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Date of Entry: April 1, 1992
National Holiday: June 12

Type of Government: Federal Republic
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Sergey Kislyak
President (Head of State): Dmitry Medvedev

Prime Minister: Vladimir Putin
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Sergei Lavrov

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs: Sergey Ryabkov
Director of the North America Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Igor Svyatoslavovich Neverov
Director of the Latin America Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Yuri P. Korchaguin
Cooperation with the OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	142
	141.9
	141.9
	140.367

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	1,299.70
	1,660.37
	1,222.33
	1,465.08

	GDP per capita (US$)
	9,152.84
	11,700.97
	8,614.03
	10,437.49

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	2,117.10
	2,276.47
	2,118.14
	2,222.96

	GDP growth (annual %)
	8.535
	5.242
	-7.9
	3.966


      Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database

UNITED NATIONS:
· Supports the efforts aimed at strengthening its central and coordinating role. This implies:
· Strict observance of the goals and principles enshrined in the UN Charter;
· Reform of the UN so that it could gradually adapt itself to changing global political and economic realities;
· Further improving of the effectiveness of the work of the UN Security Council to make this body more representative in the course of the reform while keeping its work as expeditious as possible;
· Sustains that any decisions on the enlargement of the Security Council should enjoy the widest agreement of the States Members and that the five permanent members of the Security Council shall retain their status;
· Recognizes that only the UN Security Council has the authority to sanction the use of force for the purpose of coercion to peace;
· Emphasizes the importance of the UN Security Council as a universal instrument for safeguarding international rule of law; 
	Contributions to the UN ( in US$ Dollars)
	2006
	2007

	Gross contributions
	21,173,243
	26,900,009

	Credit from staff assessment
	2,400,663
	2,890,953

	Net Contributions
	18,772,580
	24,009,056


FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES:
· Ensure its national security to preserve and strengthen its sovereignty and territorial integrity;  
· Achieve strong positions of authority in the world community that best meet the interests of the Russian Federation as one of influential centers in the modern world, and which are necessary for the growth of its political, economic, and intellectual potential; 
· Provide comprehensive protection of rights and legitimate interest of Russian citizens;

· Promote an objective image of the Russian Federation globally as a democratic state committed to a socially oriented market economy and an independent foreign policy;

· Advocate universality of the recognized norms of international law both in their understanding and application;

· Support a global missile non-proliferation regime on the basis of a legally binding agreement;

· Support international efforts against traffic of light and small arms;

· Promote enhanced regional stability in Europe through participation in the processes of conventional armed forces limitation and reduction as well as through confidence-building measures in military sphere on the basis of the principle of equal security for all parties;

· Develop international cooperation on the basis of equality, mutual respect for interests and mutual benefit;

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Argentina
· On 2008, the governments of both countries signed several agreements in areas of energy cooperation, trade, science and technology, and business promotion:
· Russia’s nuclear agency Rosatom signed an agreement on “Cooperation in the peaceful use of nuclear energy” with Argentina’s planning and state investment ministry;
· Both presidents signed and issued a joint statement in which they “expressed support for the multilateral approach…in the search for peaceful resolution of intergovernmental conflicts and the new problems of forming a multipolar world”. The joint statement also called for peaceful resolution of the dispute between Argentina and Britain over the Falkland Islands;
· Trade between Argentina and Russia will be $1.5 billion of Argentine exports for 2009 in beef, wine and leather;
· Brazil

· Is the main commercial partner of Russia in Latin America;
· Considers Brazil a candidate for membership on the UN Security Council; 
· In 2005, both countries signed an Agreement for Joint Space Mission and a Cooperation Protocol for the modernization of VLS-1 launchers;
· In 2006, an Extradition Treaty between both countries entered into force;
· In 2008, on visa exemption, and cooperation in the aerospace, nuclear and defense industries;
· Brazil and Russia signed an Agreement on Fighter Jets and Space Launch Vehicles;
· In 2009:
· Russian President signed a federal law ratifying a convention for the avoidance of double taxation and fiscal evasion between Russia and Brazil. The convention, signed in November 2004, is aimed to ensure conditions when legal entities and individuals will not have to pay taxes twice from the same kinds of incomes and property in their country and in the partner country. The convention also prevents tax discrimination and establishes the procedure of tax information exchanges between the relevant agencies in the two countries;
· Canada
· Both countries benefit from extensive cooperation on trade and investment, energy, democratic development and governance, security and counter-terrorism, northern issues, and cultural and academic exchanges;
· Canada and Russia maintain regular political dialogue on security, counter-terrorism and global issues. This dialogue has been incorporated into the Global Security Talks, which allow high-level officials to share concerns and solutions on non-proliferation, regional issues and defense relations;

· Cooperate extensively within the framework of the UN, G8, APEC, and NATO-Russia Council;
· Canada's major security undertaking with Russia is its leading role in the Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, a G8 initiative. This programme, with a budget of up to $1 billion over ten years, recently reached its mid point;
· Through the Arctic and North Working Group of the Canada-Russia IEC, both countries work together to develop a forward-looking agenda on northern cooperation;
· The Canadian International Development Agency's Russia Program, established in 1991, assist the process of reform and transition in Russia. The overall goal of the programme is to support the establishment of a stable, prosperous and democratic Russia with a well-developed market economy and efficient, responsive institutions;
· Peru

· Russia is interested in developing with Peru cooperation in the economy, energy sector, mining industry, space sector, nuclear energy, oil and gas transport, and the military technical sector;

· In 2003 both countries signed:

· An Agreement on Financial Cooperation;

· Eight bilateral agreements on military technology cooperation and electoral matters;

· Peru’s and Russia’s Foreign Trade Bank signed an agreement to take Peruvian exports directly to Russia without passing by other countries;

· Peru’s National Jury of Elections and Central Election Commission of the Russian Federation signed several agreements in fields like the fight against drug trafficking and cooperation between Russia’s Academy of Sciences and Peru’s National Council of Science and Technology;
· In 2008:

· The Russian defense industry corporation Oboronprom and the Peruvian Ministry of Defense on the main principles for establishing a service centre for technical service and major repairs of Mi-8, Mi-17 and Mi-26 helicopters in Peru.

· A Memorandum of Intent was signed between Rosoboronexport and the Peruvian Ministry of Defense;

· An Intergovernmental agreement on cooperation in fighting drug trafficking

· An Agreement on scientific, technological and innovation cooperation between the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Peruvian National Council for Science, Technology and Technological Innovation;

· Two banking sector agreements: A Memorandum of Understanding and a Cooperation Agreement between Vnesheconombank and the National Bank of Peru;
· United States
· Since 2001, there have been 26 Russia-US Summits both in bilateral and multilateral forums; 

· Priority areas of bilateral cooperation are:

· Joint work in the interests of international security and strategic stability

· Fight against international terrorism and counteracting new global challenges and threats including nuclear proliferation, along with promoting the settlement of regional conflicts

· Develop commercial and economic ties
· Expand intercultural and people-to-people contacts

· In 2002:

· Both countries signed an Intergovernmental Agreement on Cooperation in Law Enforcement  
 and Control over Narcotic Drugs;
·  Both countries signed the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions (came into force on July 
 1, 2003) and the Moscow Declaration on the New Strategic Relationship. Both contains the 
 development of strategic relations built on the principles of partnership and mutual respect 
 for each other’s security interests;

·  Came into force the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Cases;
·  The US granted Russia market economy status;
· In 2005:

· During the Bratislava Summit, both presidents adopted the Joint Statement on Nuclear Field Security Cooperation;
· A working mechanism of bilateral interaction in combating human trafficking was established;
· In 2006, at the G8 Summit in St. Petersburg, the US and Russia announced the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism to keep terrorists from acquiring nuclear materials;

· In 2008:

· On May, the U.S. Ambassador to Russia, William Burns, and the Director of the State Corporation for Atomic Energy (Rosatom), Sergey Kiriyenko, signed the bilateral Agreement for Cooperation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy;
· On December, Russian-American consultations on Latin American problems were held in Moscow in which Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and US Assistant Secretary of State took part. The exchange of views took place on the current state of and prospects for Russian and US bilateral relations with the LAC states. An agreement was reached to continue such consultations. Discussions focused mainly on: 
· The increased role of the states of Latin America and the Caribbean Basin in the international arena; 
· The active participation of the Latin America countries in world economic processes;
· The intensification of integration processes in the region;
· Outcomes of the visits of Russian President to Peru, Brazil, Venezuela and Cuba;
· Russia and the US cooperate to implement the UN Security Council Resolution 1540 on the Non-Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction launched at the initiative of Russia and supported by the US. Both countries also cooperate within the framework of the Proliferation Security Initiative;

· Russian-US cooperation include post conflict settlement in Iraq and Afghanistan, conflicts settlement in the Middle East and normalization of the situation on the Korean Peninsula;

· Both countries are working to bring Iran’s nuclear programs into compliance with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) rules and United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1737, 1747, and 1803;
· In 2009:

· On July, President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev sign documents on nuclear arms reduction.
· Uruguay
· In 1997, both countries signed:

· An Agreement on Cultural and Scientific Cooperation 
· A Treaty on Friendship and Cooperation

· In 2007, both countries signed:

· A Memorandum of Understanding between the National Directorate of Industrial Property of the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining of Uruguay and the Federal Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks of the Russian Federation;

· A Cooperation Agreement between the Institute Artigas Foreign Service of Uruguay and the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Federation and conducted an exchange of diplomatic notes which allowed the entry into force of the Agreement of Cooperation and Combating Illicit Trafficking and Abuse of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances agreed in 2002
· Venezuela
· The two countries cooperate closely on energy matters, with their state-owned energy companies embarking on joint enterprises;

· In 2001 both countries signed an Agreement on Technical Military Cooperation;

· On December 2008, Both countries signed an agreement to work together to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. Other agreements included oil exploitation, industrial cooperation, and removing visa requirements for each country’s citizens. Also, in December both countries realized naval exercises in the Caribbean
· MERCOSUR (South American Common Market)

· In 2006, signed a Memorandum of Understanding Regarding the Creation of the Mechanism of Political Dialogue and Cooperation between Russia and the Member States and  Associate Member States of MERCOSUR;
SOURCES:
Embassy of Russia in the United States:

http://www.russianembassy.org
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio y Culto de Argentina
www.cancilleria.gov.ar
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada:

www.international.gc.ca
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia:
www.mid.ru
Ministerio del Poder Popular para Relaciones Externas de Venezuela:

www.mre.gov.ve
Department of State of the United States

www.state.gov
Presidencia de la República Oriental de Uruguay

www.presidencia.gub.uy
Poder Legislativo de la República Oriental de  Uruguay:

www.parlamento.gub.uy
United Nations:

http://www.un.org/

Department of International Affairs of the OAS:

www.deroas.org
World Bank

www.worldbank.org
IMF

www.imf.org
BBC Americas
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
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