	[image: image5.jpg]



	In Preparation for the 

[image: image1.png]


FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 

in Trinidad and Tobago, April 17-19, 2009

Updated March 20, 2009
	



The Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat of External Relations is developing a series of activities in preparation for the Fifth Summits of the Americas entitled:  “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability", which will take place in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009. 
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DIA held a series of Lectures in preparation for the Fifth Summit on the topics: Energy Security and Human Prosperity.  Roberto Rodrigues, Former Minister of Agriculture of Brazil and Co-President of the Inter- American Ethanol Commission spoke on “Facing Energy Security in the Americas through Alternative Energy Sources” at the Lecture Series of the Americas on October 28th, at 3:00pm, at the OAS Hall of the Americas in Washington, DC. On December 8th, 2008 the President of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick was the keynote speaker of the XXXI Lecture, in which he addressed human prosperity, as well as other main topics of the Inter-American Agenda.  Both lectures were transmitted via television and Internet to our Hemisphere.  For more information, please visit http://www.oas.org/catedra/english/agenda.asp
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The issue of decent work, as addressed in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (2005), is central to building hemispheric prosperity.  In moving forward with this task, the main players are the millions of young men and women of the Americas. Therefore, DIA organized, together with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS), the OAS Department of Social Development and Employment and in conjunction with the International Labor Organization (ILO) a Policy Roundtable on “Youth, Decent Work and Human Prosperity in the Americas”.  This Roundtable took place on November 5, 2008 at 2:30 p.m. at the OAS Hall of the Americas in Washington D.C. In addition, in preparation for the Fifth Summit, the XII OAS Policy Roundtable was held on February 17, 2009, jointly with SAS, on promoting environmental sustainability in the Americas. For more information, please visit http://www.der.oas.org/roundtables.html
Civil Society Regional Fora:
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A rich and constructive participation process in preparation for the Fifth Summit should include the engagement of civil society in the negotiation process of the Fifth Summit. In this sense, DIA and the Summit of the Americas Secretariat (SAS) developed and implemented a series of sub-regional and regional civil society meetings in the Caribbean (October 30-31, 2008 in Trinidad and Tobago), Central America (Mexico and the Dominican Republic, on December 7-9, 2008, in San Salvador) and South America ( February 6-7, 2009).  In addition, DIA also developed the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum (OAS Headquarters, in Washington, DC, on March 3-4, 2009). These meetings were open to civil society organizations, representatives of Member States, and institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group and provided an opportunity for civil society to examine the Draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain presented by the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to  debate its themes and formulate recommendations for the consideration of the OAS member States as they negotiate the Draft Declaration.  For more information, please visit http://www.civil-society.oas.org/
