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DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OF THE OAS (DIA)
The Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat of External Relations of the OAS builds awareness of and encourages concrete support for the activities of the OAS as the premier regional political forum in the Western Hemisphere today. The DIA strengthen institutional relations with Member States, Permanent Observer Countries, regional and international organizations, civil society, academic institutions, and private sector entities in order to implement the inter-American agenda mandated by hemispheric leaders.
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International Relations: 
· The DIA advises OAS areas on external relations and resource mobilization issues

· Manages relations with the Permanent Observer countries, to help promote their active involvement and collaboration in the Organization's activities
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· Organizes the OAS Lecture Series of the Americas

· Develops and coordinates the Model OAS General Assembly -a simulation of the real OAS General Assembly- to increase awareness of the purpose, structure, and operation of the OAS
Relations with Civil Society

DIA designs, implements and evaluates the necessary strategies to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and its political bodies, in order to respond to the requests of the organs, agencies and entities of the OAS to exchange information, provide advisory and offer recommendations regarding the policies of the Member States in relation to the priority themes of the Hemisphere. In order to facilitate this 


process, DIA coordinates the registration of civil society organizations in the OAS.
Host Country Relations:
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Promotes relations with the legislative organs, like US Congress, and the executives of the host country with the goal of offer information about the region and the programs of OAS, with the objective of developing projects in support to the OAS mission.

Elaborates and implements projects and programs to strength contact with other public and private institutions in the Host Country.
Organizes presentations to external audiences about programs developed by the OAS. 
Institutional Relations:
The DIA works in coordination with partner institutions, like the agencies of the UN and the inter-American system, international financial institutions, universities and think tanks to improve effectiveness in meeting our common goals, through joint programs, participation in annual meetings and exchange of new findings and reports and exchanging important information to a successful implementation of the OAS agenda. 
“We will continue our commitment to multilateralism to promote peace, prosperity, justice and democracy by deepening and strengthening our relations with international organizations which share our goals in the Americas.”

                       - Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs
                       Tel: (202) 458-6072  / Fax: (202) 458-6319  / www.der.oas.org         
Permanent Observers (63)
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Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Benin, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, China, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, the European Union, Finland, France, Germany, Georgia, Ghana, Greece, the Holy See, Hungary, India, Ireland, Island, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Latvia, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Morocco, Nigeria, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Vanuatu and Yemen. 
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