[image: image1.png]Organization of

American States





Date of Entry: January 6, 1988

National Holiday: August 14
Type of Government: Federal Republic

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Husain Haqqani (May 30, 2008)
Chief of State: Asif Ali Zardari (since 9 September 2008)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani (since 25 March 2008)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi 

Secretary, Americas Division: Attiya Mahmood

Areas of Cooperation: N/A

	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	158.17
	160.97
	163.774
	166.578

	GDP  (US$ in billions)
	143.203
	163.892
	162.014
	174.866

	GDP per capita (US$)
	905.372
	1,018.15
	989.253
	1,049.75

	GDP, PPP  (Current International Dollar in billions)
	405.611
	421.259
	439.439
	464.897

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5.638
	1.637
	3.368
	4.792


            Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
FOREIGN MINISTRY: GOALS/AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
1. Aid in the settlement of international disputes involving Pakistan

2. Work closely with the United Nations and other multilateral organizations in making the global climate more secure.

3. Facilitate trade, security and economic policy in conjunction with the appropriate Ministries of government.

PAKISTANI DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION:
Pakistan is mainly a recipient of development aid, given that a significant portion of Pakistanis live in poverty. Corruption is also widespread throughout the country, so although it is wealthy in comparison to its neighbors, that wealth fails to trickle down and encourage the formation of a middle class. Ongoing conflict regarding the Kashmir region and India has also contributed to such general instability that development progress is slow, if not stalled. Internal political conflict further hinders the formation of a foreign development plan or agency.

RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Argentina:

· Bilateral Political Consultations were held between Pakistan and Argentina in Islamabad on 1 March 2010. The talks were led by the visiting Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, Mr. Victorio Taccetti and Foreign Secretary of Pakistan Mr. Salman Bashir.

· The two sides reviewed all aspects of bilateral relations and exchanged views on regional and international issues of common interest. 

· Pakistan and Argentina enjoy friendly and cooperative relations. The two sides agreed to take this relationship forward especially in the areas of Science and Technology, Information Technology, Agriculture, Bio-Technology, Food and Meat-Processing, Energy and Training in the peace- keeping field. 

· They also attached importance to further intensifying parliamentary linkages and high-level visits. 

· The two sides agreed to hold the next round of Consultations in Argentina next year.
· United States:

· A meeting between Foreign Secretary Salman Bashir and Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, US Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan was held on February 18, 2010 at the Foreign Office.
SOURCES:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan

http://www.mofa.gov.pk/
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http://www.presidentofpakistan.gov.pk/
Government of Pakistan

http://www.pakistan.gov.pk/
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