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Date of Entry: December 6, 1995
National Holiday: November 18
Type of Government: Parliamentary Democracy
Head of State: Valdis Zatlers
Head of Government: Prime Minister Valdis Dombrovskis (since 12 March 2009)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Girts Valdis Kristovskis
Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs: Eriks Zunda
State Secretary: Andris Teikmanis
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Andrejs Pildegovics (July 16, 2007)
Member of: United Nations, Schengen Convention, NATO

Areas of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	2.281
	2.271
	2.261
	2.248

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	28.796
	33.866
	25.927
	24.045

	GDP per capita (US$)
	12,622.47
	14,912.93
	11,465.61
	10,694.59

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	39.888
	39.03
	32.316
	32.513

	GDP growth (annual %)
	9.978
	-4.244
	-17.955
	-.979


 Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
INVOLVEMENT WITH OAS MEMBER STATES:
1. Latvia’s relations with the US is one of its foreign policy priorities.  They have signed various treaties that range from investment, trade, intellectual property protection and mutual legal assistance.
2. Latvia and Canada enjoy strong relations through projects financed by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has helped implement and successfully complete in Latvia.  These projects range from environmental protection, education, societal integration, judicial reform, health care and social care.
3. Latvia and Latin American countries enjoy friendly relations and successfully cooperate within international organizations.  For example, Latvia and Andean countries maintain dialogue within the framework of the EU-Andean Community.
4. Latvia and Mexico have implemented a visa-free regime and in Chile, a friendship and co-operation agreement was signed between Latvian capital Riga and Chilean capital Santiago, the first between a city in Latvia and South America.  Also, the largest Latvian community in Latin America exists in Brazil, propelling them to maintain close relations.  
FOREIGN MINISTRY: GOALS/AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
1. Promote the welfare of the people of Latvia;

2. Enhance national and public security by reducing direct military threats, combating international crime and diminishing the causes of ecological catastrophe;
3. Strengthen democracy and eliminate global poverty and the spread of disease;

4. Enhance economic potential by attracting investments and protecting the interests of businesses abroad; and
AREAS FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COLLABORATION:
1. With Latvia’s economic growth and ascension to the European Union, the country’s role as a recipient of aid has been transformed to one of donor.
2. The Official Development Assistance targets for Latvia and other new EU member states is 0.17 percent of GNI by 2010 and 0.33 percent of GNI by 2015.  This aid will contribute to existing EU goals for Latin American development.
3. Latvia provides in-kind assistant in areas of common interest; Latvia has had success implementing reform programs in, namely projects to improve governance, public administration and fight anti-corruption.
4. Latvia and Latin American countries expect to collaborate in the areas of education, tourism, foreign investment and trade.
SOURCES:
US State Department

http://www.state.gov/
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia 
http://www.am.gov.lv/ 
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs
http://www.der.oas.org 
International Monetary Fund

http://www.imf.org
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