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Date of Entry: October 22, 1980
National Holiday: September 23
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Adel Al-Jubeir (February 21, 2007)
Head of State: King Abdallah bin Abd Al-Aziz Al Saud
Head of Government: Prime Minister Abdallah bin Abd Al-Aziz Al Saud
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Saud Al Faisal Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs: Dr. Nizar Bin Obaid Madani
 
Areas of Cooperation: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	24.289
	24.897
	25.519
	26.106

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	385.199
	476.941
	376.268
	443.691

	GDP per capita (US$)
	15,858.75
	19,156.86
	14,744.61
	16,995.78

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	549.215
	584.954
	593.875
	621.993

	GDP growth (annual %)
	2.017
	4.23
	.603
	3.424


       Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
FOREIGN MINISTRY:  GOALS/AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
1. Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy priorities are maintaining its security and strengthening its relations with Gulf States, countries of the Arabian Peninsula and other Arab and Islamic countries.
2. Seeks to defend general Arab and Islamic interests, promote solidarity among Islamic governments and maintain cooperative relations with other oil-producing and major oil-consuming countries.

OBJECTIVES AND INITIATIVES WITH THE DEVELOPING WORLD: 
1. Saudi Arabia has been a principle donor of Overseas Development Aid (ODA) since the mid-1970s, in terms of both absolute volume of aid and relative volume of aid to its GDP.  Most of this aid has gone to poorer Islamic countries or Islamic communities in non-Islamic countries.
2. Saudi Arabia operates the Saudi Fund for Development, which contributes to the financing of 3,750 projects in 71 countries (41 African countries, 25 Asian countries, and 5 countries in other parts of the world).

3. Saudi Arabia has most recently partnered with the World Bank to help implement an energy initiative for impoverished countries as well as with the World Food Program in order to provide relief for rising food prices. 
RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE: 

1. As part of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Group of 77 (G-77), Saudi Arabia collaborates with Latin America on development issues and increasing international awareness to developing countries collective needs.   
2. Saudi Arabia and Canada share common interest in multiple issues, namely energy security, humanitarian affairs, counter-terrorism and regional peace and security.  Saudi Arabia is currently Canada’s second largest export market in the region.
3. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shares special ties with Venezuela, Ecuador and Mexico as major oil producers and exporters. Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and Ecuador cooperate under the framework of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

4. Saudi Arabia and the US also maintain close consultations concerning the Middle East peace process as well as the reconstruction process in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

5. Saudi Arabia and the US maintain close strategic relations, especially regarding Middle East security, oil exports and imports and sustainable development.  In terms of trade, the US is Saudi Arabia’s largest trading partner, and Saudi Arabia is the largest US export market in the Middle East.

6. Saudi Arabia operates embassies in the US, Canada, Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Ecuador, Venezuela, and Mexico.  These countries along with Uruguay also have missions in Saudi Arabia.
RECENT RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBERS:
1. On Feb 16, 2010 the King Received U.S. Commander of Central Command
2. On February 15, 2010 Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Governor of Riyadh region, received US Congresswoman and Head of the appropriations committee Nita Lowey and the accompanying delegation. During the meeting, they reviewed issues of mutual interest including bilateral relations.

SOURCES:
CIA World Factbook

https://www.cia.gov/ 
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http://www.state.gov
Canada’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
http://geo.international.gc.ca/ 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mofa.gov.sa/ 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Washington DC

http://www.saudiembassy.net/Index.asp
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http://www.imf.org
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