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Date of Entry: May 25, 2000
National Day:  March 17
Type of Government: Republic, parliamentary democracy
Head of State: President Michael Higgins (November 11, 2011)
Head of Government: Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Enda Kenny (March 9, 2011)

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Michael Collins (August 14, 2007)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Eamon Gilmore (March 9, 2011)
Minister of State for Overseas Development and Head of Irish Aid: Joe Costello 
Director General for Development Cooperation: Brendan Rogers
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Advancing Integral Development (DSD); Promoting Democracy (DECO, DSDSM); Protecting Human Rights (IACHR)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	4.339
	4.422
	4.459
	4.471
	4.72

	GDP ($ in billions)
	259.563
	264.892
	222.356
	204.261
	221.7

	GDP per capita ($) 
	59,820.87
	59,901.95
	49,863.42
	45,688.76
	46,170

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	187.665
	184.963
	172.51
	172.345
	181.9

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5.626
	-3.548
	-7.58
	-0.273
	1




    Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
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	Year
	Ireland
	All POs
	%

	1999
	$           198,210
	$       8,055,934
	2.5%

	2000
	 
	$       9,515,678
	0.0%

	2001
	 
	$       6,923,000
	0.0%

	2002
	 
	$       8,460,084
	0.0%

	2003
	 
	$     12,125,944
	0.0%

	2004
	 
	$     11,908,651
	0.0%

	2005
	$           311,971
	$     11,650,039
	2.7%

	2006
	 
	$     19,080,470
	0.0%

	2007
	$           524,740
	$     20,298,894
	2.6%

	2008
	$           302,310
	$     25,865,002
	1.8%

	2009
	 
	$     19,618,820
	0.0%

	2010
	$           122,075 
	$     15,791,980
	0.7%

	2011
	$     140,225.00
	$     15,766,615
	

	Total $
	$        1,599,531
	$   185,021,111
	0.9%


IRELAND CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	1999
	Unit for Sustainable Development
	$              198,210.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$              198,210.00

	2005
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) – Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$              155,996.00

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Support to Colombia
	$              155,975.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$              311,971.00

	2007
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
	$              164,885.00

	
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) – Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$              359,855.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$              524,740.00

	2008
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression
	$                78,640.00

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Support to IACHR in Colombia
	$              223,670.00

	2009
	SUBTOTAL
	$                                0

	2010
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) – Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$              122,075.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$              122,075.00

	2011
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Protecting the Rights of Human Rights Defenders in Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador 
	$              140,225.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$              140,225.00

	TOTAL
	
	$           1,599,531.00


Foreign Ministry – Goals:
The mission of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is to advance Ireland’s political and economic interests in the European Union and in the wider world; promote Ireland’s contribution to international peace, security and development; and pursue reconciliation and partnership on the island of Ireland.  The Department has set the following goals to fulfill this mission:

· Contribute to international peace and security;

· Promote human rights, rule of law, peaceful settlement of disputes, and non-proliferation;
· Reduce poverty;
· Support sustainable development; and
· Secure Ireland’s interests in the European Union and to contribute to its future development.

Irish aid:
· The Development Cooperation Directorate, a Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, is responsible for administering the Irish Aid program.

· In 2010, Official Development Assistance (ODA) was $960.73 million, representing .5% of GDP.  
· The core mandate of Irish Aid is reduction of poverty, inequality and exclusion and the agency has identified four priority issues integral to this goal: gender equality, HIV/AIDS, environmental sustainability, and good governance.  

· The program concentrates on supporting governments and communities in developing countries helping their efforts to meet basic needs and to strengthen their capacity to help themselves.  Irish Aid has a special focus on promoting respect for human rights and fostering democracy. 
· Approximately 80% of Ireland’s development assistance goes sub-Saharan Africa. Ireland does not have partner countries in Latin America.
Relations with the western hemisphere:
Ireland seeks to contribute to the development of the EU’s relationship with Latin America and the Caribbean countries and with regional organizations. 
· Argentina

· Both countries have signed a Memorandum of Understanding on High Level Political Consultations.
· Brazil

· Both countries have signed agreements related to education and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.
· Canada

· Both countries cooperate and share best practices on development assistance, education, parliamentary reform, health care and social and economic policies.
· Both countries have signed agreements related to double taxation and social security, education and employment.
· Both countries support peacekeeping operations, development assistance and ban landmines in Africa.
· Colombia

· Ireland supports the Colombian peace process and the protection of human rights.
· Peru

· Both countries support the protection of human rights, the strengthening of democracy, and the promotion of peace and international security through multilateral forums.
· Both countries cooperate on cultural activities.
· United States

· In 2010, bilateral trade totaled $41.17 billion, with US exports to Ireland totaling $7.27 billion and Irish exports to the US totaling $33.9 billion. The US exported electrical components and equipment, computers, pharmaceuticals, and livestock feed; Ireland exported alcoholic beverages, chemicals, electronic data processing equipment, textiles and clothing, and glassware.

· Both countries have official exchanges in areas such as medical research and education.
· Both countries cooperate on migration and education and work exchange programs.
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