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Date of Entry: February 14, 2006
National Day:  October 29
Type of Government: Republican parliamentary democracy
Head of State: President Abdullah Gul (August 28, 2007)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan (March 14, 2003)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Namik Tan
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Ahmet Davutoğlu (May 1, 2009)
President of the Turkish International Cooperation & Development Agency: Hakan Fidan
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: Peace Fund, Advancing Sustainable Development, Americas Magazine, Children, Education, Programs Against Terrorism (CICTE, DHDEC), Fellowships, Museum of the Americas, Programs against Drugs, Public Security
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	68.894
	69.659
	70.538
	71.428

	GDP ($ in billions)
	649.125
	730.318
	615.329
	710.737

	GDP per capita ($)
	9,422.08
	10,484.26
	8,723.41
	9,950.39

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	888.095
	913.042
	880.061
	932.199

	GDP growth (annual %)
	4.669
	0.659
	-4.688
	7.8




    Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 1999-2010:
	Year
	Turkey
	All POs
	%

	1999
	 
	$    8,055,934
	0.0%

	2000
	$        9,000
	$    9,515,678
	0.1%

	2001
	 
	$    6,923,000
	0.0%

	2002
	$      14,700
	$    8,460,084
	0.2%

	2003
	$      12,200
	$  12,125,944
	0.1%

	2004
	$      12,200
	$  11,908,651
	0.1%

	2005
	$      12,200
	$  11,650,039
	0.1%

	2006
	$      16,000
	$  19,080,470
	0.1%

	2007
	$    125,000
	$  20,298,894
	0.6%

	2008
	$      35,000
	$  25,865,002
	0.1%

	2009
	$      40,000
	$  19,618,820
	0.2%

	2010
	$      80,000
	$  15,791,980
	0.5%

	Total $
	$    356,300
	$169,294,496
	0.19%
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TURKEY CONTRIBUTIONS:
	Year
	Area
	Cash Contributions

	2000
	Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE)
	$                 9,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$                 9,000.00

	2002
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Americas Magazine
	$                 3,200.00

	
	Office of External Relations – Children’s Corner Web Page
	$                 3,500.00

	
	Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE)
	$                 5,000.00

	
	Inter-Sectoral Unit on Tourism
	$                 3,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               14,700.00

	2003
	Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE)
	$                 3,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Americas Magazine
	$                 3,200.00

	
	Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) – Education Program
	$                 3,000.00

	
	Fund of Young Industrialists of the Americas
	$                 3,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               12,200.00

	2004
	Fellowships
	$                 3,000.00

	
	Office of Education, Science, and Technology
	$                 3,000.00

	
	Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE)
	$                 3,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER)  – Americas Magazine
	$                 3,200.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               12,200.00

	2005
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Art Museum of the Americas
	$                 6,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Americas Magazine
	$                 3,200.00

	
	Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE)
	$                 3,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               12,200.00

	2006
	Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE)
	$                 4,000.00

	
	Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
	$                 4,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Art Museum of the Americas
	$                 4,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) – Americas Magazine
	$                 4,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               16,000.00

	2007
	Department for the Prevention of Threats Against Public Security
	$               15,000.00

	
	Department of Democracy and Political Affairs (DDPA)
	$             100,000.00

	
	Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE)
	$               10,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$            125,000.00

	2008
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) – Peace Fund – Prevention of Conflicts Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone
	$               30,000.00

	
	Department of Communications and External Relations (DCER) - Americas Magazine
	$                 5,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               35,000.00

	2009
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) – Peace Fund – Education for Peace Workshops and Cultural Activities
	$               40,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               40,000.00

	2010
	Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE)  – Counter-terrorism Financing Capacity Building Project
	$               40,000.00

	
	Department of International Affairs (DIA) – OAS Lecture Series of the Americas
	$               40,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               80,000.00

	2011
	Secretariat for External Relations – Fund for the Commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter
	$               50,000.00

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Peace Fund
	$               25,000.00

	
	Secretariat for External Relations / Department of Communications and Institutional Image
	$                 5,000.00

	
	SUBTOTAL
	$               80,000.00

	
	TOTAL
	$            436,300.00


Foreign Ministry – Goals and Areas of Responsibility:
· The major objective of Turkish foreign policy is to help secure and nurture a peaceful, prosperous, stable and cooperative international environment that is conducive to human development.
· Priorities are arms control and disarmament issues; promotion of human rights and the status of women; safeguarding and enhancing the wellbeing of children; preservation of the environment and contributing to sustainable development; and combating the illicit trade of narcotics substances, organized crime and corruption.

Turkish development agency (Tika):
· In 2007, almost $11 million was contributed for humanitarian assistance.
· A member of the OECD, Turkey also became a founding member of the WTO in 1995 and established a Customs Union with the EU in 1996. Turkey conducts most of its foreign trade with EU and OECD countries. 
·  Turkey has taken steps toward becoming a “Donor Country” by realizing the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations.  TIKA has the following roles and responsibilities: 

· Providing economic, commercial, technical, social, cultural and educational cooperation to developing countries via projects aimed at assisting the development of these countries;
· Defining economic, commercial, technical, social, cultural and educational cooperation and assistance areas by taking into consideration the development objectives and needs of developing nations and developing the required projects or securing the development of these projects by private sector organizations;
· Establishment of government organizations in developing countries, preparation of legislation, placement of civil servants, provision of assistance required during the transition to a free market economy in the areas of banking, insurance, international trade, finance and taxation, deployment of experts to these countries, provision of work experience and education to employees from these countries as well as undertaking coordination required for the allocation of grants to these employees;
· Undertaking the required organization for overseas cooperation programs in the areas of education and culture in cooperation and coordination with Turkish Cultural Centers; and
Involvement in Latin America:
· In 2007, trade volume between Turkey and Latin America was $4 billion.

· The Action Plan for Latin America addresses various aspects of Turkish-Latin American relations and contains projects to strengthen Turkey’s relations with regional countries in all fields.  The main objectives of this plan are:

· Completing the legal framework of bilateral relations;
· Encouraging high level political dialogue;
· Increasing the level of economic and trade relations by engaging the private sector; A Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was signed with Chile in 2009;

· Gaining insight about intra-regional dynamics by getting permanent observer status in regional organizations; and
· Increasing awareness in the Latin world about contemporary Turkey.
· Within the framework of this Latin America Plan, Turkey has achieved the following:

· Concluded agreements on the establishment of political consultations mechanisms, cooperation in the fields of economy and trade, culture, health, tourism, agriculture, science and technology, consular affairs, and increased mutual high-level contacts, as well as established bilateral political consultation mechanisms with Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, and Peru;
· Inter-Parliamentarian Friendship Groups have been established in the Turkish Grand National Assembly with the Congresses of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Venezuela, and Uruguay;
· The Turkish Government encourages Turkish businessmen to form “Business Councils” and to participate in trade fairs and exhibitions in Latin America;
· A Joint Economic Commission mechanism has been established with 15 countries to further diversify the legal framework between Turkey and the region; and
· Turkey follows efforts towards regional cooperation like the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), the ANDEAN Group, Free Trade Area initiative ALCA (FTAA), Latin America Integration Association (ALADI) as well as other groupings in Latin America and the Caribbean.
SOURCES:
Organization of American States, Department of International Affairs

http://www.der.oas.org
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/mfa
Turkish International Cooperation & Development Agency (TIKA)

http://www.tika.gov.tr
United Nations

http://www.un.org
United Nations, Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

http://www.oecd.org 

IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
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