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Date of Entry: December 12, 1973
National Day:  December 23
Type of Government: Parliamentary government with a constitutional monarchy
Head of State: Emperor Akihito (January 7, 1989)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki (June 4, 2008)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Mr. Koichiro Gemba
Deputy Vice Minister: Mr. Masato Kitera
Director General of the Bureau for Latin American and Caribbean Affairs: Mr. Akira Yamada

Director General of the Bureau for International Cooperation: Mr. Kazuhiko Koshikawa
President of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA): Sadako Ogata
Areas of Cooperation: Citizen Security
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011 

	Population (in thousands)
	127,746
	127,757
	127,692
	127,576
	128,056
	127,960

	GDP (in billions)
	4,362.58
	4,380.39
	4,910.69
	5,048.63
	4,410
	5,855

	GDP per capita
	34,150.3
	34,286.8
	38,457.2
	39,573.5
	42,820
	39,573.5

	GDP, PPP (in billions)
	4,080.55
	4,295.50
	4,356.32
	4,186.70
	4,389
	4,395

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2.039
	2.337
	-0.705
	-5.369
	-0.9
	1.4


CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:
	Year
	Japan
	All POs
	%

	1999
	200,234
	8,055,934
	2.5%

	2000
	377,026
	9,515,678
	4.0%

	2001
	530,000
	6,923,000
	7.7%

	2002
	417,485
	8,460,084
	4.9%

	2003
	192,800
	12,125,944
	1.6%

	2004
	126,400
	11,908,651
	1.1%

	2005
	 
	11,650,039
	0.0%

	2006
	212,250
	19,080,470
	1.1%

	2007
	140,900
	20,298,894
	0.7%

	2008
	2,689
	25,865,002
	0%

	2009
	 
	19,618,820
	0%

	2010
	
	15,971,980
	0%

	2011
	
	15,766,615
	0%

	Total US$
	2,199,784
	185,021,111
	2.0%
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JAPAN CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	1999
	Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) – Training
	US$155,000

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	US$45,234

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$200,234

	2000
	UPD
	US$377,026

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$377,026

	2001
	CICAD – Graduate-level Training in the Prevention and Treatment of Drug Abuse
	US$155,000

	
	UPD – Demining Project
	US$45,000

	
	UPD – Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) Peru
	US$200,000

	
	UPD – EOM Nicaragua
	US$90,000

	
	USDE – Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management
	US$40,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$530,000

	2002
	UPD – Demining Program
	US$45,000

	
	CICAD – Nursing School Project for Demand Reduction
	US$155,000

	
	USDE – Project: Achieving a Hemispheric Water Vision
	US$217,485

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$417,485

	2003
	UPD – EOM Guatemala
	US$89,960

	
	UPD – Demining Program
	US$17,000

	
	CICAD – Nursing School Project for Demand Reduction
	US$85,840

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$192,800

	2004
	CICAD – Nursing School Project for Demand Reduction
	US$29,850

	
	UPD – Demining Project
	US$17,000

	
	Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA)
	US$79,550

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$126,400

	2006
	Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP) – Promotion of Democracy EOM Nicaragua
	US$100,000

	
	SAP – Promotion of Democracy EOM Peru
	US$92,250

	
	SAP – Promotion of Democracy EOM Ecuador
	US$20,000

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$212,250

	2007
	SAP – Promotion of Democracy EOM Guatemala
	US$86,000

	
	SAP – Promotion of Democracy EOM Colombia
	US$54,900

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$140,900

	2008
	CICAD – School of Nursing in Latin America
	US$2,689

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$2,689

	TOTAL
	
	US$2,199,784


Foreign Ministry – Goals and Areas of Responsibility:
· The four key principles and international trends for Japan’s development assistance are a humanitarian viewpoint, recognition of interdependence among nations, environmental conservation, and support to self-help efforts aimed at economic take-off in developing countries. 
· The Foundation of the International Cooperation Bureau was established within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) to coordinate ODA planning and formulate ODA policies under the Overseas Economic Cooperation Council (OECC).  The OECC was established in April 2006 to serve as headquarters that examine, in a timely and substantial manner, important matters concerning ODA to enable implementation of strategic overseas economic cooperation.

· The International Cooperation Bureau responds to issues concerning:

· Treaties and international agreements on economic cooperation; 
· Implementing treaties and other international agreements on reparations; 

· Cooperation with international organizations concerning economic cooperation; 

· Protection and promotion of interests relating to Japanese investments overseas; 

· Survey of the international economic cooperation situation and compilation of statistics and collection of data concerning international economic cooperation; 

· Supervision of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA);
· Enforcing the law concerning dispatch of Japan disaster relief teams; and

· Assistance to NGOs.

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA):
The various components of Japan's Official Development Assistance (ODA) such as grant aid, yen loans, and technical cooperation are administered by different implementing bodies including the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).  Founded in 1974, the JICA is an implementation agency for technical assistance, focusing on institution building, organization strengthening, and human resources development that will enable developing countries to pursue their own sustainable socioeconomic development.  Latin America receives an average of 7.3% of Japan’s bilateral assistance.
International Development Cooperation:
In 2003, the government reviewed the ODA charter, bringing it more directly in line with the US-led approach to global security policy. The new ODA Charter adds Japan’s own security and prosperity to its purpose, and, “the prevention of terrorism” is also included in the principles of ODA implementation.  The strategic targets of Japanese ODA are waging the war against terrorism, peace-building, reinforcement of Japan’s influence in East Asia, and dissemination of Asia’s development experience to Africa.  The primary issues of Japan's ODA include: 

· Trade and investment for development;
· Racial and religious conflicts;
· Military conflicts;
· Human rights;
· Promotion of democracy;
· Global warming and environmental cooperation;
· Agricultural development; and
· Assurance of maritime security and peace building.
In addition, attention has come to be focused on global issues such as drugs, infectious diseases, and gender disparities, along with the gap between the rich and poor.  Japan seeks to reconstruct friendly relations with Asian countries, reinforce the liberal bloc, and promote exports.
Cooperation with the Developing World:
· 59% of Japan’s bilateral ODA went to least developed and low income countries.  Economic growth is indispensable for poverty reduction in developing countries. To promote trade and investment, which are the driving force of growth, Japan assists human resource development, institution building and infrastructure development.  
· Japan contributes to the economic growth of the recipient countries by transferring Japan's technology, as well as to support peace and stability through the provision of assistance for economic development and humanitarian issues, and to assist developing countries to address challenges such as global environmental problems and infectious diseases such as avian influenza and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).  Effective utilization of international organizations, with a view to achieving the MDGs is highly important to Japan.
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http://www.un.org
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http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
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http://www.worldbank.org 
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http://www.oecd.org 

OECD – Development Assistance Committee
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https://www.jbic.go.jp
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