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Date of Entry:
April 5th, 2001






National Holiday: October 18th 
Type of Government:  Republic
Head of State: President Michel Suleiman (since 25 May 2008)
Head of government: Prime Minister Sa'ad al-Din al-Hariri (since 9 November 2009)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Antoine Chedid (June 4, 2008)

Ministers of Foreign Relations: Ali al-SHAMI
Member of: United Nations, G-24, G-77, League of Arab States

Area of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	3.759
	3.808
	3.857
	3.908

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	25.057
	30.08
	34.925
	39.248

	GDP per capita (US$)
	6,665.97
	7,899.51
	9,054.20
	10,044.16

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	44.734
	49.963
	54.706
	59.367

	GDP growth (annual %)
	7.5
	9.3
	9
	8



Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database

UNITED NATIONS:
· Member since 1945
· The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon is in Lebanon since 1978. At that time was present to confirm Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, restore international peace and security and assist the Lebanese Government in restoring its effective authority in the area. Following the July/August 2006 crisis, the Council enhanced the Force and decided that in addition to the original mandate, monitor the cessation of hostilities; accompany and support the Lebanese armed forces as they deploy throughout the south of Lebanon; and extends its assistance to help ensure humanitarian access to civilian populations and the voluntary and safe return of displaced persons.

· The United Nations Interim Force actually has in Lebanon, 12,733 military personnel supported by some 338 international civilian and 611 local civilian staff.
	Contributions to the UN 

( in US$ Dollars)
	2006
	2007

	Gross contributions
	461962
	762167

	Credit from staff assessment
	52378
	81910

	Net Contributions
	409584
	680257


FOREIGN POLICY:
· Concluded negotiations on an association agreement with the European Union in late 2001, and both sides initialed the accord in January 2002;
· Hosted an Arab League Summit in March 2002 for the first time in more than 35 years. During this Summit the Arab states attending, elaborated a proposal offering a comprehensive peace between the Arab countries and Israel, called the Arab Peace Initiative;
· Is a member of the Organization of Islamic Conference and maintains a close relationship with Iran;

· Is a member of the Francophone countries and hosted the Francophone Summit in October 2002 where leaders from 55 states gathered to discuss political, economic and cultural issues like the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the Iraq issue and Washington’s war on terrorism
· Over the past fifteen years, the World Bank has supported Lebanon in a wide range of sectors, including in emergency reconstruction and rehabilitation; municipal development and infrastructure; revenue enhancement; and administrative rehabilitation; agriculture and irrigation; solid waste and environmental reform; vocational and technical education; education and health; roads; power; community development; water and wastewater; urban transport; and protection of cultural heritage. Recently (November 5, 2008), the World Bank Group has provided Lebanon with a US$6 million grant to support reforms in the social sectors.
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Argentina:
· In 2001, both countries signed an Agreement on Cultural and Educational Cooperation;
· In 2003, both countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of the Republic of Argentina and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigration of the Republic of Lebanon.
· Brazil:
· Actually, in Brazil live 7 millions of Lebanese descent, twice the population of Lebanon itself;

· In 1997, both countries signed an Agreement on Cultural and Educational Cooperation;
· In 2003, both countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a high level bilateral cooperation commission  to oversee the strengthening of economic and trade ties;
· In 2006, during the Stockholm Conference for the Reconstruction of Lebanon, Brazil donated US$500.000 to Lebanon; 

· In 2007, during the Conference Paris III, Brazil donated US$ 1 million to Lebanon to finance projects of bilateral technical cooperation;
· In 2007, both countries signed an Agreement to Combat Drug Trafficking.
· Canada:

· During the 1975-1990 civil war, Canada gave refuge to thousands of affected Lebanese. The community is now estimated to a number close to 350,000, making it the largest ethnic Arab group in Canada. 
· Canada contributed US$ 30.5 million to respond to humanitarian relief, reconstruction and stabilization efforts following the 2006 conflict. In addition, at the International Conference of Support to Lebanon, Canada announced a contribution of US$20 million to support Lebanon.
· Cuba:

· In 2003, both countries signed an Agreement to combat illicit drug traffic and the use of psychotropic substances;

· In 2006, the Ministries of Foreign Relations of the Lebanese Republic and the Republic of Cuba signed a Memorandum of Understanding to promote cooperation between both Ministries.
· United States:

· The United States supports the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1559, including the disarming of all militias and the deployment of the Lebanese Armed Forces throughout    
      Lebanon;

· From 1975 through 2005 United States’ aid to Lebanon totaled more than US$400 million;

· For the years 2006 and 2007 the United States Government pledged over US$1 billion in additional assistance. Some of the current funding is used to support the activities of United States and Lebanese private voluntary organizations engaged in rural and municipal development programs nationwide, improve the economic climate for global trade and investment, and enhance security and resettlement in south Lebanon. The United States also supports humanitarian demining and victims’ assistance programs;

· In 1993, the U.S. resumed the International Military Education and Training program in Lebanon to help bolster the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) and reinforce the importance of civilian control of the military. Sales of excess defense articles (EDA) resumed in 1991 and have allowed the LAF to enhance both its transportation and communications capabilities, which were severely degraded during the civil war. Security assistance to both the LAF and the Internal Security Forces (ISF) increased significantly after the 2006 war, in order to support the democratically elected Government of Lebanon as it carries out the requirements of UNSCR 1701 and asserts its sovereignty over the whole of Lebanese territory. 
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