XXII OAS Policy Roundtable

Women in Power: For a World with Equality
Celebrating the Inter-American Year of Women
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Albert R. Ramdin took office as OAS Assistant Secretary General on July 19 2005, after serving as Ambassador at Large and Special Adviser to the Government of the Republic of Suriname on Western Hemispheric Affairs and as Adviser to the Ministers of Trade and Industry, Foreign Affairs and Finance. In 2001, Ambassador Ramdin was named Adviser to the OAS Secretary General, with special attention to the Caribbean. 

He continued his close engagement with the situation in Haiti, dealt with issues of priority for small states, monitored the hemispheric trade agenda and briefed the General Secretariat on Caribbean concerns. In 1999, he joined the CARICOM Secretariat as Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign and Community Relations and played a leading role in increasing cooperation with the Central American Integration System and the Andean Community. In 1997, he became Surinam’s Permanent Representative to the OAS. 

Ambassador Ramdin received his education in Paramaribo and in The Netherlands, at the University of Amsterdam and the Free University, where he studied geography of developing countries with a specialization in the social and economic problems of smaller economies in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Wanda K. Jones, who since 2008 had represented the United States of America as a principal delegate to the Inter American Commission of Women (IACW) assumed the presidency of the IACW in November 2009. Dr. Jones currently serves as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health at the United States’ Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), as well as Director of the Office of Women’s Health (OWH), which goal is to provide leadership in the promotion of health equity for women and young girls in areas such as violence, disability, HIV/AIDS and mental health, among others. 

She supports women's health activities outside Washington, D.C., through women's health coordinators assigned to each of the ten regions of the U.S. Public Health Service. Programs administered by OWH cover areas such as HIV/AIDS, cardiovascular disease, violence against women, diabetes and obesity, lupus, breastfeeding, and mental health.

Prior to her current position, Dr. Jones was the Associate Director for Women's Health at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta. From 1990 to 1994, she served as CDC's Assistant Director for Science in the Office of the Associate Director for HIV/AIDS, where she was active in policy issues related to HIV laboratory testing, women and AIDS, HIV vaccine development, and health care workers. Dr. Jones joined CDC in 1987 as an HIV laboratory trainer. 
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Line Bareiro is part of the faculty of the Women's Human Rights program at the Human Rights Center at the University of Chile as well as of the Interdisciplinary Course on Human Rights of the Interamerican Institute of Human Rights (IIDH) in San Jose (Costa Rica). She is also a researcher at the Center for Documentation and Studies (CDE), chairman of Saka - Electoral Transparency Initiative and General Coordinator of the Network Against All Forms of Discrimination. 

Ms. Bareiro has lectured extensively on gender issues at the University Center for Advanced Studies at the University of San Simón de Cochabamba (Bolivia), University of Costa Rica, University of San Andres in La Paz (Bolivia), the Instituto Complutense of International Studies in Madrid (Spain) and the Universidad Centroamericana in Managua (Nicaragua). She has also collaborated with national and international policy organizations for equality in various countries such as Chile, Costa Rica, Paraguay and Uruguay and was part of the official delegation of Paraguay to the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China. 
She is an expert in the Convention on the Elimination Against All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and served as Coordinator of the IIDH initiative in Central America to ratify the Optional Protocol to CEDAW (2000-2001 ). Ms. Bareiro holds a law degree from the National University of Asuncion in Paraguay and Magister Artium from Heidelberg University in Germany.
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Cecilia López Montaño is the president and founder of the Agenda Colombia foundation which promotes the development of economic, political, and social research and the extension of public policies in Colombia and other developing countries. Throughout her extensive career in public service, Dr. López has served as Minister of Planning, Minister of Agriculture, Minister of the Environment, and Minister in Charge of National Policies for Women's Equity. She also served as Colombia's ambassador to the Netherlands and headed the Colombian delegation for several United Nations conferences. 

Dr. López has worked as a consultant for a number of international development organizations, including the United Nations International Children’s Education Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. She is also a consultant for the World Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

In addition, Dr. Lopez has written extensively on a broad range of issues, including macroeconomics, gender, and rural and social development policymaking and is also a founding member of the Iniciativa Feminista Cartagena, a feminist economics initiative aimed at broadly redefining the parameters of Latin America's economic development policy debate from a feminist perspective.

Dr. López was the founding dean at the Faculty of Economics at Universidad Piloto. She received her B.A. in economics from the Universidad de Los Andes, where she also did her postgraduate work in demography. She continues her postgraduate work in the economics of education at the Centro de Estudios Educativos in Mexico. 
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Otilia Lux de Coti was elected to the Guatemalan Congress in 2007. She served as a Permanent Representative for Guatemala to UNESCO’s Executive Council and has been a member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues since its inception in 2002, focusing on Education and Culture. 

Ms. Lux served as Minister of Culture and Sports in Guatemala from 2000 to 2004 and was a member of the Commission for the Historical Investigation on the Violation of Human Rights and Acts of Violence in Guatemala from 1997 to 1999. She also worked as Officer of Educational Projects for the International Development Agency AID/G from 1983 to 1999. 

Furthermore, she has previously been a member of several boards of directors, including the Political Association of Maya Women (MOLOJ), the Educational Central American Committee (CERCA/AED) Washington, and the Forum for Social Equity IDB/W Washington. She holds a B.A. in education administration and is the recipient of the Bartolomé de las Casas Prize.
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Patricia Mercado was the first president of the Alternativa Socialdemócrata y Campesina party (now renamed Partido Alternativa Socialdemócrata), which obtained its registration in january 2005. However, her commitment to women’s causes dates back to the 1985 earthquake in Mexico City, when Ms. Mercado joined different Non-Governmental Organizations Organizaciones –such as Mujeres Trabajadoras Unidas, A.C. and Mujeres en Acción Sindical - that advocated and lobbied for union rights of women affected by the earthquake.
She belonged to the Partido Democracia Social; one of which achievements was to turn the fight against discrimination into a State policy. When this party failed to obtain the necessary votes to maintain its registration as a political party, she channeled efforts to build México Posible, which she presided between 2002 and 2003. This party put issues in the public agenda that had until then been seldom addressed or acknowledged in Mexico, such as family violence, the de-criminalization of abortion, same-sex marriage and other causes of the modern left. México Posible was unable to maintain its registration for the 2003 federal election, falling short on votes by a narrow margin.
In her 2006 presidential bid, she managed to obtain 2.7 % of the total votes, which was enough to allow the Partido Alternativa Socialdemócrata to maintain its registration. Patricia Mercado has a negree in economics from the  Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM).
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Virginia Irene Sandiford-Garner is a trained journalist and marketing executive.  She was elected to the Barbados Senate in 2008, representing St. Andrew. Her prior experience includes work in the print media and as a Credit Union Marketing Executive for several years.  She believes that the Credit Union movement has the capacity to empower working class Barbadians. 

Upon her election to the Senate as a member of the Democratic Labour Party, Ms. Sandiford-Garner brought to the political arena several innovative ideas for the sustainable development of St. Andrew and Barbados, such as recognition of St. Andrew as the mineral and agricultural treasure chest of Barbados and the promotion of the arts and sports as career choices for the youth of Barbados.
In 2008 she was appointed Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Community Development and Culture and Parliamentary Secretary in the Prime Minister's Office. Earlier this year, Ms. Sandiford-Garner was appointed by the Prime Minister of Barbados as Director of the Barbados National Coordinated Effort to Help Haitians, a collective effort to bring relief to those affected by the January 2010 earthquake.
She is a graduate of Queen's College and holds a Masters in Business Administration from the University of the West Indies. 
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Jan Schakowsky (TBC) (D-IL) was elected to represent Illinois' 9th Congressional District on November 3, 1998, after serving for eight years in the Illinois State Assembly. Currently, she serves in the House Democratic Leadership as Chief Deputy Whip and as a member of the Steering and Policy Committee, the Energy and Commerce Committee (Vice-Chair of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection), the Subcommittee on Health, and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations. During the 110th Congress, Schakowsky served as Democratic Vice Chair of the bipartisan Women's Caucus.

Rep. Schakowsky is a leading advocate for women's issues in Congress, sponsoring legislation that will prevent violence against immigrant women and establish transitional housing for women and children who are victims of abuse. She has fought throughout her career for economic and social justice and improved quality of life for all, for an end to violence against women, and for a national investment in healthcare, public education, and housing needs.

Prior to her election to Congress, Schakowsky represented the 18th District in the Illinois General Assembly for eight years, following twenty years of public interest work. As Program Director of Illinois Public Action (1976-1985), the state's largest public interest organization, she fought for energy reform and stronger protection from toxic chemicals. As Director of the Illinois State Council of Senior Citizens from 1985-1990, she organized across the state for lower cost prescription drugs, tax relief for seniors, financial protection for the spouses of nursing home residents, and other benefits for the elderly. 

Ms. Schakowsky graduated from the University of Illinois in 1965 with a B.S. in Elementary Education.
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Carmen Moreno Toscano is the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). She previously served as Director of the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) by designation of the Secretary General of the United Nations. Ms. Moreno attended the First United Nations Conference on women held in Mexico. She is a member of the College of Internationalists, the Mexican Foreign Service Association, the Society for International Development, and the Mexican section of the Club of Rome, among others. 

She is the founder of the Mexican Center for Strategic Analysis and International Negotiation (CAENI) and the Program for Conflict Prevention and Negotiation at the Center for Interdisciplinary Research in Science and Humanities, UNAM. 

During her outstanding career as diplomat, she served as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, responsible for United Nations, Africa, and Middle East, Ambassador of Mexico to the Governments of Guatemala and Costa Rica, and Mexico's Permanent Representative to the OAS.

Ms. Moreno has the distinction of being the first woman appointed Eminent Ambassador of Mexico (1994). She received her BA in International Relations from El Colegio de Mexico.
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Irene Klinger is the Director of the Department of International Affairs at the OAS. She is responsible for advising on relations with the Permanent Observers, UN system agencies, inter-American agencies, international finance institutions, the private sector, and civil society. Additionally, she aids in developing and implementing outreach programs such as the Lecture Series of the Americas—a monthly conference series on particular issues of hemispheric interest, the Model OAS General Assembly (MOAS), the OAS Policy Roundtable Series, and the OAS Briefings Program, designed to attract the most broad and diverse audience possible. 
She coordinates Permanent Observers’ support in the different technical areas of the OAS and the development of a comprehensive fundraising strategy to mobilize resources from Permanent Observers for OAS priority projects and programs. Previously, Ms. Klinger served as Executive Secretary with the OAS Summit of the Americas Secretariat and as Director of External Relations for the Pan American Health Organization. 
Ms. Klinger is a graduate from the University of Chile and holds a graduate degree in economics from the University of Amsterdam.

