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Date of Entry: December 16, 2009
National Holiday: 16 February
Type of Government: Parliamentary Democracy
Head of State (President): Dalia Grybauskaite (since 12 July 2009)
Head of Government (Prime Minister): Andrius Kubilius (since 27 Nov. 2008)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Audronius Azubalis
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Zygimantas Pavilionis
Member of: United Nations, Schengen Convention, NATO

Areas of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	3.376
	3.358
	3.34
	3.293

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	39.097
	47.297
	36.92
	36.364

	GDP per capita (US$) 
	11,582.13
	14,084.46
	11,055.52
	11,043.84

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	61.125
	64.29
	55.315
	56.586

	GDP growth (annual %)
	9.84
	2.761
	-14.783
	1.289



  Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND DEMOCRACY PROMOTION:
Lithuania’s promotion of development and democracy is based mainly in creating the rule of law, enhancement of democracy, protection of human rights, transition to the market economy and Euro-Atlantic integration, strengthening of administrative capacities and building civil society. 

OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE:
Lithuania‘s official development assistance consists of contributions to multilateral organizations, contributions to European Commission, bilateral projects implemented by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, humanitarian aid and projects implemented by other state institutions.
PRIORITIES IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:
Lithuania contributes to peacekeeping efforts around the world and in the region, increasing security and stability, strengthening human rights and democracy, solutions to global and regional problems, reduction of poverty and illiteracy, sustainable development around the world and in the region, environmental protection, and promoting dialogue among civilizations. The policy of “effective multilateralism” plays a significant role in the foreign policy of the European Union. 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:

Lithuanian priorities in the Region 

· Political contacts and cooperation with the authorities of the Region; 

· economic co-operation and trade; 

· co-operation within international organizations; 

· improvement of consular services for the Lithuanian citizens; 

· co-operation and support of the Lithuanian community; 

· cultural cooperation; and
· expansion of Lithuanian Honorary Consulates network.
Argentina

· Agreement between Lithuania and Argentina on the promotion and reciprocal protection of investments. Signed 03/14/96. Came into force 09/01/98. 

· Agreement Lithuania and Argentina on Visa Requirement Suppression for Holders of Diplomatic and Official or Service Passports. Signed 10/31/03. Came into force 2004 01 28. 

· Agreement on Suppression of Visas in Ordinary Passports. Signed 10/31/03. Came into force 12/31/03. 

· Joint Declaration by the President of the Republic of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus and the President of the Argentine Republic Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, signed in Buenos Aires on July 18th, 2008. 

Brazil
· November 4th-6th, 2002 during the visit of Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs C. Lafer it was exchanged of Verbal Notes on the Mutual Abolition of Visa Requirements. It will come into effect after both sides will inform each other about proper internal procedures made. 

Chile
· Agreement between Lithuania and Chile on Exemption of the Tourist Visa Requirement. Signed 1999 05 18. Came into force 05/18/99. 

· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Chile on Exemption of the Visa Requirement for Holders of Diplomatic, Official and Service Passports. Signed 05/18/95. Came into force 12/09/00. 

· Joint Declaration by the President of the Republic of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus and the President of the Republic of Chile Michelle Bachelet, signed in Santjago on July 23th, 2008.

Colombia
· Agreement on Cultural Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Colombia. Signed 04/28/95. Came into force 08/20/01. 

· Memorandum of understanding between the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Colombia on the Establishment of the Mechanism of Political Consultations on Themes of Mutual Interest. Signed 01/31/06. 

Mexico 
· Agreement between the Government Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the United Mexican States on the Abolition of Visa for Holders of Diplomatic and Official Passports. Signed 01/25/02. Came into force 04/25/02. 

· Cooperation Agreement in the Fields of Education, Culture, Art and Sports between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the United Mexican States. Signed 01/24/02. Came into force 07/04/03. 

· Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of Lithuania and the United Mexican States on the Protection of Geographical Indications. Signed 10/14/93. Came into force 05/31/01. 

Panama
· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Panama on the Mutual Abolition of Visa Requirements. Signed 10/24/03. Came into force 01/21. 

Uruguay 
· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay on the Mutual Abolition of Visa Requirements. Signed 08/24/00. Came into force 12/29/00. 

· Joint Declaration by the President of the Republic of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus and the President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay Tabare Vazquez, signed in Motevideo on July 21st, 2008.

Venezuela 
· Program of Cultural Exchange and Cooperation between Lithuania and Venezuela. Signed 09/16/92. Came into force 09/16/92. 

· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Venezuela on Cultural Cooperation. Signed 09/16/93. Came into force 07/19/93. 

· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Venezuela Concerning the Abolition of Visas for Holders of Diplomatic and Service Passports. Signed 04/14/94. Came into force 05/14/94. 

· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Venezuela on the Promotion and Protection of Investments. Signed 04/24/95. Came into force 08 /01/96. 

· Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of Venezuela on Trade and Economic Cooperation. Signed 03/21/96. Came into force 07/17/96. 
SOURCES:
US State Department

http://www.state.gov/
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania 
http://www.urm.lt
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database
http://www.imf.org 
This page was last updated on June 24, 2011.















OAS | Department of International Affairs | 3

