[image: image1.png]Organization of
American States





Date of Entry: November 18, 1981
National Holiday: March 2
Permanent Observer: H.E. Ambassador Rachad Bouhlal (December 2011)
Head of State: King Mohamed VI
Head of Government (Prime Minister): Abdelilah Benkirane (November 29, 2011)
Minister of Foreign Affairs & Cooperation: Dr. Saad Dine El Otmani
Areas of Cooperation: SER/DIA
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	30.841
	31.177
	31.514
	31.851
	31.968

	GDP  (US$ billions)
	75.223
	88.879
	91.374
	103.482
	101.8

	GDP per capita (US$)
	2,439.07
	2,850.80
	2,899.46
	3,248.95
	3,702

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	127.257
	137.303
	145.419
	151.432
	163

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2.706
	5.587
	4.949
	4
	4.6


         Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
MOROCCO CONTRIBUTIONS:

	Year
	Project
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2009
	SER/DIA – Lecture Series of the Americas
	                  $           10,000.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	
	                  $           10,000.00
	

	TOTAL
	 
	     $            10,000.00
	 


FOREIGN MINISTRY: GOALS/AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
1. Morocco seeks to maintain close relations with Western countries such as the European Union, especially France and Spain, and the United States.
2. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Morocco seeks to maintain its active relations with Maghreb and Arab countries through the Arab Maghreb Union and the Process of Agadir.
3. Morocco maintains as a priority the protection and defense of its territorial integrity, especially its sovereignty over the Western Sahara. 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:

1. As a member of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), Morocco partners with Latin America to strive for global peace, security and justice.  Under the NAM, Morocco seeks to forge ties with Latin America in order to find solutions to common difficulties they confront as well as common pathways for sustainable development.
2. Morocco and South American countries cooperate under meetings and summits held between the Union of South American Nations (UNSAN) and League of Arab States.  Through these gatherings, Morocco seeks to expand political dialogue and cooperation on common priority areas, namely infrastructure, financing, education, social policies and energy.
3. Morocco and Argentina have signed three major agreements on trade, fisheries and cooperation between the Moroccan Export Promotion Center (CMPE) and its Argentinean counterpart.

4. Morocco and Brazil recently signed eight cooperation agreements that cover various sectors, such as veterinary health, water, environment, professional training, transport and science and technology.  The veterinary health agreement paves the way for Brazil to export meat to Morocco.

5. Morocco and Canada share strong relations as well as close cultural ties due to a large Moroccan community living in Canada and common membership in La Francophonie.  The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and Morocco work together under their cooperative strategy to improve national structures for the coordination and implementation of public policy, to decentralize institutions and to support civil society with a focus on gender equality and capacity building in these three areas.

6. The Government of Morocco and the Chilean Government have cooperated to increase trade and reinforce cooperation in agriculture and fisheries.

7. Morocco and Mexico signed a general cooperation and an agricultural cooperation accord which opens the way for Mexican exports of animals, products and by-products of animals to Morocco.  Also, the two countries created a consultation mechanism to continue forging their bilateral ties.
8. Morocco and the US maintain long-standing relations. Most recently the two nations have put into effect a bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which eliminates tariffs on 95% of consumer and industrial products and will encourage new trade and investment. Morocco is partnered with USAID, towards creating more opportunities for trade and investment, provide basic education and workforce training and improving government responsiveness to citizen needs in Morocco.

9. Morocco and Venezuela have signed several cooperation accords designed to enhance partnership in the fields of economics, science, politics, education and culture.
SOURCES:
CIA World Factbook

https://www.cia.gov/ 
US State Department

http://www.state.gov
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http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/ 
Morocco’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

http://www.maec.gov.ma/
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