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Date of Entry: July 1, 1978
National Day:  April 19
Type of Government: Ecclesiastical
Head of State: Pope Benedict XVI (April 19, 2005)
Secretary of State: Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone

Secretary for Relations with States: Archbishop Dominique Mamberti
Permanent Observer: Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano (January 18, 2012)
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Strengthening Multidimensional Security (SAP/DSDSM)
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CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2010:

	Year
	Holy See
	All POs
	%

	1999
	
	8,055,934
	0%

	2000
	
	9,515,678
	0%

	2001
	
	6,923,000
	0%

	2002
	
	8,460,084
	0%

	2003
	10,000
	12,125,944
	0.1%

	2004
	
	11,908,651
	0%

	2005
	
	11,650,039
	0%

	2006
	
	19,080,470
	0%

	2007
	
	20,298,894
	0%

	2008
	5,000
	25,865,002
	0%

	2009
	0
	19,618,820
	0%

	2010
	0
	15,791,980
	0%

	Total US$
	15,000
	169,294,496
	0%


HOLY SEE CONTRIBUTIONS:

	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2008
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Fund for Peace – Office of the General Secretariat in the Adjacency Zone between Belize and Guatemala 
	US$5,000

	TOTAL
	
	US$5,000


International Policies of the Holy See:
The priorities and principles of the Holy See for its bilateral relations are to:
· Give priority of the human person, of his dignity and rights;
· Promote and, if necessary, defend peace;
· Support all institutions that foster democracy as the basis of political and social life;
· Help to establish and international order that is founded on justice and rights;
· Ensure the equality of nations; and
· Reject war and give priority to negotiation and the use of juridical instruments.
At the multilateral level, the Holy See seeks a gradual decrease in military expenditure; effective disarmament; respect for cultures and religious traditions; solidarity with the poorer countries, helping them to be the architects of their own development; and defense of life and family.  The Holy See currently has diplomatic relations with 172 countries.
SOURCES:
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs

http://www.der.oas.org
Holy See

http://www.vatican.va
This page was last updated on January 24, 2012
Organization of American States - Department of International Affairs

OAS | Department of International Affairs | 2

