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Date of Entry: September 16, 1998 

Type of Government: Constitutional Monarchy

National Holiday: December 5 (1927), Birthday of King Bhumibol

Permanent Observer: Ambassador H.E. Kittiphong na Ranong (December 7, 2010)
Head of State: King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Head of Government: Prime Minister Abhisit Wetchachiwa
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Kasit Piromya
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs: Virasakdi Futrakul
Areas of Cooperation: Fellowships (Department of Human Development, Education and Culture)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Population (in millions)
	65.28
	65.74
	66.398
	67.061

	GDP (in billions)
	206.993
	246.053
	273.313
	266.434

	GDP per capita (US$)
	3,170
	3,742
	4,116
	3,972

	GDP, PPP (in billions)
	483.722
	522.085
	547.06
	536.388

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5.2
	4.9
	2.5
	-3.4


THAILAND CONTRIBUTIONS: 

	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions
	In-Kind Contributions

	2008
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Income Generation and Poverty Reduction for Development 
	
	2 Fellowships

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Tourism Management
	
	2 Fellowships

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Grassroots Economic Development with One Tombon Tone Product (OTOP)
	
	2 Fellowships

	
	SUBTOTAL
	
	US$45,000

	2009
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Income Generation and Poverty Reduction for Development
	
	1 Fellowship

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Tourism in Thailand: Development, Management and Sustainability 
	
	2 Fellowships

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Community-based Micro Finance and Income Generation Management for Poverty Alleviation
	
	1 Fellowship

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Grassroots Economic Development with One Tambon One Product (OTOP)
	
	1 Fellowship

	
	SUBTOTAL
	
	US$37,500

	2010
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Human Development, Education and Culture – Enhancing Entrepreneurship in SMD Development and Export Consortia
	
	1 Fellowship

	
	SUBTOTAL
	
	US$7,500

	TOTAL
	
	
	US$90,000


THAILAND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY (TICA):
· Thailand is an emerging donor of cooperation.
· Through the TICA it aims for the advancement of socio-economic conditions in developing countries by assisting their capacity building and human resource development.

· TICA offers technological assistance, fellowship opportunities for academic study/training and implementation of tailored development projects to developing countries around the world, including Latin America and the Caribbean.
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY (NEDA):
· The Neighboring Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency (NEDA) was recently established in 2004 with a mission of "promoting sustainable development, enhancing competitiveness, raising quality of life, and ensuring peace and strong relationships in the region."
· NEDA provides financial and knowledge-based assistance for neighboring countries in order to achieve its mission

· It has partnered with the World Bank in order to maximize its impact in the areas of infrastructure and environment protection in neighboring countries of Thailand.  

RELATIONS WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:
· Through Thailand’s membership in G-77, the Non-Aligned Movement and TICA, the country is dedicated to the “South-South” partnership.  

· This partnership acknowledges the shared goals of southern developing countries as well as the need to work together in order to create solutions and increase global awareness. 
· Canadian and Thai relations have continued to expand especially in the areas of tourism and academics, where many Canadian universities have long-standing cooperation agreements with Thai institutions.

· Canada also assists Thailand in the development of human rights and good governance. 

· In 2003, Thailand and Mexico signed a memorandum of understanding between their business communities in order to expand bilateral trade and investment.
· Thailand and the US maintain close relations and are currently working towards a free trade agreement which will reduce and eliminate barriers to trade and investment between them.
· Thailand and the US share many important agreements that address civil uses of atomic energy, sales of agricultural commodities, investment guarantees, and military and economic assistance.

AREAS FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COLLABORATION:
· Through TICA, Thailand aims to help other developing countries achieve sustainable economic and social development. 

· Thailand’s previous partnership with developed countries allows it to be able to provide training courses, scholarships and fellowships in order to share its accumulated technical expertise to developing countries, which can be of interest to Latin America and the Caribbean.

· Thailand is also cooperating with the UNDP, UNICEF, Canada and Japan’s Development Agencies in order to provide more development assistance to developing countries.

SOURCES:
State Department

http://www.state.gov
The Kingdom of Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

http://www.mfa.go.th
World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org 
CIA World Fact Book
https://www.cia.gov
Canadian Foreign Ministry

http://geo.international.gc.ca
IMF

www.imf.org
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