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Date of Entry: October 14, 2003
National Holiday: October 1
Type of Government: Federal Constitutional Republic

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Babagana Wakil (April 1, 2009)
President: Goodluck Jonathan (May 6, 2010)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Henry Odein Ajumogobia 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs: Aliyu Idi Hong
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs: B.K. Kaigama (unknown if accurate since March 2010 cabinet reshuffle)
Areas of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	143.854
	147.81
	151.874
	156.051

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	165.921
	207.116
	168.846
	216.803

	GDP per capita (US$)
	1,153.40
	1,401.24
	1,111.75
	1,389.31

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	295.453
	319.974
	345.381
	377.949

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.972
	5.984
	6.96
	7.398



       Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database

ANNUAL FOREIGN AID FUNDS:
· In 2008, official development assistance decreased to $1.29 billion. Foreign aid peaked in 2006 with $11.4 billion.
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION OF NIGERIA:
· Nigeria joined the United Nations on 7 October 1960.
· Nigeria was a founding member of the African Union (previously the Organization for African Unity).
· Abuja, Nigeria is headquarters to the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), one of the pillars of the African Economic Community, an organization of the African Union.
· Nigeria also provides the majority of armed forces and financial funding for the Economic Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), a multilateral force established by the ECOWAS. 
· In 1999, Nigeria was readmitted to the Commonwealth of Nations after a four-year suspension for human rights abuses.
RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Regionally:
· Nigeria maintains diplomatic missions in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Jamaica, the United States and Venezuela.
· As a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, Nigeria works to strengthen ties and increase dialogue with Latin American countries, aiming to cooperate in common interest areas such as sustainable development, fair trade, human rights and increasing global awareness to their situations.

· Nigeria organized an Africa-South America Summit in Abuja in November 2006 in order to establish more direct links between the two regions. From this summit, African and South American leaders agreed to establish the Africa-South America Cooperative Forum (ASACOF) of Heads of State and Government, intended to intensify cooperation and consultation at all levels in the areas of trade and investment, agriculture, energy, technology, water resources and tourism. Nigeria pledged to implement all bilateral agreements with South American countries, particularly in the areas of trade, air services and agriculture.
· Brazil:
· In 2005, Nigeria and Brazil signed a bilateral agreement to promote trade and cultural relations between the two nations focusing on the exchange of teachers of African history, and research in production of cassava and tropical fruits. 

· A pact between Nigeria’s state-run oil firm and Brazil’s PetroBras and COIMEX was signed in 2005 to jumpstart Nigeria’s ethanol fuel program. In 2007, Petrobras signed an agreement to build a US$200 million ethanol plant on the Niger River to supply Nigeria with 10 percent ethanol in efforts to mitigate the social and political crisis over oil extraction.
· Bilateral trade between Brazil and Africa has doubled since 2003.
· Canada:
· Nigeria and Canada have enjoyed positive relations and increasing ties through shared values of democratic governance and human rights, their membership of the Commonwealth of Nations and a bilateral development program (estimated at $20 million annually) through Canada’s International Development Agency (CIDA).  
· Canada has increased its peace and security cooperation with Nigeria through their joint participation in the new African Union-United Nations Hybrid Mission in Darfur (UNAMID).
· Nigeria stands as Canada’s third-largest trade partner in sub-Saharan Africa, with $1 billion in trade in 2008.
· Mexico:
· Since 2000, Nigeria and Mexican relations have shown positive growth. The two countries aim to collaborate on shared goals and issues such as improving education, strengthening democratic institutions, eliminating corruption and sustainable developing their respective petroleum and gas sectors. 
· United States:
· Although relations with Nigeria and the United States have been strained in the past, bilateral relations have been rapidly improving since 1998. Today, the two nations cooperate on many important foreign policy goals, such as anti-terrorism and regional peacekeeping.
· Nigeria surpassed Venezuela as the fourth largest foreign supplier of crude oil to the United States during the first half of 2008 due to a fall in Venezuelan exports.

· Nigeria is the United States’ largest trade partner in sub-Saharan Africa. Nigerian petroleum contributes to 8 percent of all US oil imports, its fifth-largest supplier.

· Total trade between the US and Nigeria in 2008 was valued at $42 billion.
· Venezuela:
· In June 2008, the heads of state of Venezuela and Nigeria planned to meet to discuss greater cooperation and collaboration in the petroleum sector. 
· The Second Africa-South America Summit took place in 2009 in Venezuela.
AREAS FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COLLABORATION:
· Nigeria shares many priorities and interest areas with OAS Member States. These include institution building for the aim of good governance, poverty reduction, human rights, HIV/AIDS, energy and the environment.
· Partnered with the World Bank, Nigeria has many internal infrastructure development projects and community based poverty reduction programs that have been successful.  These are areas where OAS Member States can collaborate with Nigeria in order to implement similar programs as well as increase dialogue to promote awareness.
SOURCES:
Nigeria’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mfa.gov.ng
African Union

http://www.africa-union.org
US State Department

http://www.state.gov
The World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org
International Monetary Fund
http://www.imf.org
CIA World Leaders directory
https://www.cia.gov

Canada’s International Gateway
http://nigeria.gc.ca
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