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Date of Entry: September 25, 2002

National Holiday: February 15

Type of Government: Parliamentary Republic

Head of State: President Boris Tadic (since 11 July 2004)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic (since 7 July 2008)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Vladimir Petrovic (April 14, 2009)
Foreign Affairs Minister: Vuk Jeremic

State Secretary for Foreign Affairs: Ivan Mrkic
Secretary-General for Foreign Affairs: Vladimir Curgus
Assistant Minister, Directorate General for Multilateral Affairs: Sladjana Prica
Cooperation with the OAS: Memorandum of Understanding between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the Republic of Serbia (signed June 6, 2010)
Areas of Cooperation: Promoting Democracy (DECO), Outreach, Integral Development
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	7.382
	7.382
	7.382
	7.396

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	39.389
	48.834
	41.648
	38.707

	GDP per capita (US$)
	5,336.10
	6,615.58
	5,642.14
	5,233.21

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	73.968
	79.755
	77.973
	80.104

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.9
	5.518
	-2.999
	1.528



Source: IMF World Economic Outloook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2011:

	Year
	Serbia
	All P.O.s
	%

	2004
	3,000
	11,908,651
	0.00%

	2005
	 
	11,650,039
	0.00%

	2006
	 
	19,080,470
	0.00%

	2007
	 
	20,298,894
	0.00%

	2008
	 
	25,865,002
	0.00%

	2009
	2,516
	19,618,820
	0.00%

	2010
	0
	15,791,980
	0.00%

	2011
	20,000
	15,766,615
	0.13%

	Total US$
	5,516
	185,021,111
	0.01%
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SERBIA CONTRIBUTIONS:

	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2009
	DECO – EOM at St. Vincent and the Grenadines
	US$ 2,516.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$2,516.00
	

	2011
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Guyana
	US$5,000.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Nicaragua
	US$5,000.00
	

	
	Secretariat for External Relations / Department of International Affairs – Lecture Series of the Americas and Policy Roundtable Series
	US$10,000
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	US$20,000
	

	TOTAL
	 
	US$ 22,516.00 
	 


FOREIGN POLICY STRATEGY AND PRIORITIES:

One of the priorities of Serbia is the respect for the protection and promotion of human rights both at national and international levels, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international instruments in the field.

Serbia has accepted the highest international human rights standards, becoming a State party to almost all the major international and regional treaties and protocols in the field of human and minority rights, international humanitarian law and refugee law. Up to present the Republic of Serbia has ratified the most important universal treaties. Serbia accepted being subject to all communication procedures of the United Nations human rights instruments it has ratified. 

Serbia has signed the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, as well as two recently adopted conventions - International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

As a member of the Executive Board of UNICEF, the Commission for Sustainable Development, the Executive Committee of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Serbia has actively contributed to their work. In cooperation with OSCE and the Council of Europe it has hosted a number of conferences and seminars in the field of human rights and the protection of national minorities. 

Serbia is also working on developing a comprehensive policy on combating International Terrorism. Serbia works closely with the United Nations in this regard.

DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND PRIORITIES:

Following democratic transition in the Balkan region, and the general social consensus that political and economic changes are essential, Serbia stressed the need for the renewal of its membership in international organizations as one of its foreign policy priorities. Of particular importance is the inclusion of Serbia into multilateral monetary and trade system (the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the European Investment Bank, etc.).

RELATIONS THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Antigua and Barbuda:

· In 2010, he Government of the Republic of Serbia initiated the establishment of full diplomatic relations with countries of the Caribbean region – Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
· The Government of Serbia has offered scholarships to some of the Caribbean countries, as a part of the program “World in Serbia” that promotes educational cooperation with member countries of the Non-alignment movement. 
· Argentina:

· Argentina and Serbia are interested in increasing their economic cooperation. Argentina exports beef, wine, and agricultural products to Serbia; 
· In 2011, Serbian exports to Argentina were 334,000 euros and imports 17.3 million euros.

· Two scholarships within “The World in Serbia” Project have been offered to Argentina for 2011/12.

· The countries have signed cooperation agreements between their respective Ministries of Foreign Affairs

· Visa exemptions for holders of regular passports on business trips;

· Arrangement on the employment of dependants of diplomatic officers;

· Police cooperation in the fight against transnational organized crime;

· Extradition;

· Criminal matters; and

· Veterinary cooperation.
· Bolivia

· Serbia formally invited Bolivia to propose up to a maximum of five outstanding young people to study in the Republic of Serbia, every academic year, starting in September 2010. Within the newly-established “The World in Serbia” Scholarship Fund for Students from Non-Aligned Countries for university studies in Serbia.
· Five scholarships from “The World in Serbia” Project were offered to Bolivia in the academic year 2010/11
· Two scholarships were offered 2011/12 (scholarship was granted to the only candidate who applied).

· In 2009 Serbia’s exports to Bolivia were 1,000 Euros and imports from it were 287,000 Euros.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 552,000 euros and imports 329,000 euros
· In 2005, Serbia opened an Honorary Consulate in Bolivia.

· Brazil:

· Brazil is Serbia’s premier trading partner in South America;
· In 2011, Serbian exports to Brazil were 4.3 million euros and imports 69.7 million euros. 
· Brazilian-Serbian Chamber of Commerce was established in Rio de Janeiro in 2011. Brazil seeks to cooperate with Serbia in the fields of energy, mining industry and bio fuels;
· The countries have signed agreements related to education, defense and telecommunication and have the following agreements under consideration: veterinary medicine; extradition; criminal matters combating the organized crime; and legal assistance in civil matters.

· Barbados:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Barbados were established in November 1977. 
·  An undertaking concerning the recognition of training and certification of seafarers for service on Barbados Ship’s Registry between the Maritime Transport Department on behalf of the Government of Yugoslavia and the Marine Department on behalf of Barbados Ship’s Registry (2002).
· The Bahamas:
· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and the Bahamas were established in 1988. Diplomatically, Serbia is represented in The Bahamas via its Embassy in Washington D.C., USA.
· An undertaking concerning the recognition of the training and certification of seafarers for the service on the ships registered in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas between the Ministry of Infrastructure of Serbia and the Bahamas Maritime Authority (2009).
·  Canada:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Canada were established with the opening of the Legation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in Ottawa in May 1941. This representation was upgraded to the level of embassy in December 1951.
· The volume of the trade exchange with Canada in 2009 accounted for 0.12% of Serbia’s overall trade, amounting to about US$58.8 million, with Serbia’s import standing at US$52 million (0.08% of its total imports) and export at US$ 6.2 million (0.13% of its total exports). 
· Canadian investment in Serbia has been continuously on the rise and, in the period from 2001 to 2010, it has amounted to approximately US$300 million.
· Canada’s priorities in Serbia are: promotion of stability and security; democratic reform; good governance; sustainable development; and security sector reform.

· Canada’s International Development Agency (CIDA) has been granting significant financial assistance to Serbia’s transition processes in the field of education, health, legislation and social programs. The total value of projects implemented through the CIDA Programs amounts to about CA$150 million, while CA$20 million have been allocated for project implementation by 2010.
· Canada has invested in Serbia in the following areas: real state and construction; tourism; agriculture; informatics; and Energy and mining.

· Chile:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Chile were established in 1935.
· In 2002, both countries signed an cooperation agreement between their respective Ministries of Foreign Affairs.
· In 2008, Serbian exports to Chile were valued at €2.3 million and imports at €2.9 million. In 2009, exports to Chile were €1.9 million and imports €4.8 million.
· In 2011, Serbian exports to Chile were 1.6 million euros and imports 45.9 million euros. An expert delegation from Chile visited Serbia to discuss possible involvement of Chilean consultancy experts in reactivating lead, zinc and gold mines.
· Serbia and Chile hold a  Memorandum on Cooparation between the Diplomatic academy “Koca Popovic“ of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia and The Diplomatic Academy “Andres Bello“ of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Chile (2010) 
·  Colombia:
· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Colombia were established on December, 1966.
· In 2008 Serbian exports to Colombia amounted to 299.0 thousand euros, and imports came to 6.9 million euros. In 2009 Serbian exports were merely 2.0 thousand euros and imports 4 million.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 12,000 euros and imports 1.48 million euros.

· The two countries are exploring the possibility of military industry cooperation
· Costa Rica:
· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Costa Rica were established in 1952. (They existed even before World War II).
· Economic cooperation is of a small scale. In 2009, Serbian exports to Costa Rica were 16 thousands euros and imports 2.9 million euros. The Foreign Trade Corporation of Costa Rica (PROKOMERC) has expressed an interest in cooperating with the Serbian Investment and Export Promotion Agency – SIEPA. Serbian side is interested in the participation of Serbian companies in the realization of infrastructural projects.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 253,000 euros and imports 5.9 million euros.
· Dominica: 
· Diplomatic Relations between Serbia and Dominica were established on April 22, 2010.
· Dominica used four scholarships within “The World in Serbia” Project for 2010/2011. Two scholarships were offered for 2011/2012 but there were no nominated candidates. 

· In 2009 imports from Dominica amounting to €48,000 were recorded.
· In 2011, there were only Serbian imports which amounted to 25, 000 euros.
· Dominican Republic:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Dominican Republic were established in 1983.

· Bilateral economic cooperation is of a small scale. In 2009 Serbian exports to the Dominican Republic were EUR 4,000 and imports EUR 771,000. In 2011, Serbian exports were 5,000 euros and imports 1.9 million euros.
· Ecuador:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Ecuador were established in 1956.
Since the beginning of the 90’s the two countries have been represented on a non-resident basis. Since June 2009, following the closing of the Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Lima, Peru, Serbia is being represented in Ecuador via its Embassy in Brasilia, Brazil. 

· In 2009 Serbian exports to Ecuador were EUR 744, 000 and imports EUR 31 million. Contacts have been going on between businessmen of the two countries (import of bananas, deals on export of medicines in exchange for fish flour, etc.), and Ecuador has expressed an interest to import Serbian agricultural machinery and engage “Energoprojekt” and construction companies from Serbia on the project of building a bridge to Trinitaria Island.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 38,000 euros and imports 24.03 million
· In the process of Serbia's accession to the World Trade Organization, a Bilateral Protocol on the liberalization of commodity markets was signed with Ecuador, in May 2011, in Geneva.

· Three students from Ecuador holding scholarships are staying in Serbia within “The World in Serbia” Project for 2010/11.
· El Salvador:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and El Salvador were established in 1979.
· The commodity exchange between Serbia and El Salvador in 2009 was reduced only to Serbian imports from this country amounting to EUR 28,000. Potential areas of cooperation are agriculture, metal and chemical industry and possible participation of Serbian companies in the development of infrastructural projects of a regional nature and the transfer of agricultural technology.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 1,000 euros and imports 31,000 euros
· Guatemala:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Guatemala were established in 1987.
· Five scholarships from “The World in Serbia” Project were offered to Guatemala in    2010/11, and two more in 2011/12 (one fellowship was granted for doctoral studies bur the candidate withdrew).
· In 2009 Serbia’s exports to Guatemala were 192,000 euros and its imports from Guatemala 187,000 euros.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 415,000 euros and imports 204,000 euros
· Grenada:

· Diplomatic Relations with Grenada were established in 1978.
· Serbia formally invited Grenada to propose up to a maximum of three outstanding young people to study in Serbia, every academic year, starting in September 2010. Within the newly-established “The World in Serbia” Scholarship Fund for Students from Non-Aligned Countries for university studies in Serbia.
· Grenada used four scholarships within “The World in Serbia” Project for 2010/11. Two scholarships were offered, granted and used for 2011/12. 

· In 2011, commodity trade consisted only of Serbian imports which amounted to 10,000 euros.

· Guyana:

· Diplomatic relations between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Guyana were established in 1968.
· Guyana used two scholarships within “The World in Serbia” Project for academic 2011/2012.

· In 2009, imports from Guyana amounted to €6,000. Agriculture and transportation infrastructure are potential fields of cooperation. 

· In 2011, trade between the two countries consisted only of Serbian imports worth 5,000 euros.
· Haiti:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Haiti were established in 1984.

· Serbia, as a gesture of their solidarity with the suffering of the Haitian people, has joined the relief effort of the international community to the survivors of the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti on January 12th this year, and allocated the amount of one hundred thousand US dollars and paid it in through its Red Cross organization, co-sponsored a United  Nations General Assembly resolution on relief assistance to Haiti. Serbian Ministry of Interior has contributed to the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).
· Two scholarships for 2011/2012 were given to Haiti within “The World in Serbia” Project. Four scholarships were granted (two of them within the scholarships intended for students from CARICOM member states.

· In 2011, Serbian exports were 9,000 euros and imports 10,000 euros.
· Honduras:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Honduras were established in 1953.
· Exports to Honduras in 2009 were 14,000 euros and imports from it 394,000 euros.
· In 2011, Serbian imports were 304,000 euros.
· Jamaica:

· Diplomatic relations with Jamaica were established in 1968.
· Republic of Serbia formally invited Jamaica to propose up to a maximum of five outstanding young people to study in the Republic of Serbia, every academic year, starting in September 2010. within the newly-established “The World in Serbia” Scholarship Fund for Students from Non-Aligned Countries for university studies in Serbia.
· Jamaica used four scholarships within “The World in Serbia” Project for 2010/11. Two scholarships were offered and granted for 2011/12
· The Government of the Republic of Serbia gave its consent for the appointment of the Honorary Consul of Jamaica in the R. of Serbia, in September 2011.

· In 2011, Serbian exports were 17,000 euros.
· Mexico:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Mexico were established on 28 May 1946.
· A Friendship with Serbia Group was set up in the Chamber of Deputies of the Mexican Congress in November 2007. The procedure for constituting a Parliamentary Friendship with Mexico Group has been started in the National Assembly of Serbia.
· The countries have signed agreements related to visa exemptions, foreign affairs, and inter-university cooperation;
· Serbia formally invited Mexico to propose up to a maximum of five (5) outstanding young people to study in Serbia, every academic year, starting in September 2010 within the newly-established “The World in Serbia” Scholarship Fund for Students from Non-Aligned Countries for university studies in Serbia.
· In the academic year 2010/11, one scholar from Mexico stayed in Serbia within “The World in Serbia” Project. Five scholarships were granted for 2011/12 but only 1 scholar came. 
· The countries have agreements on economic and agriculture under consideration:
· Mexico supports the reactivation of the work of the Joint Committee for Economic and Scientific Technical Cooperation;
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 2.6 million euros and imports 11.08 million euros.

· Serbia is seeking to increase the following exports to Mexico:
· Agriculture;

· Pharmaceuticals;

· Cars; and

· Cryogen tunnels.

· Nicaragua:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Nicaragua were established in 1979.
· The Republic of Serbia, as an observer in the OAS, supported the OAS observer mission at the elections held in Nicaragua on 6 November 2011.
· In 2011, Serbian imports amounted to 115,000 euros.

· Panama:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Panama were established in 1953.
· In 2009, Serbia’s exports to Panama were €110,000 and its imports from it €545,000. Panama is interested in importing cryogenic tunnels, facilities for drying agricultural products and in including Serbian construction companies in the Panama Canal Modernization Project (“Energoprojekt” carried out successfully several projects in Panama in the seventies and eighties).
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 29,000 euros and imports were 1.7 million euros
· Paraguay:

· Diplomatic relations between Serbia and Paraguay were established in 1950.
· In 2011, Serbian exports amounted to 30,000 euros and imports 41,000 euros.

· Peru:

· Diplomatic relations with The Republic of Peru were re established in 1967.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 75,000 euros and imports 1.3 million euros.
·  Some of the most important agreements between Serbia and Peru are:
· Protocol on cooperation between the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Peru (2002)
· Agreement between Federal Republic of Yugoslavia the Peru on the abolition of visa for holders of diplomatic and official passports (2002)
· Supreme Decision No. 23-95-RE, issued by the Peruvian government and effective since 08-10-2003 econerates the Tourist Visa requirement for a period of 90 days of stay for Serbians that visit Peru on touristic purposes.  
· Executive Program of the Agreement on cultural cooperation between the Council of Ministers of Serbia and Montenegro and Governement of the Republic of Peru (2003). 

· St. Lucia:
· Serbia initiated the establishment of full diplomatic relations with countries of the Caribbean region – Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
· The Government of Serbia has offered scholarships to some of the Caribbean countries, as a part of the program “World in Serbia” that promotes educational cooperation with member countries of the Non-alignment movement. 

· St. Kitts and Nevis:
· Serbia initiated the establishment of full diplomatic relations with countries of the Caribbean region – Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
· The Government of Serbia has offered scholarships to some of the Caribbean countries, as a part of the program “World in Serbia” that promotes educational cooperation with member countries of the Non-alignment movement. 

· St. Vincent and the Grenadines:
· Serbia initiated the establishment of full diplomatic relations with countries of the Caribbean region – Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
· Serbia has offered scholarships to some of the Caribbean countries, as a part of the program “World in Serbia” that promotes educational cooperation with member countries of the Non-alignment movement. 
· Suriname:

· Diplomatic relations with Suriname were established in 1976.

· Diplomatic channels of communication with Suriname go via the Embassy of the Republic of Serbia to Washington D.C.
· Serbian exports to Suriname in 2009 were €57,000 and its imports €127,000. 
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 90,000 euros and imports 43,000 euros.
· Trinidad and Tobago:

· Diplomatic relations with Trinidad and Tobago were established in 1974.

· Operationally, the Republic of Serbia follows the activities of Trinidad and Tobago from its Embassy in Washington D.C.
· Trinidad and Tobago used one scholarship within “The World in Serbia” Project offered for 2011/12. 
· Serbia’s exports to Trinidad and Tobago in 2009 were €21,000 and its imports at €1,000. 
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 14,000 euros and imports 104,000 euros. 
· Uruguay:

· Diplomatic relations with The Eastern Republic of Uruguay were established in 1950.

· The Republic of Serbia and The Eastern Republic of Uruguay have signed bilateral agreement in areas such as: political cooperation, abolition of visas for holders of diplomatic, official and service passports, and police cooperation in the fight against organized crime.
· In 2011, Serbian exports were 700,000 euros and imports 823,000 euros.
· United States:

· Formal diplomatic relations with the United States were established in 1881 through the Treaty of Commerce.
· In 2008, commercial exchange totaled US$566.7 million. At the same time, Serbia’s exports dropped by 16.87% totaling US$67.5 million. In 2009, Serbia’s exports to the USA stood at US$ 69.5 million and its import from the USA amounted to US$ 392 million.
· The United States’ overall investment in Serbia of approximately US$1.6 million ranks the USA amongst Serbia’s major investors.

· The countries have signed agreements related to military cooperation, narcotics control, culture cooperation, and prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction;
· For the 2000-2008 period, the United States has allocated US$681mn as assistance in the following areas: economy growth; strengthen institutional capacity of government institutions; civil society development; reforms of commercial courts; banking sector and macro economic reforms; development of real state market; integration of market; transparency and adherence to the rule of law; and peace and security.
· The main achievements of  the United States assistance to Serbia are:
· Improved regional cooperation and prosecution in war crimes cases, including the establishment of a joint investigative team of Serbian and Bosnian judges;

· Improved efficiency, independence and accountability of the Serbian justice system;

· Increased numbers of high-level corruption and financial crime cases by enacting more effective strategies in investigating these cases; and

· Reduction in the number of state-owned enterprises awaiting privatization. As a result, a 
a large percentage of state-owned enterprises were consequently shifted to the private economy, contributing substantially to Serbia's move to the next country category with respect to EU integration and sustaining partner status.

· Venezuela:
· Diplomatic relations with Venezuela were established in 1951.
· Five scholarships were offered to Venezuela within “The World in Serbia” Project for 2010/11 and two for 2011/12
· In 2011, Serbian imports amounted 242,000 euros.
· In 2009 Serbia’s exports were €3,000 and imports came to €46,000. Complementarily of the two countries’ economies offers possibilities of promoting economic cooperation. Potential areas of cooperation are oil industry, pharmaceuticals, civil engineering, agriculture
· Bilateral Agreements:
· Memorandum of understanding for the establishment of political consultations between the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of People’s Power for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (2010)

· Memorandum of understanding between the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of People’s Power for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on the cooperation between The Diplomatic Academy "Koca Popovic" and The Institute of Higher Diplomatic Studies "Pedro Gual" (2010).
· In June 2011, the Agreement on Waiver of Visa Requirements for Holders of Diplomatic and Official/Service Passports was signed.

RELATIONS WITH THE OAS:

On February 24, 2010, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia, Vuk Jeremic, to discuss the advancing of Serbia’s relationship with the OAS. Secretary General Insulza and Minister Jeremic agreed to the signing of a cooperation agreement to support OAS programs, as well as to leave open the opportunity for future collaboration in areas of mutual interest. This agreement was signed in the framework of the XL Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly in Lima, Peru on June 6, 2010, and includes a minimum financial contribution of US$20,000, beginning in 2011, to support the OAS Lecture Series of the Americas and Outreach Programs as well as the strengthening of democracy through electoral cooperation.
SOURCES: 

Organization of American States

http://www.oas.org
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mfa.gov.yu/
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http://www.serbiaembusa.org
Department of State of the United States

www.state.gov
The World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org 

Red Cross of Serbia

http://www.redcross.org.rs/english3.php
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