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Date of Entry: April 14, 2009
National Day:  March 20, November 7
Type of Government: Republic
Acting President: Fouad Mebazza (January 15, 2011)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi (since 17 November 1999)

Permanent Observer: Ambassador Mohamed Salah Tekaya (July 1, 2011)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Kamel Morjane
Minister of Development and International Cooperation: Mohamed Nouri Jouini
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	10.225
	10.327
	10.435
	10.544

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	38.923
	44.878
	43.523
	44.29

	GDP per capita (US$)
	3,806.61
	4,345.89
	4,170.93
	4,200.47

	GDP, PPP (Current International Prices in billions)
	85.96
	91.81
	95.521
	99.995

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.259
	4.521
	3.097
	3.79



         Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database

United Nations:
Tunisia has been a member of the United Nations since 1956.  It supports the need to enlarge the Security Council to satisfy the principle of equitable geographical distribution and ensure the representation of developing countries within United Nations and to limit the use of the veto, and the role of the United Nations in taking a preventive approach knowing that the deteriorating security situation is more often the result of a deterioration of the socio-economic development populations.
Foreign Policy:
Tunisia concentrates its foreign policy objectives on three main areas: Association with Europe, integration in the Maghreb and emphasized close relations with the Arab world, Europe and the United States.  Tunisia supports the development of the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA), which includes Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania, and Libya and has sought to revitalize the process of sub-regional integration through bilateral initiatives with other countries in the multilateral area and within the UMA, whose Secretary General has been Tunisian Habib Boule since 2002.  From the economic point of view, this action complements the revitalization process of association with the European Union, would help to avoid deviations in the flow of intra-regional trade.  In 1995, Tunisia signed an agreement with the European Union which provides for the elimination of customs barriers for European products as well as the modernization of the Tunisian economic structure by 2008.  

As for relations with the Arab world in general, Tunisia has shown its interest in regional issues, such as those relating to Palestine and Iraq. At the opening of the 22nd Session of the Council of Interior Ministers of the League of Arab States, held in Tunis in January 2005, President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali stressed the urgent need for durable solutions in both cases.  Tunisia has played a moderating role in the negotiations for a Middle East peace. In 1993, Tunisia was the first Arab country to host an official Israeli delegation as part of the Middle East peace process. The Government of Tunisia operated an Interests Section in Israel from April 1996 until 2000.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION:

The ministry of development and international cooperation and the organizations under its supervision take care of the reinforcement of the basis of an integral and balanced development in accordance with the priorities and national targets through the development of the plans and the strategies as well as the participation in the design of the reforms and the establishment of the programs and suitable projects as well as the follow-up of their execution. This lies within the scope of the principal constants of the development action, namely:

· The consolidation of the opening of the nation's economy and its gradual integration in the world sphere; 

· The reconciliation of economic and social dimensions of the development; 

· The impulse of the initiative and consolidation of the contribution of the private sector in the economic activity; 

· The promotion of new activities and the reinforcement of the economy of the knowledge; 

· The support of the social development and the improvement of the indicators of human development; and
· The guarantee of the extension of the development in the interior regions and sustainable development.

Relations with the Western Hemisphere: 
· Argentina: In 2008, Tunisia and Argentina signed four Cooperation Agreements on agriculture, cultural cooperation, science and technology and technological development.   

· Brazil: 
· In 2001, Brazil and Tunisia signed a Partial Agreement on Exemption of Visas.  This was added to in 2002 by the signing of an Agreement on Technical Cooperation and a Cooperation Protocol for the Establishment of Political Consultations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tunisia.  
· Between 2001 and 2006 imports from Brazil grew 104% and exports 72%.

· In 2005, the Brazilian minister of Foreign Relations was received by the Tunisian Prime Minister and had a meeting with the Tunisian of Foreign Affairs about multilateral issues such as the Summit of South American Arab countries and United Nations reform as well as possible initiatives for bilateral cooperation in cultural, technical and technological cooperation. Emphasis was put on the growing coordination between the two countries to promote in, to the international sphere the fight against hunger and poverty.                     

· Canada: 2006 marked the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Canada and Tunisia. The Embassy of Canada in Tunisia was the first to be opened in the Maghreb region in 1966. Initially driven by a substantial development assistance program, both countries signed agreements on political cooperation, private sector investments, cultural and academic relations as well as immigration.
· United States: 
· Tunisia supported the U.S.-North African Economic Partnership (USNAEP), designed to promote U.S. investment in, and economic integration of, the Maghreb region. The program provided over $4 million in assistance to Tunisia between 2001 and 2003.  
· USNAEP was absorbed into the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI) in 2002, which added bilateral and regional projects for education reform, civil society development and women's empowerment.  MEPI’s Regional Office opened at the US Embassy in Tunis in 2004.

· Cooperation agreements between the US and Tunisia include a 1989 agreement to avoid double taxation, a 1990 bilateral investment treaty, and a 2002 Trade and Investment Framework Agreement.
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