and outside Ghana;

· To promote favorable conditions for Ghana’s trade, foreign investments, tourism and to seek scientific, technological and cultural cooperation with other countries and institutions; 

· To promote fruitful political and economic relations with all countries especially Ghana’s neighboring countries in the interest of peace, stability and economic development;

· To play a positive and creative role in the international organizations to which Ghana belongs; and

· To upgrade the Ministry’s human and institutional capacity for the efficient execution of Ghana’s foreign policy objectives.
Foreign INVOLVEMENT:

· Ghana is the largest African peacekeeping contributor nation to multinational peacekeeping operations (PKO) and the sixth-largest among all peacekeeping contributing nations. Currently Ghana has 3,267 peacekeepers deployed to UN peacekeeping operations. It has large contingents deployed in Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Darfur region of Sudan, Lebanon, Liberia, and Cote d’Ivoire, with smaller contingents deployed in Chad, Western Sahara, Kosovo, Southern Sudan, and Georgia. 
· Ghana contributes military and police personnel to UN peacekeeping operations outside of Africa, including nearly 900 troops to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon.
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBER STATES
· Brazil:

· Both countries have signed agreements on technical cooperation in agro-energy, health, bio-diversity of 
       cassava and the fight against HIV-AIDS.
· Canada:

· Canada supported Ghana's bid to become an associate member of La Francophonie in 2006;
· Canada and Ghana cooperate to promote regional peace and security. Both countries have participated in 
       peacekeeping initiatives. The Ghana Armed Forces receives military training through Canada's Department 
      of National Defence's Military Training Assistance Program;
· The Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade is contributing $10.3mn over three years to 
       projects designated to help Ghana and other African countries build their peacekeeping capacity. These 
       projects implemented by the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre, involve training police officers, civilians and 
      members of the military assigned peacekeeping operations;
· In 2009 as part of Canada's new aid effectiveness agenda, Ghana was selected by the Canadian 
       International Development Agency (CIDA) as one of 20 countries of focus;
· CIDA's  bilateral program is engaged in policy dialogue with the government on issues of poverty 
       reduction, economic and public sector reform, gender equality and governance

· Haiti: 

· As of January 29, 2010, Ghana has contributed US$3 million in bilateral assistance to the Government of 
       Haiti to assist in relief and reconstruction efforts after the earthquake in Port-au-Prince.  

· United States:

· U.S. development assistance to Ghana focus on programs in small farmer competitiveness, health, 
        including HIV/AIDS and maternal child health, education, and democracy/governance;
· Ghana was the first country in the world to accept Peace Corps volunteers. Currently, there are more than 
       150 volunteers in Ghana. Almost half working in education, agro-forestry, small business development, 
        health education, water sanitation, and youth development;
· In 2006, the Millennium Challenge Corporation signed a five-year $547 million Compact with the Republic 
       of Ghana aimed at reducing poverty by raising farmer incomes through private sector-led and agribusiness 
       development. The agreement entered into force in February 2007;
· The United States provides military support to Ghana through a variety of programs, including the 
       International Military Education and Training (IMET) program and the African Contingency Operations 
       Training and Assistance (ACOTA) program; and
· The United States is among Ghana's principal trading partners. The Office of the President of Ghana 
       worked closely with the U.S. Embassy in Accra to establish an American Chamber of Commerce to 
       continue to develop closer economic ties in the private sector.
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