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Date of Entry: March 15, 1972
National Holiday: April 30

Type of Government: Constitutional Monarchy

Head of State: Queen Beatrix
Prime Minister: Mark Rutte (October 14, 2010)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Regina Veronica Maria (Renée) Jones-Bos (August 21, 2008)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Uri Rosenthal (October 14, 2010)
Minister for European Affairs and International Cooperation: Ben Knapen (October 14, 2010)
Member of: United Nations, European Union, Benelux, G-10, IADB, NATO, OECD
Areas of Cooperation: Protecting Human Rights (IACHR, ICW); Promoting Democracy (DECO); Advancing Integral Development (DSD); Strengthening Multidimensional Security (DSMG)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	16.382
	16.446
	16.532
	16.605
	16.730

	GDP ($ in billions)
	783.692
	877.474
	796.651
	783.293
	858.3

	GDP per capita ($) 
	47,838.63
	53,354.89
	48,188.41
	47,172.14
	49,950

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	652.778
	679.593
	658.971
	676.895
	705.7

	GDP growth (annual %)
	3.921
	1.881
	-3.915
	1.824
	1.6


 Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS 1999-2011
	Year
	Netherlands
	All P.O.s
	%

	1999
	$      104,198
	$     8,055,934
	1.3%

	2000
	$      711,205
	$     9,515,678
	7.5%

	2001
	$      953,000
	$     6,923,000
	13.8%

	2002
	$   1,107,135
	$     8,460,084
	13.1%

	2003
	$      711,297
	$   12,125,944
	5.9%

	2004
	$      974,283
	$   11,908,651
	8.2%

	2005
	$   1,744,109
	$   11,650,039
	15.0%

	2006
	$      318,577
	$   19,080,470
	1.7%

	2007
	$   1,573,778
	$   20,298,894
	7.8%

	2008
	$   1,325,597
	$   25,865,002
	5.1%

	2009
	$   2,717,219
	$   19,618,820
	13.9%

	2010
	$   2,715,110
	$   15,791,980
	17.9%

	2011
	$   3,504,328
	$   15,766,615
	22.2%

	Total US$
	$18,549,836
	$ 185,021,111
	10.2%
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FOREIGN EXPENDITURE BY AREA:
	Year
	Official Development Assistance
	Contribution to Latin America and the Caribbean

	2005
	$5,115 million
	$272.530 million

	2006
	$5,452 million
	$167.830 million

	2007
	$6,224 million
	$268.810 million

	2008
	$6,993 million
	$230.190 million

	2009
	$6,426 million
	$262.020 million

	2010
	$6,351 million
	


NETHERLANDS CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Project
	Cash Contributions
($)
	In-Kind Contributions

	1999
	Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)-International Conference About Adoption
	$                     32,413.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	$                     71,785.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  104,198.00
	 

	2000
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	$                  711,205.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  711,205.00
	 

	2001
	Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD)- Press Conference
	$                    42,000.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- Guatemala ATE Plan
	$                  682,000.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- Political Management of Guatemala
	$                  229,000.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  953,000.00
	 

	2002
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- Technical Assistance Plan for Guatemala
	$                  655,455.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Political Management, Guatemala
	$                  168,671.00
	 

	
	USDE– Strategic Plan of Action for the San Juan River Basin
	$                     78,015.00
	 

	
	USDE– Caribbean Dialogue on Water and Climate (DWC)
	$                  149,145.00
	 

	
	USDE– Flood Vulnerability Reduction and Development of Early Warning Systems in Minor River Basins in Central America (SVP)
	$                    55,849.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               1,107,135.00
	 

	2003
	Programa de Apoyo al Tribunal Supremo Electoral de Guatemala – 2003 Elections
	$                  429,594.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Electoral Observation Mission to Guatemala, 2003
	$                  100,000.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	$                       5,436.00
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – Gerencia Política Guatemala
	$                  151,262.00
	 

	
	Unidad de Desarrollo Sostenible y Medio Ambiente
	$                     25,005.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  711,297.00
	 

	2004
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM)- Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$                  974,283.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  974,283.00
	 

	2005
	Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA)- Inter-American Forum on Political Parties
	$                     10,004.00
	 

	
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO), Electoral Observation Mission Bolivia
	$                     94,955.00
	 

	
	Department of  Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM)- Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$               1,500,000.00
	 

	
	Political Management Guatemala
	$                  139,150.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               1,744,109.00
	 

	2006
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)- Support to ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development
	$                  150,511.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA)- Promotion of Democracy MOE 2006 Nicaragua
	$                     98,066.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM)- Participation and Gender Equity in Nicaragua
	$                     70,000.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                  318,577.00
	 

	2007
	Department for the Promotion of Democracy (DPD)
	$               1,332,172.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM)
	$                  241,606.00
	 

	
	Department of Conferences and Meetings Management (DCMM)
	$                       6,866.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               1,580,644.00
	 

	2008
	Department of Democratic  Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDMS) - Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$               1,234,528.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) – Equity and Gender Participation in Public Finance in Municipalities in Nicaragua 
	$                     84,203.32
	 

	
	Department of Conferences and Meetings Management (DCMM)
	$                       6,866.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               1,325,597.32
	 

	2009
	Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA)– Judicial Facilitators in Nicaragua
	$                  346,000.00
	 

	
	Department of Public Security (DPS) – Support to the Final Phase of Demining in Nicaragua
	$               1,136,692.00
	 

	
	OAS Good Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA); OAS Good Offices Mission in Colombia and Ecuador (MIB/OEA)
	$               1,234,527.00
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               2,717,219.00
	 

	2010
	Department of Democratic  Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDMS) / Secretariat for Political Affairs - Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$               1,399,920.00
	 

	
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) / Secretariat for Political Affairs – Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia
	$                  279,680.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Nicaragua
	$                  263,000.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Nicaragua
	$                  352,970.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Guatemala
	$                  419,540.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               2,715,110.00
	

	2011
	Department of Democratic  Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDMS) / Secretariat for Political Affairs - Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$                  178,862.00
	

	
	Department of Democratic  Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDMS) / Secretariat for Political Affairs - Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$               2,000,000.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Nicaragua
	$                  299,970.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Nicaragua
	$                  199,970.00
	

	
	Department of International Law / Secretariat for Legal Affairs – Judicial Facilitators Guatemala
	$                  319,960.00
	

	
	Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation / Secretariat for Political Affairs – Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia
	$                  103,960.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Strategic Plan 2011-2015
	$                  401,606.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Scholarships (OAS Partnerships Program for Education and Training): Master’s in Development Studies (2 Scholarships)
	
	$         10,666.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               3,504,328.00
	$         10,666.00

	TOTAL
	 
	$             18,549,836.00
	$         10,666.00


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION:
· The Netherlands dedicates 0.7% of its GNP to development cooperation, contributing $6.577 billion in 2011.
· Development cooperation focuses on security and legal order; water security; food security; and sexual and reproductive health and rights. The Netherlands encourages the creation of public-private enterprises with input from the Dutch business sector.
· The Netherlands distributes aid in four ways: (1) bilaterally to partner countries, which are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, the Palestinian Territories, Rwanda, Sudan, Uganda and Yemen; (2) through multilateral channels, such as the IADB, OAS, World Bank, and United Nations; 3) through civil society organizations, such as ICCO and Oxfam Novid; and 4) through partnerships with the private sector.
· Partner countries are selected based on five factors: the prospects for achieving the best results, the levels of income and poverty, the capacity for progress in the priority areas, the opportunities and interests of the ministries most closely involved, and the level of good governance.
· In Central America, the Netherlands continues to focus on human rights, democratization, and security given proximity to Caribbean parts of the Kingdom.

· The Netherlands is reducing bilateral assistance to Latin American countries and has increased contributions to multilateral funds to prioritize sustainable development, climate change mitigation, access to education, and minority and women’s rights in the region.
FOREIGN MINISTRY: GOALS AND AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
· The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the channel through which the Dutch Government communicates with foreign governments and international organizations.
· Some of the key objectives of Dutch foreign policy are to promote: international legal order and respect for human rights; security, humanitarian assistance and good governance; European integration and cooperation; sustainable poverty reduction; human and social development; environmental protection and improvement; and safety and welfare of Dutch citizens and companies abroad.
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Argentina:

· The Netherlands provides grants ranging from $1450-4825 for small socio-humanitarian, public policy, environmental, and cultural projects through the “Small Projects Program”.
· The main exports from the Netherlands to Argentina are fuels, mineral oils, nuclear reactors, mechanical and electrical appliances, pharmaceutical products, and organic products; the main imports to the Netherlands are soybeans, animal feeds, meat, and chemical products.
· Bolivia:
· Development cooperation focuses on climate change mitigation; access to quality education as a means of empowerment for indigenous peoples, women, and minorities; and sustainable development. It supports climate change mitigation with a budget of $17.26 million in 2011 and access to quality of education with a budget of $20.14 million in 2011.
· Dutch NGOs work in Bolivia on political lobbying, human rights and improving the lives of the indigenous population. 
· Canada:

· Both countries cooperate in international organizations, in particular the United Nations (UN) and its specialized agencies, the World Trade Organization (WTO), Interpol, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC), the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe.
· Both countries work together in Afghanistan: Since July 2006, the Dutch have led a Provincial 
       Reconstruction Team in the south of Afghanistan (Oruzgan) and Canada assumed responsibility for the 
       Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team in August 2005.
· Both countries collaborates on issues such as:
·  The prohibition and elimination of anti-personnel mines;
·  The control of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons;
·  The eradication of the worst forms of child labor and other human rights issues;
·  The support for the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the ad hoc criminal tribunals (ex-
                       Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone);
·  The provision of rapid reaction peacekeeping forces to the United Nations; and
·  The peace process in Sudan.
· Colombia:
· The Netherlands supports Colombia with an annual budget of $37.4 million in the areas of peace and stability, human rights, good governance, environmental protection, education, and private sector development.
· The Netherlands also supports NGOs in the field of human rights. Many Dutch organizations are active in the private sector: Cordaid, the NOVIB, the Netherlands Management Cooperation Programme, Plan, Pax Christi, and Mensen in Nood.
· Guatemala:
· From 2008-2011, the Netherlands contributed $96.39 million to the areas of human rights, humanitarian aid, poverty reduction, social development, and environmental protection.
· Nicaragua:

· In 2008, The Netherlands supported Nicaragua with a budget of $36.68 million in the priority areas of good governance and democratic stability, budget support, gender and women’s rights, health care, human rights, and sustainable economic development and poverty reduction.
· Suriname:

· When Suriname gained its independence in 1975, the Netherlands pledged the sum of $2.3 billion as development aid (Treaty Funds). As of early 2011, approx. $64.74 million of this sum still remains to be spent.
· The Dutch government is the main donor and is active in the sectors of environment, reproductive rights and gender, HIV/AIDS, culture and development, and sport and development. 

· There are over 500 mutual partnerships between the Dutch and Surinamese society, with the Netherlands-Surinamese Twinning Facility established in 2008 to strengthen cooperation between civil society organizations to contribute to poverty reduction.
· United States:

· Dutch policy focuses on the themes of shared values in the areas of human rights and security and innovation in the areas of clean energy, climate adaptation, and sustainable food production.

· Both countries work together bilaterally and multilaterally in such institutions as the UN and NATO. The Dutch have worked with the United States in the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) as well as within the European Union (EU) to advance the shared goal of a more open, market-led global economy.
· The Netherlands supports NATO and EU training efforts in Iraq and participates with the United States in the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan.
Ministerie van Buitenlandse ZakenBezuidenhoutseweg 67 
· Postbus 20061 

· 2500 EB Den Haag 

· Tel.: 070-3 486 486 

· Fax: 070-3 484 848 

· Internet: www.minbuza.nl
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