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Date of Entry: September 27, 1979
National Day:  March 25
Type of Government: Parliamentary republic

Head of State: President Karolos Papoulias (March 12, 2005)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Yeoryios (George) Papandreou (since 6 October 2009)

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Vassilis Kaskarelis (June 24, 2009)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Dimitris P. Droutsas
Alternate Minister of Foreign Affairs: Mariliza Xenogiannakopoulou
Secretary General for International Economic Relations and Development Cooperation: Constantinos A. Papadopoulos
Director of Hellenic Aid: Director General Athanassios Theodorakis  
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Promotion of democracy (SER/DIA); Promoting Human Rights (IACHR); Multidimensional Security (CICAD).
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	11.112
	11.137
	11.161
	11.187

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	311.236
	348.674
	327.331
	305.415

	GDP per capita (US$)
	28,008.98
	31,307.74
	29,328.08
	27,301.54

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	323.421
	333.868
	330.039
	318.082

	GDP growth (annual %)
	4.472
	2.015
	-1.963
	-3.971



          Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
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	Year
	Greece
	All POs
	%

	2003
	20,000
	12,125,944
	0.2%

	2004
	
	11,908,651
	0.0%

	2005
	30,000
	11,650,039
	0.3%

	2006
	20,000
	19,080,470
	0.1%

	2007
	30,000
	20,298,894
	0.1%

	2008
	40,000
	25,865,002
	0.2%

	2009
	40,000
	19,618,820
	0.2%

	2010
	0
	15,791,980
	0.0%

	Total US$
	180,000
	136,339,800
	0.1%


GREECE CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2003
	Office of External Relations- Conference Series
	US$20,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$20,000

	2005
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER)- Lecture Series of the Americas
	US$15,000

	
	DCER- Meeting of Government Spokesperson of the Americas
	US$15,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$30,000

	2006
	Multidimensional Security- Study of Gangs Involved in Human Trafficking
	US$10,000

	
	Department of External Relations- Lecture Series of the Americas
	US$10,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$20,000

	2007
	Multidimensional Security – Human Trafficking
	US$30,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$30,000

	2009
	CICAD – General Fund
	US$40,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$40,000

	2011
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
	US$20,000

	
	Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 
	US$20,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$40,000

	TOTAL
	
	US$180,000


Foreign Ministry – GOAls/Areas of Responsibility:
· Safeguarding the rights and interests of the Greek State and implementing international conventions and international law.   

· Promoting international cooperation, security and peace, protecting human and minority rights, world solidarity in dealing with humanitarian issues through participation in international initiatives, and providing humanitarian and development aid.
· Enhancing the image of Greece and of Greek culture abroad and promoting international cultural cooperation, and informing the international community about the possibilities for economic and business cooperation with Greece.
· Safeguarding the rights and interests of Greek citizens abroad and providing assistance with their administrative affairs.
· Fostering closer relations between the Greek Diaspora and their homeland, and supporting them in preserving their mother tongue and their distinctive cultural identity.
· Coordinating Greek ministries, and other authorities and agencies on issues relating to the country’s foreign relations.
International Development Cooperation:
The International Development Cooperation Department (Hellenic Aid) is responsible for the supervision, coordination, monitoring and promotion of emergency humanitarian and food aid actions, as well as aid for the reorganization and restoration of the infrastructures of developing countries conducted by ministries, universities, NGOs or other players.  The main responsibilities of the International Development Cooperation Department include: 
· Handling of all development assistance funding provided by the state budget, as well as all the funding from ministries, organizations, and public and private agencies within the country and abroad;
· Monitoring and facilitating development programmes/projects carried out by public agencies, universities, NGOs and other civil society organizations;
· Collecting, processing and sending to the OECD’s Development Aid Committee (DAC) statistical data on the provision of development assistance;
· Submitting proposals to the Committee for the Organisation and Coordination of International Economic Relations with regard to the future planning of development policy for priority countries, with the objective of maximising the positive results from the implementation of viable programs;
· Funding emergency humanitarian aid actions and programmes, restructuring and development   programmes/projects, as well as development education and information regarding the promotion of voluntary work in Greece and developing countries; and
· Supporting Greek participation in ECHO and EUROPE-AID programmes, as well as in programmes of the EU and other UN International Development Organizations. 
The Rehabilitation and Development Directorate is responsible for all the phases from evaluation to implementation of development programmes submitted by NGOs or universities and aimed at the sector-by-sector development and reconstruction of developing countries. It oversees compliance with the criteria and conditions that these programmes must satisfy, based on sectors and priority countries. Moreover, it supports, coordinates and assists NGOs and other agencies in the implementation of development programmes, in accordance with the UN’s Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), with the focus on combating poverty. 
Other Involvement in Latin America and the Caribbean:
· Antigua and Barbuda: Greece donated €30,000 to Antigua and Barbuda as humanitarian aid, and has decided to offer one scholarship in the field of tourism and one in the field of shipping.
· Argentina: In the economic field, relations are limited to a low volume of trade and to the relatively minor participation of Greek-owned merchant shipping in maritime commercial transport.
· Brazil: The reactivation of the Greek-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce and the re-opening of the Office of Economic and Trade Affairs in Sao Paulo, are expected to have positive impact on the development of the bilateral trade links.  There are prospects for cooperation in the tourist sector.
· Chile: Renewed impetus was given to the development of relations with Chile by the signature of the EU-Chile Association Agreement, which not only encompasses a free Trade Zone but also provides for political dialogue, along with extensive cooperation in several areas.  The total volume of trade between Greece and Chile stands at about US$90,000,000. Greece imports large quantities of cooper from Chile while imports of farming produce are also rising as a result of the EU-Chile Agreement.  Greece has three centers of Hellenic studies in Chile.
· Dominican Republic: Greece is promoted through the efforts of the Honorary General Consul and also by the Sociedad Dominicana de Estudios Helénicos (Dominican Society of Hellenic Studies).

· El Salvador: Greece supports the peaceful settlement of El Salvador territorial disputes with Guatemala and Honduras.  Greece has given US$50,000 as development aid for the reconstruction of a school called Helleniki Demokratia which was destroyed during the 2001 earthquakes.  It further offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the State Scholarships Foundation and the Onassis Foundation.
· Grenada: In January 2005, Greece donated €100,000 to Grenada as humanitarian aid, in the context of international mobilization to assist recovery from the devastating effects of hurricane Ivan.
· Guatemala: Greece supports the peaceful settlement of Guatemala’s territorial disputes with Belize and Honduras.  It further offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the State Scholarships Foundation and the Onassis Foundation.
· Guyana: In November 2004, Greece donated €35,000 as development aid.
· Honduras:  Greece supports a peaceful resolution on Honduras territorial disputes with El Salvador and Nicaragua.  It further offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the State Scholarships Foundation and the Onassis Foundation.
· Jamaica: Greece offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the Onassis Foundation.
· Nicaragua: Greece supports a peaceful resolution of Nicaragua’s territorial disputes with Costa Rica and Honduras.  The government also offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the State Scholarships Foundation and the Onassis Foundation.
· Panama: Greece offers scholarships for postgraduate studies through the State Scholarships Foundation and the Onassis Foundation.  The Greek Cultural Centre Instituto Atenea, an educational institution with facilities for the staging of cultural events, has been set up. 
· Peru: A Memorandum of Cooperation between the two countries provides for the establishment of a mechanism of bilateral political consultations.  In 1998, US$20,000 was donated as humanitarian aid to help repair damage caused by El Niño. Greece has also donated development aid in drug combating projects, aid to native communities and to schools in poor districts.  The cultural presence of Greece in Peru is expressed through events organized by the Embassy with the support of the Greek MFA’s Directorate for Educational and Cultural Affairs.
· Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Greece has donated €30,000 in development aid.
· Uruguay:  Significant investments in Uruguay have been made by the Tsakos Group, which provides ship-repair and maritime transport services and is also involved in agricultural and agro-forestry activities. There is also a significant number of shipping offices. 
OTHER INFORMATION:
· Greece maintains close ties with its citizens living abroad through the General Secretariat for Greeks Abroad and the World Council of Hellenes Abroad, providing information regarding Greek policies for its citizens abroad, host country laws regarding Greeks, and information on how Diaspora Greeks can return to Greece.

· Two recurrent issues in Greek foreign policy are the Turkish occupation of Cyprus since 1974 and the name of the Republic of Macedonia, which Greece recognizes under the provisional name of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
SOURCES:
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs

http://www.der.oas.org
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Greece in the World
http://www2.mfa.gr/www.mfa.gr/en-US
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

http://www.oecd.org
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
The World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org
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