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Date of Entry: May 17, 1972
National Day:  June 2
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Giorgio Napolitano (May 15, 2006)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Mario Monti (November 2011)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Sebastiano Fulci (December 13, 2011)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata (December 2011)
Secretary of State: Marta Dassù
Secretary of State: Staffan de Mistura

Director-General for Development Cooperation: Elisabetta Belloni

Director for the Countries of Latin America and Caribbean: Luigi Maccotta
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Promoting Democracy (DECO, DSDSM); Strengthening Multidimensional Security (CICTE, AICMA, MICIVIH); Protecting Human Rights (IACHR); Advancing Integral Development (DSD); Promoting the development of International Law (SLA);
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011 

	Population (in millions)
	59.131
	59.619
	60.045
	60.34
	60.61

	GDP ($ in billions)
	2,119.25
	2,307.30
	2,116.64
	2,055.11
	2,245,706

	GDP per capita ($)
	35,839.68
	38,700.51
	35,250.81
	34,058.72
	37,046.27

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	1,798.16
	1,813.14
	1,734.29
	1,778.83
	1,.60828

	GDP growth (annual %)
	1.482
	-1.319
	-5.038
	1.003
	0.639


           Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
	Year
	Italy
	All POs
	%

	1999
	 
	$     8,055,934
	0.0%

	2000
	 
	$     9,515,678
	0.0%

	2001
	$             100,000
	$     6,923,000
	1.4%

	2002
	 
	$     8,460,084
	0.0%

	2003
	$             380,330
	$   12,125,944
	3.1%

	2004
	$             667,748
	$   11,908,651
	5.6%

	2005
	$             317,555
	$   11,650,039
	2.7%

	2006
	$             432,707
	$   19,080,470
	2.3%

	2007
	$             681,166
	$   20,298,894
	3.4%

	2008
	$         1,120,697
	$   25,865,002
	4.3%

	2009
	$             290,739
	$   19,618,820
	1.5%

	2010
	$             234,755
	$   15,791,980
	1.4%

	2011
	$             223,891
	$   15,766,615
	1.7%

	Total $
	$         4,249,588
	$ 185,021,111
	2.1%


CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:
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ITALY CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2000
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Supporting the Electoral Process
	
	$        10,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	
	$       10,000.00

	2001
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)  – Demining Program
	$          100,000.00
	

	
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) - Peace Fund (Honduras-Nicaragua Verification System)
	
	$        13,000.00

	
	Inter-American Commission Against Terrorism (CICTE)  -Technical Equipment for Offices
	
	$        24,000.00

	
	Haiti – Computers for the Special Mission
	
	$        17,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          100,000.00
	$       54,000.00

	2003
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Demining Program
	$          380,330.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          380,330.00
	

	2004
	Office of Sustainable Development
	$          100,000.00
	

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Demining Program
	$          440,448.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA)
	$          127,300.00
	

	
	Special Mission in Haiti (Equipment)
	
	$        15,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          667,748.00
	 $      15,000.00

	2005
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Promoting Human Rights Education in the Caribbean
	$            61,950.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)  – Rapporteurship for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	$            61,950.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)  – Rapporteurship for the Rights of Persons Deprived of Freedom
	$            61,950.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)  – Strengthening the System of IACHR’s Cases
	$            22,618.00
	

	
	Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) – Political Party Focus on Haiti
	$            61,985.00
	

	
	Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) – Special Mission Strengthening Democracy in Haiti
	$            19,455.00
	

	
	Department of Multidimensional Security (DMS) – Demining Program
	$            27,647.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          317,555.00
	

	2006
	Department of Multidimensional Security (DMS) – Demining Program
	$          293,735.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Promoting Human Rights in the Andean Region and Central America
	$            86,388.00
	

	
	Summit Follow-Up –  Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	$            52,584.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          432,707.00
	

	2007
	Department for the Prevention of Threats Against Public Security – Demining Programs Nicaragua, Ecuador/Peru, Colombia, Central America, and Chile; Rehabilitation for Victims of Demining in Colombia
	$          549,508.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Promotion of Human Rights in Central America, Human Rights in Colombia, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression
	$          131,658.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          681,166.00
	

	2008
	Department of Public Security (DPS) – Office of Humanitarian Mine Action (AICMA) – Nicaragua/Ecuador
	$            40,376.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Nicaragua – Mine Risk Education
	$            17,770.71
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Nicaragua – Victim Assistance
	$          172,422.93
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Colombia – Mine Risk Education and Victim Assistance
	$            23,694.28
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Ecuador/Peru – Mine Risk Education
	$            46,203.84
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Ecuador/Peru – Equipment
	$            23,072.79
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Nicaragua
	$            73,590.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Colombia
	$            36,795.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Ecuador/Peru
	$            36,795.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Colombia/Ecuador
	$            85,508.38
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Colombia – Victim Assistance
	$            63,575.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Nicaragua/Central America – Victim Assistance
	$            77,609.80
	

	
	Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) – Best Practices for Investigating, Prosecuting, and Punishing Homicide and Corruption in the Americas (Training Activities and Publications)
	$            78,325.63
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Promoting and Protecting Human Rights in the Caribbean
	$            63,575.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) – Civil Registry Information Reconstruction in Huancavelica, Peru (Supplies, documents, and printing material)
	$            97,906.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) – Paraguay Program for the Facilitation of Access to the Judiciary Service (Judicial Facilitators Program)
	$            65,006.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Promoting and Protecting Human Rights
	$          118,471.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$      1,120,697.36
	

	2009
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) - Colombia
	$            61,000.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Demining Programs - Ecuador-Peru
	$            24,938.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Victim Assistance in Central America
	$            45,068.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Initiative on Public Policies Regarding Citizen Security and Human Rights in the Americas
	$            29,762.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Mine Victim Assistance Program
	$          129,971.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$          290,739.00
	

	2010
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) – Demining Programs – Cordillera del Condor Region of Ecuador/Peru
	$            21,940.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) - Demining - Rehabilitation of Mine Survivors in Central America (Honduras and Nicaragua)
	$            45,217.00


	

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS)- Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) - Demining - Demining and Education on Mine Risk in the Cordillera del Condor Region of Ecuador and Peru
	$            45,217.00


	

	
	Department of International Law - Judicial Facilitators Guatemala
	$          122,381.35
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$         234,755.35
	

	2011
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Unit for Policies and Programs - Plan de Acción Integrado para Ayudar a los Estados Miembros a Responder a la Amenaza de Crimen Organizado Transnacional (COT)
	$           64,360.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Nicaragua 
	$           25,744.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Guatemala
	$           12,872.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia
	$           12,872.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Audit of the Electoral Registry in Colombia
	$           12,872.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Legal Affairs / Department of International Law – Judicial Facilitators Guatemala
	$             1,469.90
	

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – Control and Destruction of Firearms, Light Weapons, Munitions and Related Materials
	$           93,702.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	 $         223,891.90
	

	TOTAL
	
	$      4,449,589.61
	$       79,000.00


International Development Cooperation Program of Italy:
· In 2010, Italy’s development budget was $3.11 billion.

· Italian development cooperation programs and priorities are based on the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

· The priority sectors for Italian international development cooperation are: agriculture and food security; environment and water; health; education; governance; support to micro, small and medium enterprises in developing countries; gender equality; defense of vulnerable groups (minors and people with disabilities); and protection of cultural heritage.
· Approximately 40% of Italian aid is distributed to the 49 countries that the UN classifies as “Least Developed Countries.” 
· Italy's main objectives in Latin America and the Caribbean are: stabilization and strengthening of processes of democratization and peace; support for social policies and the struggle against poverty particularly in less advanced countries; fight against trafficking in drugs and in persons; support for processes of regional and cross-border integration and strengthening of the region’s collaboration with the EU; and promotion of sustainable development.
· Priority countries in Latin America include Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic,  Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras , Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay.
· Italian funding specifically for the Americas is generally directed through multilateral channels including the International Labor Organization (ILO), the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  
· In recent years Italy contributed approximately $100-200 million annually to the UN’s Global Fund and the fight against HIV/AIDS in developing countries.
THE ITALIAN-LATIN AMERICAN INSTITUTE (IILA) 
The IILA (http://www.iila.org/index.php?lang=it), created in 1966 by Italy and 20 Latin American countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela), has the following objectives:
· To develop, coordinate research and documentation, and identify possibilities for exchange and mutual assistance regarding the problems, achievements and prospects of its Member Countries in cultural, scientific, economic, technical and social contexts.

In pursuing these objectives IILA carries out the following activities:

· In the area of culture it creates activities aimed at spreading awareness of Latin American literature and other forms of art and at shedding light on the contribution made by the Italian presence: exhibitions, encounters with Latin American writers and filmmakers, literary awards, concerts, theatrical performances, and the publication of studies and research. 

· In the socio-economic sphere alongside the workshops, round tables and international conferences on financial, economic and social policy that it organizes, it sponsors collaboration with the principal Latin American regional institutions such as the Organization of American States (OAS), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Latin American Economic System (SELA) and with sub-regional integration organizations such as the Andean Community (CAN). It also collaborates with the European Commission on the assignment and execution of specific projects as well as through participation in projects that avail themselves of community instruments for the support of Euro-Latin American small and medium-sized enterprises. 
· In the area of science and technology IILA focuses on sectors such as healthcare, the environment, geology, food, energy and human resources through workshops, symposiums, studies, research and training courses carried out in collaboration with the governments, scientific and academic institutions and specialized agencies of Member Countries. 
ITALY-LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN CONFERENCES
The Italy-Latin America and Caribbean National Conferences are organized every two years by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) in collaboration with the institutions in Lombardy (Region, City Council and Chamber of Commerce), the Italy-Latin America Network (RIAL), the Italian-Latin American Institute (IILA) and the Centre for International Policy Studies (CeSPI). The conferences are a foreign policy instrument in Italy’s relations with the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

The last Conference (5th) took place in Rome on October 5-6, 2011 and focused on the following themes: 1) best practices in industrial and financial cooperation between Italy and the countries of Latin America, SME development; 2) democratic security and security strategies in Central America; 3) economic integration policies, with a special focus on the latest developments in the global economic crisis and mechanisms for strengthening financial governance in the two regions (Latin America and the EU).
RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:

Argentina

· Agreements related to cooperation in education, culture, science and technology, extradition and health have been signed.
· Italy is carrying out a production development project in the provinces of Buenos Aires, Santa Fe, Cordoba and Mendoza called FOSEL to strengthen local development systems through training and technical assistance initiatives for industry (small and medium-sized enterprises), encouraging the enhancement of local experiences, territorial identities, social cohesion and synergy among financial institutions and business associations. 

· Both countries support United Nations Security Council reform.
Bolivia

· Agreements related to cooperation in education, health, infrastructure development, investment, trade and debt cancellation have been signed.
· Italy’s development priorities in Bolivia are: health; governance; education; rural development; microcredit; children’s rights; food security; and infrastructure.
Brazil

· In 2009, the 4th meeting of the Italo-Brazilian Economic, Industrial, Financial and Development Cooperation Council took place and focused on strengthening bilateral relations between both countries. The agenda for the meeting included an analysis of dossiers in the sphere of economic and scientific relations between the countries. On the Brazilian side, an illustration of current investment prospects for Italian firms under the Growth Acceleration Plan (over $190 billion earmarked, plus another $70 billion for the Football World Cup and the Olympics). Italy emphasized the importance of reducing Brazilian import duties.

· Brazil has the largest Italian community in the world.
Canada

· Italy is working with Canada to cooperate in climate change and in promoting peace, stability, reconstruction, governance and criminal justice in Afghanistan.
· Agreements related to cooperation in education, culture, science and technology, social security, double taxation, extradition and air services have been signed.

· Both countries promote among themselves two way investments, as well as innovation and technology based partnerships. They launched “Ambassador’s Advisory Council” composed of leading Italian business and research executives, which helps the Canadian embassy in Rome to identify new opportunities and challenges and to focus the attention of Italian business leaders on Canada.
Chile

· Both countries cooperate in the field of trade and investment, cultural development, sustainable development, and education. In 2009, a Joint Working Group was established to implement the objectives agreed by both governments and to promote political dialogue.

Colombia

· Italy funds projects focused on demining and assistance for children affected by armed conflict.
· Both countries cooperate in the field fight against terrorism, drugs-trafficking, culture,  
  science and technology, tourism, sustainable and economic development.
Dominican Republic

· Italy funds agriculture, fishing and children’s rights projects
Ecuador

· Italy is working with Ecuador to strengthen cooperation on education, migration and sustainable development.
El Salvador
· Italy is one of the most important contributors to human development and poverty reduction projects in El Salvador. 
· In the last ten years Italy invested $90 million in several development initiatives in education, environmental sustainability, gender equality and children’s rights.
Guatemala 

· Italy funds projects focused on agriculture, health service and professional training.
· On May 2011 Italy funded a $2.8 million  program against nutritional and environmental emergencies called “Ran Guatemala” 
Guyana

·  Italy funds projects concerning infrastructure and environmental maintenance.
Haiti

· Italy gave a strong support in the emergency response after the earthquake catastrophe in 2010, and now funds several reconstruction projects.
Honduras

· Human development and poverty reduction are the priorities of Italian action in Honduras.
· Italy funds projects regarding health service, agriculture and fishing, gender equality and children’s rights. 
Nicaragua

· Italy funds projects regarding poverty reduction, instruction, women empowerment and children’s rights.
Mexico

· Agreements related to cooperation in investments, culture and trade have been signed.
Peru
· Italy funds projects regarding the promotion of human rights,  social and economic development, health, agriculture, sustainable development and the strengthen of local institutions.
United States

· Both countries share interests and values on the principles of freedom, progress, respect for human rights, defense and fostering of democracy, and fight against terrorism.
· In 2010, bilateral trade was worth $42.7 billion, with US exports to Italy totaling $14.2 billion and imports from Italy worth $28.5 billion.
· Both countries cooperate in the field of science and technology to seek economic-trade promotion synergies, particularly in the area of technological innovation.
Uruguay

· Italy is working with Uruguay to strengthen his protection of children’s right and gender equality.
Venezuela

· Agreements related to cooperation in culture, science and technology, economic and social development, drugs trafficking and energy have been signed.
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