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PERMANENT OBSERVER





Date of Entry:  February 22, 1996
National Holiday: December 16
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Erlan Idrissov (July 11, 2007)
Head of State: President Nursultan Nazarbayev
Head of Government: Prime Minister Karim Masimov
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Kanat SAUDABAYEV
Executive Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Mr. Rapil S. Zhoshybaev
Areas of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	15.537
	15.553
	15.568
	15.584

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	103.142
	135.229
	113.62
	138.429

	GDP per capita (US$)
	6,638.50
	8,694.97
	7,298.26
	8,882.97

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	168.848
	178.059
	181.814
	196.399

	GDP growth (annual %)
	8.9
	3.2
	1.181
	5.4



        Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
FOREIGN MINISTRY: GOALS/AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
· Enhance national security by establishing peace and good-neighborly relations throughout the whole Eurasian continent, especially with Russia, China, Islamic and Central Asian states and countries of the Near and Middle East.
· Confront new threats and challenges stemming from globalization and ensure the broadening of economic and humanitarian integration by cooperating with international and regional structures, particularly the United Nations (UN), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and Shanghai Cooperation.
· Strengthen democracy and build a competitive market economy through global partnerships, especially the Eurasian Economic Community and the Conference for Interaction and Confidence in Asia. 
· Provide support for the Kazakh Diaspora abroad.
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Argentina:
· Diplomatic relations between Kazakhstan and the Argentine Republic were established on June 25th, 1993.
· The most significant events in bilateral relations were the Summit talks of President N.Nazarbaev and President K.Menem during a seminar in Holland in November 1993 and Davos Economic Forum in January 1994.

· In November 1995, a delegation of the Embassy of Argentina in Russia headed by Argentinean Ambassador A.Listre presented his credentials to Kazakh Vice-President E.Asanbaev and held meetings with Foreign Minister, Governor of National Bank of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Minister of Industry and Trade, at the Ministry of Oil and Gas Industry.
· Kazakhstan mostly imports black metals wares and food products and exports machines and equipment, black metals wares.
· Brazil:

· On September 22, 1993 Diplomatic relations between Brazil and Kazakhstan were established.

· In October 1994 Consul to CIS countries Carlos M. Garcia visited Almaty. In January 1995 Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan K. Tokaev took part in inaugural ceremony of the President of Brazil F.Cardozo and conveyed him a personal message of President N. Nazarbayev.

· In January 2006 a Personal Representative of President of Brazil L.I. Lula da Silva R. Santos-Nevis visited Astana to take part in the inaugural ceremony of the President of Kazakhstan N. Nazarbayev.

· Basic items of imports are food and agriculture production, base metal, cars and equipment; basic items of exports are chemical products and base metal.

· Canada:

· On April 6, 1992 diplomatic relations between Kazakhstan and Canada have been established.
· In 1994 the diplomatic mission of Canada in Kazakhstan was opened. 
· In 1995, they signed a Trade Agreement, which was followed up by a Joint Action Plan for Enhanced Economic Bilateral Partnership.  The Canadian Intentional Development Agency (CIDA) has been providing Kazakhstan with development assistance in order to support its transition to a market economy.
· In 1997 the Consulate of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Canada was opened.

· In April 2004 the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Canada was opened.
· June 2003 - Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance and Joint Action Plan on Strengthening Bilateral Economic Partnership were signed that are aimed at further strengthening the relations between the countries.

· On March 31 – April 2, 2009 ex-Premier-Minister of Canada Jean Chretien visited Kazakhstan. During the visit Canadian official met with President Nazarbayev, Premier-Minister Massimov and a number of Kazakhstan’s ministers and heads of national companies. Important issues of bilateral economic cooperation, including possibility of increase in investment of Canadian capital into Kazakhstan’s economy were discussed.

· Cuba:

· Since May 17, 2007 the Ambassador of Republic of Kazakhstan to the Republic of Cuba is B.Aitimova.
· On September 21, 2007 the Bureau of Majilis of Parliament of Kazakhstan created a group on cooperation with Parliaments of foreign countries, among which there is also the Republic of Cuba.
· For contribution to the development and strengthening of political and economic relations as well as cultural ties between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Cuba, Minister of foreign affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan M.Tazhin handed over the letter of gratitude to the Ambassador of Republic of Cuba T.C.Camacho.

· United States:

· On September 26-29, 2006. In the course of the visit the leaders of two states adopted Joint Statement, which defines future trends of Kazakhstan-American relations – strengthening strategic partnership by intensifying strategic dialogues on energy, military cooperation, trade, investment and democratization processes.
· On February 1, 2008 during the visit of US Assistant Secretary of Defense M.Shivers, Five-year military cooperation plan (2008-2012) between Kazakhstan and the United States was signed.
SOURCES:
US State Department

http://www.state.gov/
Government of Canada
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan

http://en.government.kz
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan
http://portal.mfa.kz/ 
International Monetary fund

http://www.imf.org
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