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Date of Entry: September 13, 1978
National Holiday: August 1
Type of Government: Federal Republic
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Manuel Sager (October 26, 2010)
Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs: Didier Burkhalter
Political Affairs Division, Director for the Americas: Ambassador Dora Rapold (December 1, 2009)
Director-General for the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation: Ambassador Martin Dahinden (May 1, 2008)
Assistant Director, Head of Department Regional Cooperation: Maya Tissafi
Head of Latin America Division:  Sybille Suter Tejada
Areas of Cooperation:  Strengthening Multidimensional Security (AICMA); Protecting Human Rights (IACHR); Promoting Democracy (SPA)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 
	2011

	Population (in millions)
	7.551
	7.648
	7.742
	7.789
	7.655

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	434.118
	502.447
	491.923
	523.772
	665.9

	GDP per capita (US$)
	57,490.60
	65,699.34
	63,535.94
	67,246.00
	84,983

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	304.109
	316.65
	313.441
	324.509
	340.50

	GDP growth (annual %)
	3.645
	1.897
	-1.912
	2.91
	2.1



 Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS 1999-2011
	Year
	Switzerland
	All P.O.s
	%

	1999
	 
	$       8,055,934
	0.0%

	2000
	 
	$       9,515,678
	0.0%

	2001
	$          30,000
	$       6,923,000
	0.4%

	2002
	$            9,890
	$       8,460,084
	0.1%

	2003
	$          98,800
	$     12,125,944
	0.8%

	2004
	$          38,203
	$     11,908,651
	0.3%

	2005
	 
	$     11,650,039
	0.0%

	2006
	 
	$     19,080,470
	0.0%

	2007
	$          27,077
	$     20,298,894
	0.1%

	2008
	$            6,000
	$     25,865,002
	0.0%

	2009
	$          85,071
	$     19,618,820
	0.4%

	2010
	$       209,381
	$     15,791,980
	1.3%

	2011
	$       205,921
	$     15,766,615
	1.3%

	Total US$
	$       710,343
	$  185,021,111
	0.3%
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FOREIGN EXPENDITURE BY AREAS:
	Year
	Official Development Assistance (Bilateral)
	Contribution to Latin America and the Caribbean

	2007
	$1,263,310,000
	$114,600,000

	2008
	$1,550,910,000
	$106,900,000

	2009
	$1,750,600,000
	$123,340,000


SWITZERLAND CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2001
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- Electoral Observation Mission, Nicaragua
	$                      30,000.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      30,000.00 
	 

	2002
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- TCP II
	$                        9,890.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                        9,890.00 
	 

	2003
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)-Support program, Elections Guatemala 2003
	$                      53,895.00 
	 

	
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)- Electoral Observation Mission, Guatemala 2003
	$                      19,925.00 
	 

	
	Office of the Assistant Secretary General- Special Mission in Haiti
	$                      24,980.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      98,800.00 
	 

	2004
	Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA)
	$                      38,203.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      38,203.00 
	 

	2007
	Office of the Assistant Secretary General
	$                        5,000.00 
	 

	
	Department for the Promotion of Democracy (DPD)
	$                      22,077.00 
	 

	
	Support on Electoral Observation Mission in Guatemala and Colombia
	 
	$                         63,500.00 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      27,077.00 
	$                        63,500.00 

	2008
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) - Electoral Observation Mission to Paraguay
	$                        6,000.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                        6,000.00 
	 

	2009
	Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO)– Electoral Observation Mission to El Salvador
	$                      19,385.00 
	 2 LTOs and 4 STOs or 6 STOs 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Office of the Special Rapporteur for the Freedom of Expression
	$                      30,000.00 
	 

	
	Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) - Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$                      35,686.00 
	 

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                      85,071.00 
	 

	 2010
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Office of the Special Rapporteur for the Freedom of Expression – Access to Information: Stage II – Emphasis Judges
	$                      29,950.00
	

	
	Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) – OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia
	$                      15,975.00
	

	
	Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) – OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia – Presidential Runoff
	$                        5,557.00
	

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Office of the Special Rapporteur for the Freedom of Expression – Freedom of Expression in the Americas
	$                        9,975.00
	

	
	Department of Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM)- Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$                    135,539.00
	

	
	Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO), Electoral Observation Mission to Haiti
	$                      12,385.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    209,381.00
	

	2011
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Office of the Special Rapporteur for the Freedom of Expression - Monitoring of the Situation of the Right to Freedom of Expression in the Americas and Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression in the Inter American Human Rights System
	$                      43,359.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs, Department of Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM)- Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP)
	$                    125,756.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs, Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) – EOM Guatemala
	$                      13,775.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs, Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO)- EOM Unprogrammed
	$                      23,301.00
	

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                    205,921.00
	

	TOTAL
	 
	$                    710,343.00
	$                        63,500.00 


THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
The FDFA formulates and coordinates Swiss foreign policy based on the instructions given by the Federal Council.  Its activities are guided by the five principal foreign policy objectives as stated in the Federal Constitution:

· Peaceful coexistence among peoples;
· Respect for human rights and the promotion of democracy;
· Safeguarding the interests of the Swiss economy abroad;
· Relieving need and poverty in the world; and
· Preserving the natural environment.
SWISS AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION (SDC):
The international cooperation agency within the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs focuses on development cooperation, humanitarian aid and particular focus on cooperation with Eastern Europe. In this context:
· SDC was allocated a budget of $2.25 billion in 2011.

· The three priorities for Swiss development policy are: to reach the Millennium Development Goals and reduce poverty; to promote human security and reduce the risks to security; and to contribute to a pro-development globalization.

· From January 1, 2012, Switzerland will reduce the number of bilateral development partner countries from 17 to 12, which will be Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Chad, Laos, Mali, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, and Tanzania.
· From January 1, 2012, Switzerland will support special programmes in six countries: Afghanistan, Cuba, Great Lakes Region, Mongolia, Pakistan, and South Africa.
· Humanitarian aid is provided to nine focus areas: Colombia, Haiti, Horn of Africa (including Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya), Palestine (UNRWA programme for Palestinian refugees), Sudan/South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Yemen, and Zimbabwe.

· SDC support to Eastern Europe focuses on good governance, social development, income generation, and strengthening of democratic institutions.

· Switzerland funds international institutions such as the United Nations, World Bank, and regional development banks, recognizing their substantial resources and expertise.
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Central America:

· Development cooperation with Central America is focused on promoting small enterprises, governance / public budget and infrastructure /local public services. 

· The SDC's Humanitarian Aid Department supports the countries in the area of risk reduction with respect to natural disasters. 

· SECO is engaged in all of the above three priority thematic domains and, in addition, provides general budgetary assistance for Nicaragua's national finances (financial help and technical advice). 

· SDC Humanitarian Aid supports several multi-year plans for prevention and preparedness in relation to natural disasters in Central America. 
· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $50.92 million in 2011 to Nicaragua and Honduras.
· Bolivia:

· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $30.18 million in 2011.

· Swiss cooperation focuses on democracy-building and the rule of law, natural resources and the environment, and employment and income.
· Colombia:

· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $18.23 million in 2011.

· The agency has a medium-term programme (2010-2012) that concentrates on the following areas:

· Activities for better protection and improved living conditions for the sections of the population worst affected by the internal conflict; and
· Preparedness and rapid response following natural disasters. 
· The SDC office in Colombia is also responsible for the provision of humanitarian assistance to victims of natural disasters in the neighbouring countries of Ecuador and Venezuela.
· Cuba:

· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $8.75 million in 2011.

· At the end of 2000, Swiss development cooperation began implementing a special programme designed to support Cuban society in its efforts to further develop the country peacefully and on participative lines, based on safeguarding existing social achievements.
· The Swiss development cooperation programme in Cuba focuses on two themes: Sustainable Economic Development and Local Development. 
· SDC humanitarian aid is active mainly in efforts aimed at improving food security via a bilateral programme in conjunction with the Cuban government and contributions to the World Food Programme (WFP) at the multilateral level; contributing to programmes sponsored by the Swiss NGO mediCuba-Suisse in the health sector; and participation in disaster relief in the event of natural catastrophes.
· Haiti:

· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $14.33 million in 2011.

· The SDC is looking into further possibilities to enhance its development programme, particularly in connection with the aftermath of the earthquake in 2010.
· The SDC has enhanced its cooperation in the domain of water, and its Environment Section has recently launched a project aimed at protecting the country’s natural resources.
· The new Medium-term Programme (MTP) Haiti 2010-2012 that had been drafted and approved in 2009 had to be revised due to the earthquake and adapted to the new situation. It appears today that the engagement of the SDC’s Humanitarian Aid Department in Haiti will last for at least another five years.
· Peru:
· The Swiss Government plans to contribute $26.15 million in 2011.

· Swiss development cooperation in Peru encompasses the activities of the SDC and the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO). 
· The SDC concentrates its assistance on three of the poorest regions in the country’s mountain area: Cajamarca, Cusco and Apurimac.
· The Agency mainly works in strengthening of democratic institutions, promotion of sustainable economic growth geared to disadvantaged populations, and reinforcing the sustainable use of natural resources.
· Switzerland aims to reduce the growing disparity between economic growth and social inequality.

SOURCES:
The Organization of American States
http://www.oas.org/
Swiss Agency for International Development

http://www.sdc.admin.ch/index.php?n1
IMF

www.imf.org
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home.html
The World Bank 

http://www.worldbank.org
This page was last updated on March 30, 2012
OAS | Department of International Affairs | 3

