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Date of Entry: October 14, 2003
National Holiday: June 25
Type of Government: Parliamentary Republic
Head of State: President Danilo Turk (since 22 December 2007)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Borut Pahor (since 7 November 2008)
Permanent Observer: H.E. Roman Kirn (May 26, 2009)
Minister of Foreign Affairs : Samuel Žbogar
Director of the Directorate for Policy Planning and Multilateral Relations: Andrej Benedejčič

Head of the Division for International Organizations and Human Security: Ambassador Matjaž Kovačič 

Areas of Cooperation: Democracy (Electoral Observation)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	2.01
	2.013
	2.016
	2.018

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	47.38
	54.902
	49.283
	47.849

	GDP per capita (US$)
	23,577.74
	27,279.32
	24,450.31
	23,705.69

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	56.345
	59.731
	55.378
	56.578

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.796
	3.492
	-7.819
	.849


         Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Pledged Contributions 2011:

	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2011
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Observe the Second Round of the Presidential and Legislative Elections in Haiti
	$                                         9,704.10
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                                         9,704.10
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 $                                        9,704.10
	 


UNITED NATIONS:
Slovenia gives importance to the protection of human rights, ensuring better living conditions to children, alleviating social distress in underdeveloped countries, promotion of environmental and health protection, and international cooperation in the fields of culture and science. Slovenia takes part in UN peace-keeping operations by contributing troops, military observers and civilian police officers as well as contributing funds to the peace operations budget     

  
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE:
Slovenia became a development assistance donor with its incorporation to the EU and graduation at the World Bank in 2004. In 2005, Slovenia allocated 0.11% of its GNI (EUR 28 million) to official development assistance (ODA), and in 2006 0.12% of GNI (EUR 35 million). The initial data about the funds allocated in 2007 show that they amounted to 0.13% of GNI. In accordance with the Monterrey Consensus and EU Council conclusions of May 2005 which were upheld by the European Consensus on Development in December 2005 Slovenia – as well as other new EU Member States – will strive to allocate 0.27% of GNI until 2010 and 0.33% of GNI until 2015 to ODA. Slovenia channels ODA through multilateral and bilateral mechanisms. Specifically for South America the international development cooperation of Slovenia (with the objective of sustainable economic and social development) was in the year 2004: 82,000 EUR; in the year 2005: 56,000 EUR; and in the year 2006: 42,300 EUR.
Slovenia takes an active role in humanitarian assistance with donations to the victims of the Southeast Asian tsunami, the Pakistani earthquake, and Hurricane Katrina, the Haitian earthquake, as well as ongoing assistance to refugees in Darfur and support for the World Food Program. Through its International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Assistance (ITF), Slovenia has created the demining instrument of choice for the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the rest of the Balkans, and now even further afield in Central Asia and Cyprus. The organization has raised over $203 million since its inception in 1998 (with the United States contributing over $92 million).
 

REGIONAL COOPERATION:
Central European Initiative (CEI)
Slovenia has been a full member since 18 June 1992. With its strategy of cohesion and solidarity, the initiative is endeavoring to prevent the development and entrenchment of new dividing lines in Europe following EU enlargement and to advance the capacities of the least developed member states or those member states requiring an economic boost. The framework of the CEI activities is provided by working groups which operate in many different subject fields such as agriculture, environment, energy, culture, cross-border cooperation, small and medium sized enterprises, civil protection, combating organized crime, transport, minorities, tourism etc.
Adriatic-Ionian Initiative 
Slovenia is a cofounder of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (AII), which officially came into being in Ancona in May 2000. In addition to Slovenia, the members are: Italy, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Greece and Serbia and Montenegro. The Initiative received support from the EU, and a representative of the European Commission is invited to all its major meetings. The purpose of the Initiative is cooperation between members situated along the Adriatic and Ionian Seas in the development and security of the entire region. The goal for Slovenia it’s the affirmation as a coastal - Adriatic and Mediterranean - state. Slovenia holds the position that cooperation in the Initiative must focus particularly on the issues associated with the sea and the coastal area. 
 

COOPERATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS:
Slovenia is collaborating with non-governmental organizations in the field of development cooperation. In 2005 a Slovenian platform of non-governmental organizations for development and humanitarian aid, SLOGA was created. SLOGA has a representative on the Expert Council for International Development Cooperation and participates in drafting the Resolution on International Development Cooperation. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs earmarked EUR 34,000 for the systemic operation of SLOGA in 2007.
RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· United States has developed bilateral trade and investment with Slovenia. U.S. trade (imports and exports) with Slovenia for 2006 was $883.5 million. Under the Support for Eastern European Democracy (SEED) Act, the U.S. provided technical assistance on enterprise competitiveness, banking and pension reform, competition policy, and debt restructuring. Reflecting the progress Slovenia has made in these areas, Slovenia was among the first transition countries to "graduate" from the SEED program;
· United States is Slovenia’s biggest non-European trading partner. Main Slovenian exports to United States are pharmaceuticals, electrical appliances, steel and aluminum, electrical motors and parts, furniture and crystal glass.
FOREIGN POLICY AIMS:
Slovenia’s foreign policy seeks to guarantee: the security and the welfare of the state and its citizens. Slovenian foreign policy is based on maintaining the Slovenian national identity and, at the same time, openness to the world. In the field of international relations, Slovenia strives for a peaceful settlement of conflicts and renounces the use of force. It supports arms control, disarmament and the non-proliferation of arms of mass destruction. Slovenia bases its foreign policy on the principles of the constitutional system of the state and generally applicable principles of international law.
SOURCES:



Statistical Office of Slovenia

http://www.stat.si
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
www.mzz.gov.si 
Embassy of Slovenia in the U.S
www.washington.embassy.si 
U.S Department of State
www.state.gov 
Department of International Affairs of the OAS
www.der.oas.org
United Nations
http://www.un.org/
International Monetary Fund

http://www.imf.org
International Monetary Fund

www.imf.org
World Bank

www.worldbank.org
MINA

http://macedoniaonline.eu/content/view/11912/53/
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