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Date of Entry: November 20, 2007
National Day:  May 22
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Ali Abdallah Salih (May 22, 1990)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Ali Muhammad Mujur (March 31, 2007)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Abdulwahab Abdullah Al-Hajjri
Minister of Foreign and Expatriate Affairs: Abu Bakr Abdullah Al Qirbi
Areas of Cooperation with OAS: N/A
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Population (in thousands)
	21,622
	22,290
	22,978
	23,687

	GDP (in billions)
	19.063
	21.651
	26.909
	26.236

	GDP per capita
	881.648
	971.326
	1,171.10
	1,107.59

	GDP, PPP (in billions)
	49.226
	52.326
	55.393
	58.62

	GDP growth (annual %)
	3.17
	3.338
	3.647
	4.2


United Nations:
Yemen was admitted to membership in the United Nations in 1947 and Democratic Yemen in 1967. In 1990, the two countries merged and have since been represented as one member. 
Foreign Policy Aims and International Cooperation: 
Yemen is a member of the Arab League, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the Non-Aligned Movement, and the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, which since 1974 has contributed to the financing of economic and social development in Arab states through loans and guarantees; Yemen also has been granted observer status at the World Trade Organization from 1999, and in 2002 and 2003 submitted the necessary documentation for full membership.  Yemen is also seeking membership in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to secure the financial support of the GCC member states (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates).  At the November 2006 international donors’ meeting, Saudi Arabia pledged US$1 billion in block aid to Yemen, and a year later the UAE pledged US$650 million.
In 2006, the World Bank adopted a new Country Assistance Strategy (CAS) for Yemen for the period from 2006 to 2009, providing a blueprint for fostering the country’s fiscal and human development improvement.  The Bank pledged to contribute approximately US$400 million in International Development Association (IDA) credits over the time frame covered by the CAS.  In November 2006, a group of bilateral and multilateral donors meeting in London pledged US$5 billion over four years (2007-10) to fund economic development in Yemen.  The goal of the meeting, which was jointly chaired by the World Bank and the government of Yemen, was to provide sufficient economic aid to Yemen to enable it to qualify for future GCC membership.  During this meeting, the United Kingdom announced that aid to Yemen would increase by 400% to US$222 million through 2011.
Involvement with the Western Hemisphere:
· Brazil: In 2007, Yemenian exports to Brazil were US$6.59 billion and the imports from Brazil were US$7.58 billion. 

· Canada: Between 2004 and 2006 the Canadian International Development Agency contributed US$450,000 to support the removal of land mines and other mine action programs in Yemen.  Canada also supports Yemen in democratic development and human rights through the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives, which provides assistance to civil society organizations working in these areas.  Finally, Canada participated in an observer mission for the September 2006 presidential elections.

· United States:  Yemen is a partner of the United States in the global war on terrorism, providing assistance in the military, diplomatic, and financial areas.  The United States has provided military assistance and technical support in recent years. In FY 2006, Foreign Military Financing for Yemen was US$8.4 million, IMET was US$924,000, and Non-Proliferation, Anti Terrorism, Demining and Related Programs received US$ 1.4 million.  In 2006, Yemen received US$7.9 million in Economic Support Funds (ESF), $10 million in Food for Progress assistance, and $5 million in Section 1206 funding; Also, during 2006  the U.S Department of Agriculture provided 30,000 metric tons of soybean meal that were sold for approximately $7.5 million to finance programs in support of Yemen’s agricultural sector.  Through the Middle East Partnership Initiative Yemen has received significant funding to support literacy projects, election monitoring, training for civil society, and the improvement of electoral procedures.

· Venezuela: In 2007, during the VII Conference of Ministers of Communication of Non-Aligned Countries (COMINAC) held in Venezuela, a deputy of the National Assembly and the Information Minister of the Republic of Yemen held a meeting to establish diplomatic relations that promote future cooperation agreements between the two states.
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