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Date of Entry: October 14, 2008
National Day:  July 30

Type of Government: Parliamentary republic
Head of State: President Iolu Johnson Abil (September 3, 2009)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Sato Kilman
Permanent Observer: Ambassador David Kalpokas
Minister of Foreign Affairs and External Trade: Joe Natuman
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	0.224
	0.229
	0.234
	0.239

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	0.528
	0.593
	0.59
	0.693

	GDP per capita (US$)
	2,359.45
	2,593.69
	2,523.00
	2,896.35

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	0.973
	1.055
	1.102
	1.137

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.738
	6.333
	3.6
	3



        Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Goals and Responsibilities:

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is responsible for the conduct of Vanuatu's external relations and advancing the State’s national interests.  It carries out its responsibilities by managing and maintaining friendly relations with bilateral partners, regional and international organizations and institutions, and national stakeholders.  It also provides advice on regional and international issues as well as formulating sound policies and executing decisions affecting those relations in a manner that puts the interests of Vanuatu first.  Furthermore, the Ministry is responsible for providing protocol and consular assistance to ni-Vanuatu either travelling or residing overseas. An increasing responsibility is the promotion of tourism and investment opportunities in the Republic of Vanuatu, including identifying export markets for Vanuatu products, through the work program of Vanuatu's permanent overseas missions.  In addition, it facilitates and provides protocol and diplomatic services to foreign dignitaries, both resident and visiting.

Foreign Relations:
Vanuatu joined the Commonwealth and the Pacific Islands Forum (then known as the South Pacific Forum) on independence in 1980.  A year later it joined the United Nations.  It is also a member of the World Bank, Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  As a member of the Africa Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group, Vanuatu enjoys preferential trade links with the European Union.  Vanuatu is a strong supporter of the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG), whose aims include establishing a Melanesian free trade area.  Vanuatu takes a close interest in the West Papua issue, which stems from the incorporation of western New Guinea into Indonesia in 1969 and which remains controversial among certain indigenous groups, human rights groups, and some members of the United States Congress.   

International Development Cooperation:
· Vanuatu’s main priority is to continue implementing its Comprehensive Reform Program with aid from international donors in order to further domestic development.  Vanuatu is also committed to the achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals.  

· Vanuatu’s principal export destinations are Thailand, India, Japan, Australia and New Zealand, while its principal import sources are Australia, Japan and Singapore.  
· Australia: Australia is the largest aid donor to Vanuatu, with Australian total Official Development Assistance to Vanuatu reaching US$56.3 million in the fiscal year 2009-2010.
· Canada: The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has contributed US$860,000 in ODA to Vanuatu between 2007 and 2008.
· United States: The United States and Vanuatu established diplomatic relations in 1986. Between 1977 and 1987, Vanuatu received just under US$3 million from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), including projects focusing on assisting the transition to indigenous plantation management. In March 2006 the United States Millennium Challenge Corporation signed a five-year US$65.69 million Compact Agreement with Vanuatu.  
Contributions to the OAS:
On October, 2007, David Gonla Wu, Ambassador of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Vanuatu to the United Nations, donated several paintings that were received by the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Albert Ramdin, and sent to the Art Museum of the Americas in the Department of Cultural Affairs.
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